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IN THIS ISSUE OF TPS 





. + fifteen messages of John XXIII in full... 
highlights from other papal letters and 


addresses ... 


@ Material Welfare 

In The Church and the Worker, Pope 
John states that although the Church 
does not offer rosy dreams of endless 
temporal happiness, it does have great 


concern for the material welfare of man. 
Page 118. 


e@ St. Joseph in the Church 

Papal pronouncements on St. Joseph are 
summarized by Pope John in St. Joseph 
and the Ecumenical Council. He calls 
for a renewal of Christian fervor as an 


aid to the success of the coming council. 
Page 123. 


® The Great Bond 

A central point in Pope John’s message, 
Marian Devotion and Brotherly Love, 
is that charity is the supreme means for 
uniting any community, whether family, 
nation, or the world. Page 166. 


e@ Mother and Worker 

The working mother is not relieved of 
her duty to create a happy home, the 
Holy Father gently warns in The Wo- 
man of Today—at Home and at Work. 
Page 169. 


e Electronic Computers 
Computers can be of invaluable help to 


human progress, says Pope John in Elec- 
tronic Computers and the Men They 
Serve. Page 157. 


@ The Farmer’s Woes 
In Words of Hope for the Farmer, the 
Holy Father urges that while farmers 
should seek help from God and from 
society, they should also have faith in 
their own abilities. Page 175. 


e The Worker’s Champion 

In The Christian Worker's Safeguard, 
Pope John advises the Christian working 
man that he will find the best safeguard 


of his interests in the magisterium of 
the Church. Page 113. 


e@ Voice of Brotherhood 


Ever since Vatican Radio went into op- 
eration it has worked for unity among 
peoples and has become a symbol of 
universal brotherhood, the Holy Father 
remarks in Vatican Radio After Thirty 
Years. Television, too, is serving the 


Holy See, he points out. Page 140. 


e also in this issue... 

are letters and addresses on vocations, 
family life, seminarians, the new encyc- 
lical, St. Patrick, the ecumenical coun- 
cil, and other topics of interest. 
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NEWS 


and NOTES 


THE NEW ENCYCLICAL promised by 
Pope John had not yet been made pub- 
lic when this issue of The Pope Speaks 
went to press. However, some idea of its 
contents was given by the Holy Father 
in his address, Christianity and Social 
Problems: Preview of a New Encyclical 
(page 103). He said that the encyclical 
would have four distinct parts: 1) a 
synthesis of the social teachings of three 
popes, Leo XIII, Pius XI, and Pius XII; 
2) a presentation of problems of social 
action during the past seventy years; 
3) a statement of grave contemporary 
problems; 4) a “recomposition” of social 
relationships, in the light of the teach- 
ings of the Church. 

Pope John went on to say that the 
main contemporary problems to be 
treated in the third part would be those 
of agriculture and of the indigence, inis- 
ery, and hunger in which millions of 
humans live today. 


* 


PREPARATIONS for the Second Vati- 
can Council are going ahead very suc- 
cessfully, Archbishop Pericle Felici, sec- 
retary of the council’s central prepara- 
tory commission, told a press conference 
recently. The council may start in the 
autumn of 1962, he added. 

Pope John first announced the coun- 
cil in January, 1959. The Anteprepara- 
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tory Commission was set up in May, 
1959, to gather suggestions for the coun- 
cil from the bishops and other high dig- 
nitaries of the Church throughout the 
world. Its work was concluded one year 
later and the presently functioning pre- 
paratory commissions were created in 
June, 1960. Thus, if the autumn 1962 
estimate of Archbishop Felici proves 
accurate, preparations for the council 
will have taken three and one-half years. 


* 

THE CENTRAL PREPARATORY COM- 
MISSION of the Council met for the 
first time from June 12 through June 
20. 

Pope John addressed the meeting with 
these words: “We now must bless the 
Lord that He brings us to a new stage 
on the arduous road. The Central Com- 
mission, the highest and most important 
. » » Row comes into action.” 

In its meetings the commission was 
expected to discuss such matters as in- 
vitations to attend the council, the con- 
stitution of the council’s final commis- 
sions, and the procedures for voting. It 
is also believed that the commission will 
have an important voice in drawing up 
an agenda for the council. 


* 
ALL CATHOLICS have an interest in 
the council, Pope John declared in his 
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apostolic letter, St. Joseph and the Ecu- 
menical Council (page 123). 

The Holy Father wrote: “This is what 
a Council is: the Pope at the summit and 
around him and with him cardinals, 
bishops from every rite and every coun- 
try, the best-qualified scholars and 
teachers from various levels and from 
various fields, in which they specialize. 

“But the Council is meant for the 
whole Christian people; they have an 
interest in it . . . clerics and laymen, 
the great and the small from every part 
of the world, every social class, every 
race, every color... . 


* 


A NEW SAINT was canonized by Pope 
John on May 11th. She is Saint Bertilla 
Boscardin, an Italian nun who died in 
1922 at the age of 34 after laboring for 
years in the wards, kitchens, and laun- 
dries of hospitals. She was a member 
of the Teaching Sisters of St. Dorothy, 
who accepted her after another com- 
munity had rejected her as too ignor- 
ant. St. Bertilla nursed the sick for years 
while she herself suffered from cancer, 
the eventual cause of her death. 

In his address on the occasion, Pope 
John declared that her life showed that 
a good Christian education in the home 
is the beginning of sanctity. “Where 
there is a mother who has faith, who 
prays and who raises her children as 
Christians, heavenly grace cannot be 
wanting .. .,” he said. He added that 
the devout parish is second only to the 
home in fostering holiness. 


* 


SEMINARIANS and the general sub- 
ject of priestly vocations are the con- 
cern of the Holy Father in two of the 
messages in this issue. He also has 


written a prayer for seminarians (page 
165). 

In his address to Italian seminarians 
(page 160), Pope John warns young 
candidates for the priesthood that they 
must prepare for life in a real world, not 
a dream world. Otherwise they are in 
for some “bitter disappointments,” he 
says. Their lives will not be free of 
“hard knocks” and they will have to 
face the “enemy of all good.” 

In his address Fostering Vocations 
(page 145), the Holy Father declares 
that the priest has primary responsibil- 
ity for instilling into the young admira- 
tion for the priestly life. 

It is extremely important, too, that 
seminaries do all in their power to help 
vocations reach their “full flowering in 
a holy and sanctifying priesthood,” he 
added. 


* 


WORKERS AND FARMERS seem to 
be occupying a central place in the Holy 
Father’s thoughts of late, if we are to 
judge by the number of talks on both 
these subjects. In this issue no less than 
five of the messages treat these topics. 


In Words of Hope for the Farmer 
(page 175), he urges a threefold trust 
in God, self, and society. He warns 
farmers that help from society can never 
replace individual initiative and indus- 
try. However, from society they should 
expect “those laws and measures” which 
they cannot bring about by their own 
unaided efforts. 


The Flight from the Farm (page 180) 
is a letter from the Vatican signed by 
Cardinal Tardini and addressed to the 
“Social Week” at Rosario, Argentina. 

The movement from farm to city is a 
“sad and dangerous phenomenon” that 
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can be stopped only if farming people 
are made conscious of the dignity and 
social usefulness of their work and are 
guaranteed a decent standard of living, 
the letter says. 

Organization for united action is also 
urged by the letter. 


THE CHURCH’S CONCERN for the 
material welfare of the working man is 
emphasized in the Pope’s talk to the 
dock workers of Genoa. The Church and 
the Worker (page 118). 

A similar line of thought is pursued 
in The Christian Worker’s Safeguard 
(page 113). “The Christian worker can 
find in the magisterium of the Church 
the strongest and wisest safeguard of 
his dignity, his interest, and his rights, 
and it is second to none in progress in 
the social field,” the Holy Father said. 


* 


IN OTHER MESSAGES, not reported 
elsewhere in this issue, Pope John 


XXIII: 





welcomed Belgium’s King Baudouin 
and Queen Fabiola to the Vatican and 
praised their nation’s centuries-old loy- 
alty to the Church. June 8, 1961. 





reminded thousands of pilgrims 
that the Church is forever young and 
full of vigor because it is supported by 
the promise of Christ to stay with it 
“even to the consummation of the 


world.” June 7, 1961. 


——-said that love of country is good 
and natural but that love of God should 
surpass it, even to the point that a man 
will not hesitate to leave his homeland 
to teach the Gospel. He cited the ex- 
ample of Pope St. Gregory VII, who 
died in exile. June 2, 1961. 





advised an audience of physicians 
that a doctor’s motivation must always 
be the physical and spiritual improve- 
ment of his fellow men. May 26, 1961. 





said that those who predict the end 
of the Church come and go, earthly 
kingdoms rise and disappear, but the 
“barque of St. Peter serenely follows its 
course” and will do so till the end of 
time. May 24, 1961. 


——counseled a group of former con- 
centration camp prisoners that personal 
suffering should be joined to the suffer- 
ings of Christ, though such a goal re- 
quires great strength and perseverance. 
May 24, 1961. 





assured fourteen newly consecrated 
bishops that he was one with them in 
the task of gathering together “the scat- 
tered members of humanity” to “make 
of all peoples one single people.” May 
21, 1961. 


——exhorted a group of polio victims 
to carry their cross willingly, for thus 
they can prepare their road to heaven. 
May 17, 1961. 





praised the Claretian Fathers for 
their loyalty to the pope, their constant 
prayers, and their labors in Latin Amer- 
ica. May 17, 1961. 





pointed out to members of Catholic 
Action that their apostolate is not a 
merely human undertaking with tem- 
poral goals, but a divine enterprise, su- 
pernatural in its origin and ends. He 
also warned against dissipating energies 
in “fruitless rivalries and destructive 
criticism.” May 12, 1961. 


addressed the Carmelites on the 
fourth centenary of their order, taking 
as his threefold topic their gratitude to 
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God, their life of prayer, and their mis- 
sionary spirit. April 29, 1961. 
* 


TRANSLATORS of the longer mes- 
sages in this issue are identified in the 
footnote on the second page of each 


message. The translation of the message 
beginning on page 155 is based on one 
issued by N.C. Press. Mrs. L. G. M. 
Rose did those on pages 120 and 157, 
Rev. Austin Vaughan those on pages 
152, 154, and 165, and Sister Mary 
Pauline, G.N.S.H., the one on page 153. 


Tue Pore Speaks is a quarterly publication presenting, in English, letters and addresses 
of the Roman pontiffs. Recent documents are given priority, but when space is available 
those of prior years and prior pontificates are published. Translations are based princi- 
pally on texts published in L’Osservatore Romano, Vatican City daily which prints papal 
messages in the languages in which they were given. A TPS Gume is included in each 
issue and contains bibliographic data on all papal documents that come to our attention 
during a prescribed peried; this period closes some months prior to publication of the 
magazine, in order that the Gumpe may be as complete as possible. Thus, this issue, Vol. 7, 
No. 2 (published July 1961), brings you translations of several of the more interesting and 
important messages of Pope John XXIII which have appeared in recent months, along 
with bibliographic coverage in the TPS Gume for the months of July through December, 
1960. Tue Porg Speaks is published at 3622 12th St. N.E., Washington 17, D. C. Sub- 
scription rates: $6.00 a year; $11.00 for two years; $16.00 three years. Second-class 
postage paid at Washington, D. C. 
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Christianity and Social Problems: 
Preview of a New Encyclical 


An Address of Pope John XXIII to an Audience of Workers 


La vostra presenza 


ENERABLE brethren, be- 
loved sons. 

Your very solemn, respectful, yet 
vibrant and surging presence here 
close by the sacred memorials to 
St. Peter, the Prince of the Apos- 
tles, fills Our heart and yours with 
an extraordinary joy. 

What was it that brought you 
here in such great numbers—peo- 
ple from every country, of every 
age group, every social class, every 
language? 


A great pope and a letter 


You came together here in trib- 
ute to the memory of a great ‘pope 
and a letter—a letter he wrote for 
his own times and sent to the whole 
world. It was one that did not deal 
with any of the usual subjects for 
a pope; he was not trying to stir up 
Christian devotion and piety. 
Rather, it was a doctrinal and prac- 
tical treatment of the work that 
goes on in factories and fields, the 
work of all the people who use 
their human energies — arms and 
head and heart, body and mind—to 
earn a living, to find a little pros- 


May 14, 1961 


perity, to add to the wealth of the 
whole world. 

His lowly successor, the pope 
now speaking to you, was a little 
boy ten years old in 1891; but he 
can still recall very well what hap- 
pened in his own parish and all 
around him: how the opening 
words of that document, “Rerum 
novarum” (We were just starting 
in on Latin then), were repeated in 
the churches and in meetings as the 
title of a teaching that was not 
really new but as old as the Gospel 
of Jesus the Savior, but that had, 
in that May of 1891, been cast in a 
new light that was better adapted 
to the conditions of the modern 
world. It dealt with contemporary 
situations and issues, matters about 
which everyone wanted to have his 
own say—and many were doing so, 
but rashly, thus creating the dan- 
ger of confusion and stirring up 
temptation to social disorder. 


THE AGE-OLD TEACHING 
OF THE LIVING PETER 


Pope Leo, a wonderful pontiff, 
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wanted to dig into the treasures of 
the age-old teaching of the Church 
and bring forth the just and holy 
doctrine, the enlightening truth 
that would supply direction to the 
social order according to the needs 
of his time. 


Principles recalled 


That encyclical, “Rerum nova- 
rum,” took a clear, decisive, and 
courageous stand, especially on the 
relationships between farmers and 
working-men (who were commonly 
referred to as the proletariat) on 
the one hand, and land-owners and 
businessmen on the other. It pointed 
out how vitally necessary it was to 
work out an arrangement that 
would be just and equitable, and 
thus beneficial to both sides, by 
making use of both the intervention 
of the State and the sincere and 
honest efforts of those who were 
involved, the workers and employ- 
ers. 

So “Rerum novarum” served as a 
first great and solemn reminder of 
principles in this area and it stirred 
up everybody to some extent. Even 
though it limited itself to the spe- 
cial problems of the worker that 


had to do with the relationships we 
have just mentioned, it had the 
great merit of revealing a horizon 
that was all the brighter because it 
drew its light and warmth from the 
Holy Catholic Church and from the 
inexhaustible fonts of the Old and 
the New Testament. 


Troubled years 


The forty years that followed 
upon the first publication of this 
doctrine and upon the first impres- 
sion made by it—that is, the years 
from 1891 to 1931—were marked 
by events that were vital, complex, 
and sometimes violent. The fluctu- 
ations in the development of, and in 
the recurring strife between, vari- 
ous classes and peoples, which were 
brought on by the first war, became 
so dark and threatening that they 
suggested to the ample mind, clear 
vision, and warm heart of Pope 
Pius XI the idea of resuming the 
Holy See’s conversation with the 
world of labor and giving it a bet- 
ter idea of the social teaching of 
the Church and her attitude toward 
new situations. The latter had 
gradually arisen from the new 
achievements of human ingenuity 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, May 15-16, 1961. Italian text. Translation pre- 
pared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 





Some 90,000 workers from 46 countries all over the world were gathered in St. 
Peter's square to hear Pope John’s words. After he had taken his place on a throne 
on the steps of St. Peter's basilica and looked out over the immense crowd, the Holy 
Father prefaced his allocution with these words: “An unbelievable sight that goes far 
beyond anything We ever could have expected. Permit Us to greet this new spring- 
time of the Holy Church along with you.” 

In the address Pope John outlined the content of his forthcoming encyclical on 
the social order. 
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and from progress in new tech- 
niques, which were resulting in the 
abandonment of traditional meth- 
ods that had become burdensome 
for the masses of people laboring 
in the factories and fields. 


From LEo XIII 
To Prus XI AND Pius XII 


And so we saw a new papal docu- 
ment called “Quadragesimo anno” 
appear as a reminder and a fuller 
development of the foundations for 
the social economy that had been 
laid down by “Rerum novarum” ; 
it marked out the steps to be taken 
—in the light of Christian princi- 
ples, of course—toward new expe- 
riences, new relationships of world- 
wide cooperation between working- 
men, between families, and be- 
tween nations; yes, it marked out 
the path, but it also offered en- 
couragement and correctives for a 
happy and gainful progress. 

This teaching of Pius XI in 
“Quadragesimo anno” was also 
met with great joy and exultation. 


New problems, old principles 


It contained a detailed study of 
the great new problems that had 
arisen in the area of industry and 
offered a solution for them; and at 
the same time it broadened and 
brightened the horizon of the so- 
cial question. This was especially 
true in the case of the clear por- 
trayal and the new and penetrating 
picture that it gave of labor, prop- 
erty, salary, their relationships to 
the demands of the common good, 
and hence their over-all social as- 
pects. Right at the top he placed 


the supreme principle that always 
has to rule over any relationship 
of this kind: not unrestrained free 
competition, not economic domina- 
tion, both of which are blind 
forces: but the eternal and sacred 
notions of justice and charity. 

The demands of justice cannot 
be satisfied unless society is or- 
ganically rearranged through the 
reconstitution of intermediate 
bodies toward a_ socio-economic 
end. 

A powerful and important con- 
clusion brought out in “Quadra- 
gesimo anno” was the need of 
steady, patient effort for coopera- 
tion between great and small na- 
tions. 


The words of Pius XII 


At this point, beloved sons, hav- 
ing paid tribute to Popes Leo and 
Pius XI, We would like to ren- 
der homage to the sacred and 
blessed memory of the Holy Fa- 
ther, Pius XII, who followed along 
in the furrow opened up by “Quad- 
ragesimo anno” and scattered his 
lofty teaching over the various sec- 
tors of sociology that he had occa- 
sion to deal with when he took up 
the internal structure of individual 
political communities, as well as 
the relations between them on the 
world plane. 

His words, both spoken and 
written, were often intended for 
particular occasions or problems, 
but they were still characterized 
by the broad sweep of the horizons 
touched upon and revealed. What 
riches there are in those volumes 
he left behind for our admiration 
and veneration: they are like a 
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collection that is always worth go- 
ing back to for the precious treas- 
ures that abound there! 


A third document 


Venerable brethren and beloved 
sons, We want you to realize that 
everything We have said up to now 
is just an introduction to the lumi- 
nous point We have been leading 
up to—beyond “Rerwm novarum,” 
beyond “Quadragesimo anno,” to 
a third document that will first 
commemorate both of them and 
then enrich them with the new ex- 
periences gained from the social 
activities that have been growing 
and multiplying beyond all meas- 
ure these last thirty years. Finally, 
it will add a kind of crown in the 
form of a fuller, richer, more com- 
plete explanation of Christian doc- 
trine, which the One, Holy, Cath- 
olic, Apostolic, and Roman Church 
in its everlasting and fruitful 
youthfulness is always ready to 
offer for the light and guidance of 
all ages and peoples. 


THE NEW ENCYCLICAL 
THAT IS COMING 


We have to admit that Our 
original plan was to offer it to you 
and to the whole Catholic Church 
on the very day of the joyful com- 
memoration of the seventieth anni- 
versary of “Rerum novarum” 
(1891—-May 15th—1961). This 
third document was to be of gen- 
eral interest and in the form of 
an encyclical that would be both 
ample and solemn. 


Reason for delay 


We are happy to assure you that 
Our promise has been kept: the 
encyclical is ready. However, since 
We want it to reach all those who 
believe in Christ and all good souls 
scattered throughout the world at 
the very same time in its official 
Latin text and in the various lan- 
guages currently in use, We have 
decided to delay publication of the 
text for a while. 


A worthy gathering 


And so, beloved sons, permit Us 
to tell you once again: having you 
here in Rome at this time means a 
very great deal to Us. 

This week brings us close to 
Pentecost and prepares the way 
for it; it reminds us once again of 
those who gathered together on 
Sion: “viri religiosi ex omni na- 
tione quae sub caelo est.” 1 

Beloved sons, descendants of 
those wonderful Catholics who first 
greeted the great Pope Leo’s proc- 
lamation of Catholic social doctrine 
seventy years ago and paid it great 
honor, you have gathered here as 
the representatives of all the 
Christian workers of the earth. 

And so you deserve to have Pe- 
ter’s humble successor do as Peter 
did on Sion and let you in on a 
secret and reveal in brief form the 
contents of this third papal docu- 
ment, which will soon offer salu- 
tary food and delicious nourish- 
ment to your souls and, We hope, 
to all those who trust in the Holy 
and blessed Church of Christ Je- 


1 Devout men from every country under heaven. (Acts 2, 5) 
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sus: Magister et Salvator mundi.” 

As We priests read the Breviary 
each day, We pray: Spiritus Sancti 
gratia illuminet sensus et corda 
nostra.2 So, too, may the grace of 
the Holy Spirit be with you as you 
listen to Us, to enlighten your in- 
tellect and your hearts. 


PROSPECTUS 
OF THE SOLEMN DOCUMENT 


The solemn document that will, 
within a few weeks—We would 
like to repeat it—become the joy 
of your eyes and healthy and sub- 
stantial nourishment for your 
minds, is made up of four distinct 
sections. 


Its four parts 


First: a synthesis of the teach- 
ing of three popes, Leo and the two 
Piuses, XI and XII. 

Second: the presentation of an 
initial group of problems involving 
social action that are still urgent 
and pressing, even after seventy 
years. 

Third: a statement of new, se- 
rious, and sometimes dangerous 
problems that have arisen during 
this recent period of our own. 

Fourth and finally: a new syn- 
thesis of social relationships, in the 
light of the teaching of Holy 
Church. 


The first part 


The first section is one with 
which you are already familiar 
from what We have said up to 
now as an introduction to this talk 
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of Ours. It reflects the general 
lines and principles of the wise 
path that papal teaching pointed 
out in the “Rerum novarum” of 
Leo XIII and later pursued in the 
“Quadragesimo anno” of Pius XI 
and the notes of a social nature 
scattered through the various writ- 
ings and talks of Pius XII. 

Profound changes have taken 
place in these last few years, both 
in the internal structure of indi- 
vidual political communities and 
in their relations to each other: 
changes and problems that demand 
clearer definitions and fuller de- 
velopment of the teachings traced 
in outline form in “Rerum no- 
varum,” as they apply—We have 
already said this—to the new con- 
ditions of the present day. 


The second part 


Turning to the second section, 
we find ourselves face to face with 
these new problems. First of all 
the ones that have to do with the 
relationships between private ini- 
tiative and the role of public au- 
thority in the economic field; next, 
the ever increasing number of as- 
sociations in various areas of life; 
then, remuneration for labor; the 
demands of justice and their rela- 
tion to the means and methods of 
production; and the very serious 
matter of private property. 

It is not a waste of time to repeat 
that in taking up these problems 
and offering a solution to them, the 
coming encyclical takes into ac- 
count the developments that have 
taken place and follows them from 


* Teacher and Savior of the world. (Cf. John 4, 42) ; 
* May the grace of the Holy Spirit enlighten our hearts and minds. 
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the teaching of Leo XIII through 
that of Pius XI to the wise and 
enlightened messages of Pius XII; 
but this teaching is always dom- 
inated by one basic theme—an un- 
shakeable affirmation and vigorous 
defense of the dignity and rights 
of the human person. 


The third part 


The third section of the encycli- 
cal takes up the most obvious and 
urgent problems of the present 
moment. They lend a characteris- 
tic tone and color to this particular 
papal document. 


For SOLIDARITY, 
HUMAN AND CHRISTIAN 


The first of them to come to the 
fore is the problem of farming. 
Agriculture once was—what are 
We saying, it once was?—it was 
for thousands of years, from the 
first pages of the holy Bible on- 
wards, the treasure and the peren- 
nial springtime that was renewed 
each year on earth, the poetry and 
enchantment of life: and now 
many, many human communities 
have been reduced, or are on the 
point of being reduced, to a state 
that is usually described as one of 
depression. One of the greatest 
demands of justice is precisely this 
justice of restoring economic and 
social balance between the two 
sectors of human society. 

Our coming document will pro- 
pose the principal rules and direc- 
tives, based on solidarity as Chris- 
tians and human beings, that will, 
We believe, make an effective con- 


tribution toward the achievement 
of this great and noble aim. 


The problem of poverty 


Another problem of world-wide 
proportions that is an object of 
Our concern and that claims Our 
anguished attention in the apos- 
tolic ministry that We carry on, 
with the help and cooperation of 
all those who believe and live in 
Christ and His Church, is the state 
of dire need and misery and hunger 
in which millions and millions of 
human beings find themselves 
forced to struggle. This is the 
basis for the uneasiness that is at 
times a cruel reality in the rela- 
tionships between political commu- 
nities that are economically devel- 
oped and those that are econom- 
ically under-developed. 

This is properly called the prob- 
lem of the modern era, although, to 
be entirely truthful, in a study of 
the history of peoples that includes 
the age-old vicissitudes of all the 
masses of mankind spread through- 
out the world, it was possible in 
the past to consider it as inexor- 
able, in view of the ancient and 
continuous causes for the back- 
wardness of economic systems in 
relation to the unfortunate condi- 
tions of a number of regions. 


Obligation to help 


Beloved sons, it is both right and 
holy for Us to issue a new warning 
and to exalt the principle of the 
solidarity of all human beings and 
for Us to remind people and to 
preach in a loud voice about the 
duty that communities and indi- 
viduals with abundant means of 
support at their disposal have, to 
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go to the aid of those who find 
themselves in conditions of need 
and want. 

Unfortunately, the help that has 
appeared up to now does not get at 
the roots of what is causing these 
conditions of want and misery. For 
this reason, efforts at cooperation 
on a world level are necessary, ef- 
forts of many kinds that will be 
disinterested and will aim at put- 
ting extensive capital as well as 
intelligent and competent technical 
assistance at the disposal of coun- 
tries that are economically under- 
developed so that steps may be 
taken toward achieving economic 
development and social progress 
at one and the same time. Care 
must be taken to supply the infor- 
mation and advice that will inter- 
est those most directly concerned 
in human labor — the workers 
themselves—in striving toward an 
improvement in their own condi- 
tions, on the individual, family, 
and social levels. 


First LIGHT AND STRENGTH: 
THE PRECEPT OF THE LORD 


This is a great undertaking, a 
noble objective and one that is vital 
to the very peace of the world. 
If it is to be achieved with un- 
remitting vigor, sincere under- 
standing and active cooperation 
between peoples are absolutely 
necessary. 


Respect for a moral order 


All of this supposes—and We 
would like to say it once again here 


“Precept of the Lord. 
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beneath this kindly sky and in 
front of the greatest temple in all 
Christendom—it supposes, We re- 
peat—the praeceptum Domini* 
that affirms and proclaims recog- 
nition of and respect for a moral 
order that applies to everyone and 
everything and that recognizes its 
basis in God, our instructor and 
judge, the bestower of all good 
things, of wealth and of mercy, 
and the terrible avenger of justice 
and fairness, whom none can 
escape. 

This is the basic reason for per- 
mitting and praising intervention 
by religion and by the Holy Church 
in the economic and social field. 
Always the Ten Commandments, 
beloved sons; always the Gospel. 
From blessed Jesus, “the way, the 
truth, the light of the world,” the 
wonder-worker who placed Him- 
self at the service of human needs 
and weaknesses, the divine martyr 
for human expiation, and the vic- 
torious and triumphant king of all 
ages and peoples—it is from Him 
that the effort in search of justice 
takes its inspiration and grows in 
strength. May the work of de- 
fending the weak and the needy 
and improving their lot lead to a 
new display of the wonders of 
charity that will ensure the salva- 
tion and the resurrection of men 
and of ethnic groups, the transfor- 
mation of backward zones and de- 
pressed areas. 


A great responsibility 


This is the great responsibility 
resting on everyone and no one has 
a right to shirk it. The final judg- 
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ment passed on the universe when 
it has fulfilled its destiny is this: 
Venite benedicti, discedite male- 
dicti.5 These words are both con- 
clusion and summary of the his- 
tory of the world, consummated 
and resolved in an enumeration of 
all the various kinds and instances 
of social help that have been 
granted or denied, by man to man, 
by family to family, by people to 
people. 


The fourth part 


The fourth section of the new 
encyclical will present you with an 
enchanting picture of the way in 
which human society is to be re- 
organized. Studying the nature of 
man and the doctrine of the Church 
in the light of Revelation is the 
surest way to achieve a human life 
in society that will be dignified, 
peaceful, and fruitful. It is only 
natural for us to hope that this 
doctrine, which has truth as its 
foundation, justice as its goal, and 
love as its dynamic element, will 
be not only learned but assimi- 
lated, spread, and translated into 
action. 

The vast and interesting docu- 
ment closes with some valuable 
suggestions that will be of great 
help and assistance in developing 
an awareness of his social duties 
in each and every person and in 
bringing it more and more into 
play in his activities. 


A little picture 


Beloved sons, please look for- 
ward to the encyclical with joy and 
study it well. 


We have had a good deal to say 
to you in this long talk and We 
have spoken as a shepherd to his 
flock with his heart open to the 
interests of the spirit but not un- 
mindful of the goods of the earth; 
now as We go back over all of this, 
We would like to offer you a little 
picture that you will find both 
pleasant and instructive. 

The feeling that stirred within 
all the faithful in the Holy Church 
when the encyclical “Rerum no- 
varum” of Pope Leo XIII was an- 
nounced in 1891 was surprise at 
hearing the sound of a new bell 
coming from the old tower of the 
parish church, from every parish 
in the world, whether in cities or 
villages; it chimed in with the 
concert of the other great church 
bells that were already familiar to 
the good faithful from the old, es- 
tablished customs of religious pi- 
ety. That sound in 1891 did not 
turn out to be discordant with the 
ring of the other bells; instead it 
was completely harmonious, vi- 
brant, joyous. 


Forty years later 


Forty years later, in 1931, not 
one, but several new bells were 
added to the parish tower. The 
encyclical “Quadragesimo anno” 
was the great feat of Pope Pius XI, 
who gave the signal for the sound- 
ing of a whole broad and wonder- 
ful harmony of invitations and 
warnings on the social question 
and on the many new problems that 
were facing men who were sin- 
cere and upright and who looked 
to the perennial fonts of the Gos- 


* Come ve blessed, depart ye cursed. (Matt. 25, 34 and 41) 
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pel teachings, intended for all men, 
as the source of their inspiration. 
The yearly commemoration of 
“Rerum novarum” has been going 
on for exactly seventy years; this 
year’s celebration is reason enough 
for special joy and exultation and 
for cheerful, heartfelt encourage- 
ment, for it is taking place in times 
when the fervent cooperation of 
Sacred Pastors and of many, many 
lay people in carrying out the ma- 
ternal interest and cares of the 
Church has developed to a much 
greater extent, and has been di- 
rected toward spreading sound 
doctrine and seeing to its direct 
application on a vast scale. 


ENTHUSIASTIC AND FERVENT 
SocIAL APOSTOLATE 


The exultation comes from re- 
alizing that the zeal that was first 
aroused by Pope Leo’s deed and 
later on by his successors’ is still 
carrying on, still stirring up en- 
thusiasm, still strengthening in- 
terest and sympathy for a fine so- 
cial apostolate and the determina- 
tion to carry it through. 

Now it is not just the shrill cry 
of one or a few bells that we hear 
from the old tower and from the 
new ones that are appearing in 
ever greater numbers on the plain, 
on the hills, everywhere that na- 
ture exerts its attraction and of- 
fers its fruitful gifts. Rather, it is 
a veritable deluge, a festival of 
bronze harmoniously pealing forth 
to spread the glory of Christ, the 


*1 John 1, 5. 
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Son of God, our brother, teacher, 
redeemer, and the savior of the 
human race, always reaching out 
with the mysterious streams of His 
grace to touch human beings, not 
just to prepare them for heavenly 
goods and set them on the way to 
them, but reaching out to their 
bodies as well and to all that is 
truly good in life here below in the 
civic and social order. 


The words of St. John 


It is good and helpful for us to 
draw encouragement from this 
commemoration and from the other 
celebrations, large and small, that 
will take place after this through- 
out the world; but this encourage- 
ment ought to be inspired by the 
words that the Evangelist St. John, 
Our Lord’s favorite, wrote in the 
first of his three letters (some 
moving passages from which We 
enjoyed in the Breviary this very 
morning). 

It is a teaching handed down by 
the apostle of Jesus: “God is light 
and no darkness can find any place 
in Him.” ® We should live in this 
light in a mutual communion with 
Him. If we have sinned, the blood 
of Jesus, His son, purifies us, as 
Jesus is the one who makes up for 
the sins of the whole world. Here 
are some other moving words: 
“You must learn to live and to 
walk with Christ.” “Qui dicit se in 
ipso manere, debet sicut ille ambu- 
lavit, et ipse ambulare.” * 


A magnificent program 
What a magnificent program 


* He who says that he abides in him, ought himself also to walk just as he walked. 


(1 John 2, 6) 











112 THE PoPE SPEAKS 


this is for Christian life and for 
apostolic social activity! To live in 
Christ who is divine light, uni- 
versal charity; to move in His 
foot steps and His company: in 
ipso manere: cum ipso ambulare, 
which means an activity that is 
dynamic yet calm, orderly, and 
peaceful, in praise of God, and in 
the service of justice, of fairness, 


* Cf. 1 John 5, 20. 


of brotherhood as Christians and 
human beings. 

If we act in this way and move 
in this direction, then we are in 
the truth—let us say it humbly in 
the words of our St. John—wWe are 
in the Truth, that is to say, in God: 
in His son Jesus Christ, to Whom 
be glory and benediction through 
all ages. Amen, Amen.® 























The Christian Worker's Safeguard 


An Address of Pope John XxXill to a Pilgrimage 
from Vicenza, Italy 


Alecune amabili 


ELOVED SONS from Vicen- 

za! A few kind words from 

your very worthy pastor, ex- 

pressing his hopes and confident 

expectations, were enough to make 

the arrangements for this meeting 
today. 

Officials and workers of the gov- 
ernment operated facilities in the 
Recoaro Terme area, here you are 
in the home and the presence of 
your Father; you have come to tell 
him of the joy each of you feels in 
his heart at this moment and to 
express it with your words and 
your eyes. But permit Us to say 
that it brings great satisfaction to 
Us, too, to be able to greet you and 
extend a paternal welcome. For 
you are providing Us with one 
more picture of the faith and the 
generosity of the people of the 
Veneto, and you have brought Us 
very welcome greetings from all 
your fellow workers. 


A meaningful journey 


Our venerable brother episcopus 
Vicentinus et episcopus Ecclesiae 
Dei‘ wanted to bring back the joy 
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of your 1957 pilgrimage, when you 
were received by Pius XII of ven- 
erated memory. That meeting is 
still so fresh in Our memory that 
it adds to the meaning of this pres- 
ent journey you have made to the 
shining center of Catholicism. This 
journey means a spiritual sharpen- 
ing of energies, a setting out on the 
road once again, with the blessing 
of the Lord. 

Good for you, beloved sons: keep 
it up. We feel very close to you 
and We offer you all the good will 
at Our command. 


A few thoughts 


The fact that you are workers 
and that you are here in the house 
of the Pope during the sacred sea- 
son of Lent has brought a few 
thoughts to mind and We would 
like to pass them on to you in all 
simplicity, in the hope that they 
may offer you some strength, con- 
solation, and edification that you 
can carry home to those near and 
dear to you. 


Loyalty to the Church 
First of all, We would like to 
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stress the meaning of what you 
have done this morning: you have 
given clear and open expression to 
your loyalty to the Church. 

“Ubi Petrus ibi Ecclesia,” are 
the powerful words of St. Am- 
brose: “Where Peter is, there is 
the Church. And where the Church 
is’—the great Bishop of Milan 
continues—“there you find no 
death but rather eternal life.” 2 

Today you have paid homage to 
Peter, living on in his lowly suc- 
cessor, and your act of loyalty to 
him is a way of expressing and en- 
nobling your loyalty to the Church, 
which shows itself even more beau- 
tiful to you in the matchless bril- 
liance of its unity and solidity. 


The words of St. Leo 


As the immortal pontiff, St. Leo 
the Great, points out, “Peter still 
retains the rock-like strength and 
solidity that he has received from 
Christ, and he has never abandoned 
the rudder of the Church... . And 
so each day throughout the whole 
Church, Peter says: Thou art the 
Christ, the Son of the living God; 
and every tongue that confesses 
the Lord is guided by the authori- 
tative ring of that voice... And so 
when Our warnings sound in your 
ears, remember that it is He whose 
place We are taking who is speak- 
ing to you: and so We exhort you 
with the same kind of affection as 
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He does, and We preach the same 
things to you that He taught.”’? 

Oh, how wonderful these words 
of the great Leo are! What 
strength they have in them, what 
confidence they inspire in the souls 
of believers! What a joy it is for 
Christians to know that they are 
set firmly on the solid rock estab- 
lished by the blessed Jesus and to 
possess the belief that as long as 
they remain faithful to it, they will 
never have to face a second death: 
ibi nulla mors, sed vita aeterna! 4 

Here you have it, beloved sons 
of Vicenza—the deeper meaning 
that We can see in your presence 
here: an act of faith, a new prom- 
ise of loyalty to the Church, in the 
hope of being assured of the heav- 
enly realities which are the only 
things that never disappoint and 
never disappear. 


Christian moderation 


Do not let enjoyment of your 
trip to Rome or the beauties and 
wonders that you behold here make 
you forget that we are now in the 
midst of the sacred season of Lent. 
This is Our second thought. True 
Christian joy is never completely 
separated from a tone of modera- 
tion and restraint and reserve, and 
the present liturgical season urges 
us on even a little more in this 
direction. 

Well then, beloved sons, take full 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, February 27-28, 1961. Italian text. Transla- 
tion prepared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

This was an address to an audience comprising the directors and employees of 
various establishments in a thermal baths center near Vicenza, Italy. Pope John 
spoke fo them about the Church’s concern for the working man. 




















THE CHRISTIAN WORKERS’ SAFEGUARD 


advantage of the lessons of Lent: 
your very presence in Rome may 
be a lesson in this regard, for this 
is where the Lenten Stations are 
held each and every day in the 
ancient and glorious churches and 
basilicas of Rome that were built 
over the tombs of the martyrs, or 
in special memory of them. 


The acceptable time 


On Ash Wednesday, We Our- 
self decided to initiate the austere 
practice of the Stations and We 
went to St. Sabina. We would like 
to repeat to you what We had to 
say on that occasion, when We un- 
derlined the meaning of this ac- 
ceptable time, as the Liturgy calls 
it, a propitious time for all good 
works. “We are all one great big 
family. Every Christian must think 
of his neighbor and must spend 
himself for his brethren, cooperate 
in the work of the apostolate to 
the extent that his own vocation 
and his opportunities demand and 
permit, and do more and more in 
the way of acts of kindness and 
helpfulness . . . use every situation 
and circumstance to make the pres- 
ence, the atmosphere, and the prac- 
tice of charity felt. Furthermore, 
he must overcome the uproar and 
obstacles and opposition of the 
world, which either ignores the 
faith or persecutes it: and spread 
far and wide the evidence of 
works that are rooted in faith and 
stirred up and strengthened by 
charity.’’5 
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Here you have your assignment 
for Lent, beloved sons, if you want 
your meeting with the risen Jesus. 
—the blessed King of all peoples 
and all ages, of your hearts, your 
families and your factories—to be 
a happy one. To Him be glory 
now and forever.® 


Dignity as workers 

Finally, beloved sons, have a 
deep realization and an _ ever 
greater esteem for your dignity as 
Christian workers. 

When he spoke to your group, 
Pius XII of venerated memory 
solemnly repeated just how much 
the Church cared for the world 
of labor, and the good advice he 
gave then has—We know very well 
—sunk into the good soil of your 
souls and of your individual and 
group activities. 

You know about the interest and 
care of the popes, for it has been 
clearly asserted in priceless state- 
ments that stand in the midst of 
the social upheavals of the modern 
era as foundation pillars of Catho- 
lic doctrine. 


Anniversary of Rerum novarum 


This year will mark the seven- 
tieth anniversary of “Rerum nova- 
rum,” the Encyclical of Leo XIII 
that cast so much light on Catholic 
sociology by supplying both doc- 
trine and direction. We are, as We 
have already announced,’ going to 
make a point of commemorating 
the event by adding a new page 


*The bishop of Vicenza and bishop of the church of God. 


* Enarr. in Ps. 40, 30; ML 14, 1082. 
* Serm. III, 3, 4; ML 54, 146-7. 


“There (you ‘find) no death, but eternal life. 
res 


° This ad 
* 2 Peter 8, 18. 


s was summarized in L’Osservatore Romano, February 17, 1961.—Ed. 


"In his address to diplomats, December 29, 1960. See TPS v. 7, no. 1, p. 58. 
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to the great book of Christian 
sociology. 

Take your lead from this seven- 
tieth anniversary of “Rerum nova- 
rum” and set yourselves the high 
goal of always showing yourselves 
worthy of the Church’s maternal 
care. Your zealous Prelate, Our 
venerable brother, has brought Us 
great joy by informing Us that 
wise and timely provisions, based 
on the lofty counsels of that en- 
cyclical, have been put into effect 
in your establishments. 


Social progress and the Church 


We want to express a heart-felt 
wish that you may move ahead in 
this direction with courage and 
confidence. The Christian worker 
can find in the magisterium of the 
Church the strongest and wisest 
safeguard of his dignity, his inter- 
est, and his rights, and it is second 
to none in progress in the social 
field: even more, the possession of 
truth and justice—which is truly 
such only when it is rooted in God, 
the creator and judge—gives it a 
greatness and superiority that 
fears no comparisons. Always be 
convinced of this, beloved sons, and 
work to bring about an ever vaster 
and more all-embracing acceptance 
of Christian social doctrine. In the 
field of your own labors and in 
carrying them out, be generous and 
ardent apostles, so that the King- 
dom of Christ the Lord may suc- 
cessfully grow in the whole world. 


A plea for prayers 


Beloved sons! As you go back 
up to your cities and villages of 
Vicenza, pleasant memories of 


which are now drifting before Our 
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eyes, and as you carry with you 
the memory of the Pastor and 
Father who is speaking to you now, 
make it a point to recommend him 
to the dear Madonna of Monte 
Berico—the blessed slopes of 
whose hills have been familiar to 
him from his teens—so that a kind 
of universal prayer may rise from 
all the shrines of the World for 
the happy achievement of the hum- 
ble but fervent aims of Our pon- 
tifical service. 


The glories of Vicenza 


Oh, dear Vicenza, land so spe- 
cially blessed by the Lord! Just 
think of all the holy souls that 
have added to your beauty! It is 
enough to mention the little flower 
of the Teachers of St. Dorothy, 
whose final glorification in the eyes 
of the universal Church is being 
prepared. 

Vicenza, a land rich in many vo- 
cations, with a distinguished clergy, 
excellent institutions, healthy and 
splendid traditions that have been 
handed down from father to son 
and that supply a sure guarantee— 
for the future as well—of Catholic 
faith, missionary zeal, and all-con- 
quering charity. Beloved sons! In 
the warmth and emotion of the 
words We have spoken to you, you 
can sense just how stirred We are; 
it is a kind of echo of the ever- 
fresh memory We retain of the 
diocesan Eucharistic Congress of 
September, 1956, and of the other 
friendly gatherings to which We 
were so kindly invited by your 
bishop. 

This is Our way of expressing 
Our gratitude to you today; for We 
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appreciate what you are and all 
that you represent. 


A benediction 


And it is with the same old af- 
fection—which, through the grace 
and the call of the Lord, has now 
spread beyond the boundaries of 
Our native soil and of the Veneto 
over which We were Patriarch and 
Metropolitan for six years—that 
We grant once again a full and 
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paternal Apostolic Benediction to 
you and your dear ones, to your 
religious and civil, charitable and 
cultural institutions, with the hope 
of seeing Vicenza, its bishop and 
clergy, its workers and employers, 
enjoy the greatest possible fulfill- 
ment of the Bible’s sweet promise 
of grace, prosperity, and joy: de 
rore coeli et de pinguedine terrae. 
Yes, just so: dew from heaven and 
abundance from the earth. 











The Church and the Worker 


From an Address of Pope John XXIll to the Dock Workers of Genoa 


E’ grande 


... TO SAY THAT workers are 
at home in the Vatican is not just 
a rhetorica] phrase. Thank God, it 
is a reality, a sweet habit. The 
Pope is used to welcoming with 
deepest affection large groups of 
workingmen; indeed, industries 
and factories of every type and 
from all areas are represented, 
often in very large numbers, at the 
weekly meetings of the Father with 
his children from all over the 
world. As We said last Wednesday 
in Our address to the independent 
farmers, this habit is emphasized 
this year by the celebration of the 
seventieth anniversary of the en- 
cyclical “Rerum novarum,” which 
will give Us “occasion to speak 
again to workers and renew to 
them and to their individual cate- 
gories the anxious but at the same 
time courageous and generous 
attention of the Church to the 
working world.” ! 


Not for propaganda... 


The Church has always spoken 
out and will always speak out, as 
she was ordered to do by her Di- 
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vine Founder. She will speak clear- 
ly and sincerely. 

We will go further: the Pope, 
who is welcoming you _ today, 
wishes to remove any possible 
fears that it is for propaganda 
purposes that the Church is de- 
liberately emphasizing the eco- 
nomic problems to be solved. 

Anyone entertaining such fears 
would be very small-minded. The 
Church has no need to make apolo- 
gies in a field which is the domain 
of history. 


. + but an old and abiding concern 


As We recently mentioned, “sol- 
emn pontifical documents give 
testimony of the maternal atten- 
tion of the Church to the guardian- 
ship of work.” ? This concern is 
not a new one, nor does it eliminate 
the Church’s much greater concern 
with the spiritual salvation of all 
men. 


Material and spiritual 


The Church has always stood, 
and still stands, by the side of her 
children during their life on earth 
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and does so with the same solici- 
tude (which was material, too) 
that Jesus Christ showed the mul- 
titudes of Palestine when He mul- 
tiplied the loaves for the famished 
crowd and when He looked with 
benevolent and patient eyes upon 
the paralyzed, the crippled, and the 
dying. 


Primacy of the spiritual 


But just as Christ’s loving con- 
cern for men’s bodies was meant 
to save their souls and inspired 
them with the certainty of an 
immortal life, by the same token, 
when the Church stands by her 
children, it is not merely, or pre- 
dominantly, to facilitate their pre- 
sent life, which is only a prepara- 
tion and a provision for their 
heavenly life. Furthermore, the 
Church does not wish to delude 
and overwhelm them with rosy 
visions and deceptive promises of 
an endless temporal happiness— 
always an easy task for self-ap- 
pointed teachers. 

The Church wishes to guide 
them wisely through the inevitable 
difficulties on the way toward their 
goal of eternal life. : 

This is what We prayed for to- 


day at the Holy Mass for the Third 
Sunday after Easter, before recit- 
ing the Preface: quo terrena desi- 
deria mitigantes, discamus amare 
coelestia: restraining our worldly 
desires, may we learn to love 
heavenly things. 

How beautiful are these concise 
and pithy words of the liturgy! 
They set the tone of Christian life, 
in which the burning desires that 
consume so many unfortunate 
creatures (more wretched than 
wicked) are gently restrained and 
altogether vanquished, in order 
that the obligation to conquer 
Heaven may be fulfilled, in the 
peace and grace of the Lord, in the 
performance of good deeds, in the 
practice of edifying and brotherly 
charity. 


Children of God 


Beloved dock workers from 
Genoa, this is what the Church ex- 
pects from you. Do not be overcome 
by the spirit of this world, the 
materialism that clips the wings 
of the holy energies of the spirit; 
rather, keep intact the aim of 
always being faithful to God and 
His Church. Be strong and gener- 
ous: never forget your grandeur 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, April 24-25, 1961. Italian text. Translation pre- 
pared for The Pope Speaks by Mrs. L. G. M. Rose. 

The audience for this address consisted of two Catholic Action groups and a 
pilgrimage of workers from the port of Genoa. After a few introductory words of 
welcome fo the various groups present, Pope John addressed himself to the workers 
from Genoa, stating that he had some thoughts for “the dock workers from Genoa, 
and through them for the workers of the whole world.” It is this part of his address 
that we have presented here. The Pope then directed a few words to the Catholic 
Action groups and concluded the address with his customary Apostolic Blessing. 
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as Christians and as children of by the hand of the Divine Provi- 
God. Only thus will you feel guided dence of the Heavenly Father... . 
* Osservatore Romano, April 21, 1961. English translation on pages 175-179 of this 


issue of TPS. 
® Ibid., page 176. 





The Church, Our Mother 


....''The Church, our mother," the theme which will be discussed and 
studied in depth during your Mission, represents the fulfillment of a personal 
wish of Ours. It places a timely emphasis on a magnificent aspect of the 
Catholic Faith, which can—and must—inspire the lives of the faithful with 
fruitful beliefs. 


In our time, the need for brotherly cooperation and mutual harmony is 
felt more keenly than ever; by stressing the motherhood of the Church, 
this human need is transfigured in the light of Christian truth and grace. 
Indeed, it is through the Church that the faithful become part of the one 
Mystical Body of Christ; cleansed by Baptism, nourished by the Eucharistic 
Bread, sustained by the other sacraments and means of grace, they find in 
the Church the enduring font of life, which makes them "'partakers of the 
divine nature" (2 Peter |, 4) and binds them with ties of loving, brotherly 
charity and of mutual assistance and help. 


We are therefore nurturing the hope in Our heart that, by studying this 
great truth in depth, Our beloved children may strengthen their love of, 
and loyalty to, the Church, a beneficent mother, who shows her concern 
for the salvation of her children in every point of the liturgical cycle and 
of her teaching. 


Lastly, We trust that the Mission will effectively contribute to emphasizing 
the role of the parish, in which Christian life worthy of the name takes form 
and becomes strong. Indeed, it is in the parish that the motherhood of the 
Church displays its full effectiveness: the faithful become like a true family, 
gathered around the altar and intent on spreading the truth and warmth of 
the Gospel in every walk of society by the selfless practice of charity, of 
good example, and of harmonious cooperation by all its members.... 


—John XXIII. From a letter to Cardinal Dalla Costa, 
Archbishop of Florence. August 31, 1960. 
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Brief summaries of messages of Pope John 
XXIII which could not be included in this 
issue .. . highlighted for your information 
pending possible publication in full... 


To the Bishops of Vietnam 
A TPS Summary 


Your 1959 Marian Congress commemorated the Lourdes centenary 
and the 300th anniversary of the arrival of the first Apostolic Vicars 
in Vietnam. We rejoiced then at the display of religious piety and were 
especially pleased that your brethren in North Vietnam, although pre- 
vented from attending, were present in spirit. 

The occasion for the present address is the establishment of an 
episcopal hierarchy throughout your land, an event of much promise. 
We know it will serve as an incentive for the Vietnamese bishops, priests, 
and faithful. 

The number of native bishops heading your dioceses shows the 
maturity of the native clergy and their eagerness to follow the mis- 
sionary documents issued by the Roman pontiffs. 

Some countries with their own hierarchy still need the help of mis- 
sionaries. These cannot be considered foreigners, for all Catholic 
priests faithfully persisting in the work of their office feel themselves 
native sons wherever the Kingdom of God flourishes or takes seed. 
All must work together united in the bond of charity. The new 
structure of the Church in your country must not reduce the combined 
effort to spread the Gospel of Christ. 

We praise the Gospel workers of the past three centuries, whose 
labors and sacrifices paved the way for the establishment of the episco- 
pal hierarchy. We also praise the missionaries of today, who are co- 
operating with the native clergy in spreading the doctrines of Christ. 

We express Our gratitude to those prelates who relinquished their 
places to native bishops, after working tirelessly for the advent of the 
kingdom of God. The success of their work is evidence of its agreeable- 
ness to God. 

We express Our most benevolent good will to all Our children in 
Vietnam, and especially those subject to oppression. We exhort you 
all to stand fast in the faith. As St. Paul said, We must give thanks to 
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God for you, brethren, for your faith and charity increase greatly and 
We are proud of your patience in tribulation. 

It is Our ardent wish that the Vietnamese faithful show respect for 
the legitimate authorities of their country and contribute to the improve- 
ment of the social conditions of their fellow countrymen. A Christian 
must be a model citizen. January 14, 1961. 


The Cardinals’ Biretias 
A TPS Summary 


Dear Cardinal [Ritter]! Your kind words reflect the devotion with 
which the new cardinals intend to serve the Church. 

It is the Pope himself who imposes the biretta, and this for two 
reasons: in Rome it is a sign of the closeness with which the cardinals 
share his apostolic ministry and general rule over the Church; elsewhere, 
it is a sign that Catholics throughout the world are closely connected 
to the City of the Princes of the Apostles. 

The ceremony of handing it over also makes more visible the wide 
distribution of the titles and thus the four marks of the Church. 
Furthermore, it is a picture of the teaching Church, with the Pope 
at its head and everyone united in a profession of faith, a vigorous 
apostolate, and a fervent missionary effort. 

Universal brotherhood receives a positive contribution from today’s 
ceremony and those in the past. Extending the cardinal’s biretta to 
men from many lands is a tribute to all that is held in common by 
the various members of the Sacred College. 

However, We have several causes for sorrow. The Church’s efforts 
to help emigrants are not always successful. You know the problem 
and We entrust it to you. Other causes for concern are the shortage of 
vocations, especially in Latin America, and the difficulty of bringing the 
Gospel to certain national groups. Nevertheless, We still have confi- 
dence, based on the potential for moral and religious life one encounters 
in the Americas. 

Our memories of previous consistories remind Us of the meaning 
We read into the number of new cardinals created each time. The 
number twenty-three suggests Our own title, the number eight Jesus 
proclaiming the beatitudes, and the number seven the combined 
theological and cardinal virtues. The present four bring to mind the 
fiery chariot of Elias and Ezechiel’s wheel with four faces. 

This vision of the prophetic chariot, when applied to the tasks of 
the cardinals, will inspire them to make the world holy by good example 
and the practice of the works of mercy. January 18, 1961. 
































St. Joseph and the Ecumenical Council 


An Apostolic Letter of Pope John XXIll to the Bishops 
and the Faithful of All the World 


Le voci 


ENERABLE BRETHREN 

and beloved sons! Countless 
expressions of joy and ex- 
pectation and of best wishes for the 
success of the Second Vatican 
Council have come to Us from 
every corner of the globe. They 
are stirring Us more and more to 
avail Ourself of the good dispo- 
sitions of all the many simple and 
sincere hearts whom We see so 
lovingly and generously devoting 
themselves to begging for God’s 
help, to growing in religious fer- 
vor, to achieving a clearer under- 
standing of all that the celebration 
of the Council will require before- 
hand and will subsequently: pro- 
duce in the form of a development 
of the interior and exterior life of 
the Church, and of a spiritual re- 
vival throughout the whole world. 
And now, as a new spring 
breaks into view and we stand on 
the threshold of the Sacred Easter 
Liturgy, we find ourselves face to 
face with the kind and gentle St. 
Joseph, stately spouse of Mary,— 
a figure so dear to the minds and 
hearts of those who are most re- 
sponsive to the appeal of Christian 


March 19, 1961 


asceticism and to forms of religious 
devotion that are quiet and un- 
obtrusive, but all the sweeter and 
more pleasing for being so. 


Increase in devotion to Joseph 


In the Holy Church’s worship, 
right from the beginning, Jesus, 
the Word of God made man, has 
enjoyed the adoration that be- 
longs to Him alone incommuni- 
cable as the splendor of the sub- 
stance of His Father, a splendor 
reflected in the glory of the saints. 
Mary, His Mother, was close be- 
hind Him from earliest times, in 
the pictures in the Catacombs and 
the basilicas, where she was de- 
voutly venerated as sancta Maria 
mater Dei. 

But Joseph, except for some 
slight sprinkling of references to 
him here and there in the writings 
of the Fathers, for long centuries 
remained in the background that 
was so typical of him, like a kind 
of ornamental detail in the overall 
picture of the Savior’s life. It took 
time for devotion to him to go be- 
yond those passing glances and 
take root in the heart of the faith- 
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ful, and then surge forth in the 
form of special prayers and of a 
profound sense of trust and confi- 
dence. The fervent joys of pouring 
forth these deepest feelings of the 
heart in so many impressive ways 
has been saved for modern times; 
and it gives Us special pleasure to 
draw upon these treasures now for 
something quite pertinent and 
meaningful. 


St. JOSEPH IN THE WORDS OF THE 
PONTIFFS OF THE LAST ONE 
HUNDRED YEARS 


The first two postulata 2 that the 
Fathers of the First Vatican Coun- 
cil presented to Pius IX when they 
met in Rome (1869-1870) had to 
do with St. Joseph. Their first 
request was that devotion to him 
be accorded a higher place in the 
sacred Liturgy: this document 
bore the signatures of 153 bishops. 
The other one, which had been 
signed by 48 superiors-general of 
religious orders, asked for the sol- 
emn proclamation of St. Joseph as 
Patron of the universal Church.? 


Pius IX 


Pius IX greeted both requests 
with joy. At the very beginning 
of his pontificate (on December 10, 
1847), he had set aside the third 


Sunday after Easter for the feast 
and the liturgy of the Patronage 
of St. Joseph. As early as 1854, 
in a devout and stirring talk, he 
had pointed to St. Joseph as the 
surest hope of the Church after 
the Blessed Virgin; and on Decem- 
ber 8, 1870, when the Vatican 
Council had been suspended be- 
cause of political events, he seized 
the occasion of the feast of the 
Immaculate Conception to issue a 
more solemn and official proclama- 
tion that St. Joseph was the patron 
of the universal Church and to ele- 
vate the feast of March 19th to the 
liturgical rank of a double of the 
first class.* 

That Decree of December 8, 
1870, issued “Urbi et Orbi,” was 
brief but beautiful and wonderful 
and really worthy of the Ad per- 
petuam memoriam, and it opened a 
vein of rich and precious inspira- 
tions for the successors of Pius the 
Ninth. 


Leo XII 


For the feast of the Assumption 
in 1889, the immortal Leo XIII is- 
sued the letter “Quamquam plu- 
ries,” ® the richest and fullest docu- 
ment that a pope ever issued in 
honor of the foster father of 
Jesus; it pointed up his character- 
istic role as the model for fathers 
of families and for workers. This 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, March 19, 1961. Italian text. Translation pre- 
pared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

In this letter the Holy Father summarizes the pronouncements of previous popes 
on St. Joseph, discusses the involvement of the entire Christian community in the 
forthcoming ecumenical council, and indicates that St. Joseph will be named patron 
of the council. 
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was the origin of the beautiful 
prayer, “To thee, O Blessed Jo- 
seph”, that did so much to enrich 
the time of Our childhood. 


St. Pius X 


The Holy Pontiff Pius X added 
many new expressions of devotion 
and love for St. Joseph to those of 
Pope Leo, and he was more than 
happy to permit a work on this 
devotion to be dedicated to him.® 
He also added to the treasure of 
indulgences attached to reciting 
the litanies that are so dear to Us 
and so comforting to say. 

What a beautiful sound the 
words of his grant have! Sanc- 
tissimus Dominus Noster Pius X 
inclytum patriarcham S. Joseph, 
divini Redemptoris patrem putati- 
vum, Deiparae Virginis sponsum 
purissimum et catholicae Ecclesiae 
potentem apud Deum Patronum? 
—just look at the depth of personal 
feeling—cujus glorioso nomine e 
nativitate decoratur, peculiari at- 
que constante religione ac pietate 
complectitur.. And the other words 
he used to give the reasons for 
granting the new favors: ad aug- 
endum cultum erga S. Joseph, 
Ecclesiae universalis Patronum.® 


* Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
? Official petitions. 


Benedict XV 


At the outbreak of the first great 
European war, when the eyes of 
St. Pius X had closed on life here 
below, Divine Providence raised 
up Pope Benedict XV to move 
across the years from 1914 to 1918 
like a kindly star bringing univer- 
sal consolation. 

He too was quick to promote de- 
votion to the Holy Patriarch. It is 
to him that we owe the introduc- 
tion of two new prefaces into the 
Canon of the Mass: the preface of 
St. Joseph and the one for Masses 
for the dead; he wisely linked 
them together by issuing the two 
decrees on the same day, April 9, 
1919/° as if to remind men of the 
way in which sorrows and conso- 
lation are mingled and shared in 
two families: the heavenly one of 
Nazareth that had St. Joseph for 
its legal head and the immense 
human family that had suffered 
universal grief because of the 
countless victims claimed by a 
devastating war. What a sorrow- 
ful but at the same time consoling 
and fitting combination: St. Joseph 
on one side and signifer Sanctus 
Michael on the other, each pre- 


2 Acta et Decreta Sacrorum Conciliorum recentiorum, Collectio Lacensis, tome 


VII, col. 856-857. 


“Decr. “Quemadmodum Deus,” December 8, 1870, Acta Pii IX, P.M., t. 5, (Rome: 


1873) 282. 


5 Acta Leonis XIII, P.M., (Rome: 1880) 175-180. f 
* Epist. Ad R.P.A. Lépicier, O.S.M., February 12, 1908; Acta Pit X, P.M., (Rome: 


1914) 168-169. 


™Our most holy Lord Pius X—the renowned Patriarch St. Joseph, Foster Father 
of the Divine Redeemer, most pure spouse of the Mother of God, and powerful patron 


of the Catholic Church before God. 


®’ Whose glorious name has adorned it from the time of its birth, and whom it has 
embraced with a special constant love and devotion. AAS 1 (1909) 290. 

* To increase devotion to St. Joseph, the patron of the universal Church. (Decree 
of the Sacred Congregation of Rites, July 24, 1911) AAS 3 (1911) 361. 


* AAS 11 (1919) 190-191. 
“Saint Michael, the standard-bearer. 
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senting the souls of the dead to the 
Lord in lucem sanctam.'” 

The following year—on July 25, 
1920—Pope Benedict returned to 
the subject while preparations 
were being made for the fiftieth 
anniversary of Pius IX’s procla- 
mation of St. Joseph as Patron of 
the universal Church: and he came 
back to it again from a theological 
point of view in the Motu proprio 
“Bonum sane,” **® that seemed to 
breathe an air of tenderness and 
unwavering trust. Oh! what a 
beautiful thing it was to throw 
new light on the meek and kindly 
figure of our saint and to have the 
Christian people call upon him, 
first of all to protect the Church 
militant at the very moment when 
they were beginning to re-dedicate 
their finest efforts to spiritual and 
material reconstruction in the wake 
of so many calamities; and sec- 
ond, to offer consolation to all the 
millions and millions of human 
victims, poised on the threshold of 
eternity, for whom Pope Benedict 
asked the bishops and the many 
pious societies scattered through- 
out the world to offer up their 
prayers to St. Joseph, the patron 
of the dying. 


Pius XI and Pius XII 


The last two Pontiffs—Pius XI 
and Pius XII—of dear and ven- 
erated memory — showed a deep 
and edifying fidelity in following 
this same path of recommending 
fervent devotion to the Holy Patri- 





“Into the holy vr 

* July 25, 1920; AAS 12 (1920) 313. 
“ Discorsi di Pio XI, S.E.1., vol. 1, 1922-1928, pp. 779-780. 
% Discorsi e Radiomessaggi di S.S. Pio XII, vol. II, 65-69. 
%* Tbid., vol. VII, 5-10. 
" Tbid., vol. XVII, 71-76, English translation in TPS v. 2, no. 2, 147-153. 


arch in all of their appeals, their 
exhortations, and their inspiring 
words. 

At least four different times in 
solemn allocutions dealing with 
new saints, and very often at the 
annual celebrations of March 19th, 
for example in 1928, and again 
in 1935 and in 1937, Pius XI took 
the opportunity to exalt the many 
glories that shone forth from the 
spiritual image of the Guardian of 
Jesus, the most chaste spouse of 
Mary, the pious and modest work- 
er of Nazareth, and the patron of 
the universal Church, our power- 
ful shield of defense against the 
efforts of world atheism, intent on 
wiping out Christian nations. 

Pius XII picked up this key-note 
from his predecessor and made it 
echo forth in the same tones, in so 
many allocutions that were always 
beautiful, vibrant, and timely. As 
on the 10th of April in 1940, 
when he invited newly-weds to 
place themselves under the gentle, 
protective mantle of the Spouse of 
Mary; and in 1945, when he 
called upon the members of Chris- 
tian associations for workingmen 
to honor Joseph as their lofty 
model and the staunch guardian 
of their ranks; and ten years later, 
in 1955,17 when he announced that 
the annual feast of St. Joseph the 
Worker had been instituted. This 
recently established feast, cele- 
brated on May ist, takes the place 
of the one on the Wednesday of the 
second week after Easter, while 
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the traditional feast of March 19th 
will henceforth mark the solemn 
celebration of St. Joseph’s Patron- 
age of the universal Church. 

The same Holy Father, Pius XII, 
was pleased to adorn the breast of 
St. Joseph with a most precious 
garland in the form of a fervent 
prayer recommended for use by 
priests and faithful throughout the 
world in their devotions, and he 
enriched it with many indulgences. 
It is a prayer of a professional and 
social nature for the most part, and 
hence well-suited for those who 
find themselves subject to the law 
of work which is, for everyone, a 
“law of honor, of a peaceful and 
holy life, and a prelude to eternal 
happiness.” You find there these 
words among others: “Be with us, 
St. Joseph, in times of prosperity, 
when everything seems to be invit- 
ing us to enjoy the honest fruits 
of our labors, but most of all be 
with us and sustain us in the hours 
of sadness, when it looks as if the 
heavens are about to close over us, 
and as if even the tools of our labor 
are about to fly from our hands.” * 


MARCH 19TH: DEFINITIVE DATE FOR 
THE FEAST OF THE PATRONAGE 


Venerable brethren and beloved 
sons! We felt that this particular 
March 19th would be a good time 
to recall these points of history 
and of religious devotion and offer 
them for devout consideration by 
you whose souls have been trained 
to a fine sense of how a Christian 
and Catholic should live and act 
and feel. We say this particular 


%* Ibid., vol. XX, 535. 


March 19th because the feast of 
St. Joseph this year coincides with 
the beginning of Passiontide and 
so helps prepare us to enjoy a 
deeper intimacy with the most 
moving and salutary mysteries of 
the sacred liturgy. 

The dispositions that lead us to 
cover the images of Jesus Crucified, 
of Mary, and of the saints with a 
veil during the two weeks that 
come before Easter also invite us 
to holy inner recollection and to 
communicating with the Lord 
through a prayer that ought to in- 
volve both meditation and fre- 
quent, lively supplication. Our 
Lord, the Blessed Virgin, and the 
saints are waiting for us to ex- 
press our. trusting, heartfelt 
prayers; and it is only natural for 
these prayers to center on the 
things that most closely correspond 
to the needs of the Catholic Church 
universal. 


ANTICIPATION OF THE ECUMENICAL 
COUNCIL 


There can be no doubt that the 
Ecumenical Council of the Vatican 
stands at the center and in first 
place among these needs and cares; 
it is now eagerly awaited by all 
those who believe in Jesus, the 
Redeemer, and belong to our 
Mother the Catholic Church, or to 
one of the various groups that are 
separated from it and yet still 
anxious—at least as far as many 
are concerned — for a return to 
peace and unity that will be in 
full accord with Christ’s teaching 
and His prayer to His Heavenly 
Father. 
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It is only natural for Us to have 
as Our aim, in thus recalling the 
words of the popes of the last cen- 
tury, to stir up the Catholic world 
to work for the success of this 
great plan for order, for spiritual 
improvement, and for peace, which 
constitute the purpose and goal of 
an Ecumenical Council. 


THE COUNCIL AT THE SERVICE OF 
ALL SOULS 


Everything about the Church as 
Jesus established it is great and 
worthy of attention. The celebra- 
tion of a Council gathers the most 
distinguished persons of the eccle- 
siastical world together around 
the Fathers—those who are most 
richly endowed with the gifts of 
theological and juridical learning, 
of organizing ability, of apostolic 
zeal and fervor. This is what a 
Council is: the Pope at the summit 
and around him and with him 
cardinals, bishops from every rite 
and every country, the best-quali- 
fied scholars and teachers from 
various levels and from various 
fields, in which they specialize. 

But the Council is meant for 
the whole Christian people; they 
have an interest in it, for they will 
share in the more perfect commu- 
nication of grace and of Christian 
vitality that will make it easier for 
them to acquire more quickly the 
truly precious goods of the present 
life and thus assure themselves of 
the riches of the eternal ages. 

And so everyone has an interest 
in the Council, clerics and laymen, 
the great and the small from every 


* Divine power. 
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part of the world, every social 
class, every race, every color: and 
since we need a heavenly protector 
on high during this period of prep- 
aration and of development to ask 
for that virtus divina® that will 
enable it to live up to its promise 
and be an epoch-making event in 
the history of the Church in our 
times, there is no saint in heaven 
who can better be trusted with the 
task than St. Joseph, the stately 
head of the Family of Nazareth, 
and protector of Holy Church. 


Pius XI on Joseph 


Whenever We listen to the 
echoes of the voices of the popes 
of this last century of our history, 
as We just have, Our heart is par- 
ticularly moved by the words of 
Pius XI, which were so typical of 
him in their calm and carefully 
thought out way of expressing 
things. They come down to us 
from a talk he gave on March 19, 
1928—a few words in honor of St. 
Joseph, or as he liked to call him, 
dear and blessed St. Joseph,—that 
he just could not and would not 
hold back. 

“Tt is very thought-provoking,” 
he said, “to see two magnificent 
figures who were close to each other 
in the beginnings of the Church 
now standing alongside each other 
here close by and shining brilliant- 
ly: St. John the Baptist, who 
comes to us from the desert, some- 
times with a thundering voice and 
sometimes with meekness and 
gentleness: sometimes like a roar- 
ing lion and at others like a friend 
basking in the glory of the bride- 
groom, and offering the wonderful 
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testimony of his martyrdom to the 
whole world. Then the powerful 
Peter who hears those magnificent 
words from the Divine Master : ‘go 
and preach to the whole world’; 
and to himself personally: ‘thou 
art Peter and upon this rock I will 
build my Church’. A great mis- 
sion, with divine magnificence and 
acclaim.” 

This was what Pius XI had to 
say. And then he went on in these 
wonderful words: “In between 
these two great personages and 
these two missions, you can make 
out the person and the mission of 
St. Joseph, as he moves along 
quietly and thoughtfully, almost 
unobserved and unrecognized in 
his humility and silence, a silence 
upon which light would be shed 
only later, a silence that was bound 
to be succeeded by a long, loud cry 
of acclaim and glory through the 
ages.”’2° 

Oh! the invocation of St. Joseph, 
the devotion to St. Joseph to bring 
his protection down on the Second 
Ecumenical Council of the Vati- 
can. 


Purpose of this letter 


Venerable brethren and children 
of Rome, beloved brethren and 
children of the whole world! 

This is what We wanted to lead 
up to and this is why we are send- 
ing this apostolic letter on the 19th 
of March; We wanted the celebra- 
tion of the feast of St. Joseph, the 
Patron of the universal Church, 
to bring your souls the inspiration 
for an extraordinary renewal of 
fervor, that will come from a more 
lively, more ardent, and more con- 


* Discorsi di Pio XI, vol. I, 780. 


stant prayerful participation in 
the cares of Holy Church, your 
teacher and mother, your instruc- 
tor and guide for this extraordi- 
nary event—the Twenty-first Ecu- 
menical Council and the Second of 
the Vatican—to which the public 
press of the whole world has been 
devoting lively interest and re- 
spectful attention. 


Needs of the Council 


You know very well that the first 
phase of organizing the Council 
is moving along calmly, effectively 
and in encouraging fashion. Dis- 
tinguished prelates and clergymen 
by the hundreds have come from 
every part of the world and are 
now meeting here in the City; they 
have been divided up into various 
well organized sections, each with 
responsibility for some important 
work all its own; they are follow- 
ing the lines laid down by the 
priceless contents of a series of 
imposing volumes that have gath- 
ered together the thoughts and ex- 
perience and suggestions that are 
the fruit of the wisdom, intelli- 
gence and apostolic zeal that 
constitutes the real wealth and 
treasure of the Catholic Church of 
the past, the present, and the fu- 
ture. 

All the Ecumenical Council 
needs in order to reach a success- 
ful conclusion is the light of truth 
and of grace, the discipline of 
study and of silence, and a serene 
peace and trust in minds and 
hearts. This is on the human side. 
On the other hand, the Christian 
people must call down God’s aid 
from on high through their 
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prayers and through their efforts 
to lead model lives that will be a 
foretaste and a first evidence of 
the firm determination that each 
one of the faithful must make to 
apply and put into practice the 
teaching and directives that will 
be proclaimed at the end of the 
eagerly-awaited event — which is 
now well on its way to what 
promises to be a successful conclu- 
sion. 


The altar of St. Joseph 


Venerable brethren and beloved 
children! That brilliant thought 
of Pope Pius XI on March 19, 
1928, still pursues us. 

Here in Rome, the sacrosanct 
Basilica of the Lateran always 
reflects the glory of the Baptist. 

But the massive temple of St. 
Peter, where relics and reminders 
that are precious to all Christen- 
dom are venerated, also has an al- 
tar to St. Joseph; and today, 
March 19, 1961, We wish to ex- 
press Our intention of seeing that 
altar of St. Joseph take on a new 
and fuller and more solemn splen- 
dor, and of having it become a 
point of attraction and of reli- 
gious devotion for individual souls 
and for countless crowds. 

For beneath these heavenly 
vaults of the Vatican temple, the 


“ Protector of the universal Church. 
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ranks of those who make up the 
Apostolic College, drawn from 
every corner of the globe—even 
the most distant ones—will assem- 
ble around the Head of the Church 
for the Ecumenical Council. 


Invocation to St. Joseph 


O St. Joseph! Here, here is 
where you belong as Protector 
universalis Ecclesiae! ™ Our inten- 
tion was to use the words and the 
documents of Our immediate pre- 
decessors over the last century— 
from Pius IX to Pius XII — to 
offer you a garland of honor, which 
would crystallize the expressions 
of affection and veneration that 
are now rising everywhere—from 
Catholic nations and in missionary 
regions. 

Always be our protector. May 
thy inner spirit of peace, of silence, 
of good work, and of prayer for 
the cause of Holy Church always 
be an inspiration to us and bring 
us joy in union with thy blessed 
spouse, our most sweet and gentle 
and Immaculate Mother, and in the 
strong yet tender love of Jesus, 
the glorious and immortal King 
of all ages and peoples. Amen. 

Given at Rome, at St. Peter’s, 
March 19, 1961, the third year of 
Our Pontificate. 

PP. John XXIII. 











The Example of St. Joseph 


An Address of Pope John XXill to Various Religious Communities 
and Catholic Lay Organizations 


L’austerita 


ELOVED SONS, the austerity 
of Passiontide takes nothing 
away from the peace of soul 

and the joy caused by recent dis- 
plays of faith and of religious de- 
votion on the part of the people. 


Happy encounters 


Our four encounters with the 
people of Rome during Lent: in the 
Appian, Nomentana, and Portu- 
ense quarters, and on the Prati still 
linger in Our eyes like the vision of 
a promising springtime and enkin- 
dle in Our heart encouragement to 
keep on setting high aims and to 
carry through on Our plans. 

We are happy to let the children 
of Our beloved diocese of Rome 
know this and to renew Our assur- 
ance to clergy and laity that they 
have Our gratitude and Our affec- 
tion in visceribus Christi. 


THE INDESCRIBABLE JOURNEY 
FROM THE HOSANNA 
TO THE ALLELUIA 


The moving liturgical ceremonies 
of the next few days, and, passing 
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beyond them, the intoning of the 
Easter Alleluia are an invitation to 
us to stay united, as we have been 
during the penitential stations, in 
the footsteps of the Lord, who 
raises up before our eyes here on 
earth expressions of human, Chris- 
tian goodness in all its simplicity 
and attractiveness. And a new 
beauty is lent to it by the presence 
of the little ones. They form an 
escort for Jesus as He moves- for- 
ward on an ass, and they sing a 
Hosanna to the son of David that 
makes a deep tenderness well up in 
hearts. 


The value of pain 


We know it from experience. 
Without pain and without self-de- 
nial, there can be no hope for any 
real spiritual peace in civil or do- 
mestic society, and no merits for 
the time when one must pass on to 
the life that knows no twilight or 
decline. 

What begins in an expression of 
triumph at the gates of Jerusalem 
ends on the fatal hill of Calvary. 
We are close to the Hosanna of the 
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entry into the holy city, but it 
meets a quick reply in that other 
cry, the blasphemy and cursing that 
is the mystery of ingratitude and 
spiritual blindness: from glory to 
ignominy, from cheers to “crucify 
him.” 


Acceptance 


Beloved sons. There in a few 
brief remarks, made while the 
memory of the recent Lenten pil- 
grimages is still fresh, is a synthe- 
sis of life here on earth. Those who 
accept it with love are marked out 
for a life of interior richness that 
flourishes in peace and serenity; 
those who go along with it grudg- 
ingly are subject to the most try- 
ing and disconcerting fluctuations, 
marked with inner bitterness and 
external harshness in character and 
attitude. 

Orderly life together in families, 
communities, and civil society as a 
whole depends on a person’s way of 
accepting this element, which is 
characteristic of Christian life, and 
of one’s way of following Jesus, 
who moves forward riding humbly 
on the pullum asinae.? 


IN THE LIGHT OF THE PATRON 
OF THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH 


You can just imagine what ten- 





THE PoPE SPEAKS 


derness We feel this morning as 
We greet you beloved children who 
come from every corner of Rome, 
just a few hours after publication 
of the Apostolic Letter on devotion 
to St. Joseph. 

The first thing We want to do is 
to greet the Primary Catholic Art- 
ists and Workers Association and 
the Primary Catholic Society for 
the Promotion of Good Works in 
Rome and to pay Our respects to 
them on the ninetieth anniversary 
of their establishment (1871-1961). 
For almost a century, both of them 
have carried on under the protec- 
tion of St. Joseph and have done so 
with honor, with merit, and with 
good results. And what can We say 
to all of the religious here, who rep- 
resent a full nineteen institutes 
that draw the inspiration for their 
interior life and their wonderful 
apostolate in all fields from the 
name and the special virtues of the 
Holy Patriarch? 

This remarkable number of re- 
ligious families is reason enough 
for a great and exhilarating joy! 


The example of Joseph 


As you wonderful laymen and 
outstanding religious try to come 
closer to the meek figure of the 
Guardian of Jesus, you find there 
the best kind of lesson for all of 
you as a group and the best kind of 





Reported in Osservatore Romano; March 20-21, 1961. Italian text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

The Holy Father delivered this address to groups of religious whose communities 
were named after St. Joseph and to members of several Roman organizations of 
lay Catholics. 

As he notes in his talk, the date marked the 36th anniversary of his consecration 
as bishop, which took place on March 19, 1925. 














THE EXAMPLE OF ST. JOSEPH 


example for the special tasks en- 
trusted to each and every one of 
you; he offers a timely reminder 
and supplies that sense of balance 
and of patience, that amor silentii® 
and love of sacrifice which brings 
soundness and solidity to institutes 
which are devoted to piety, mutual 
assistance, and spiritual and ma- 
terial improvement. 


A conversation long ago 


We would like to let you in on a 
secret today. 

Cardinal Pietro Gasparri, then 
Secretary of State, was the one 
who informed Us of Our nomina- 
tion as Apostolic Visitor in Bul- 
garia —a dearly beloved country 
that We recall with a love that re- 
mains unchanged—and of the pro- 
motion to the espiscopal dignity 
that would go with it. When he 
heard mention of the fact that We 
would be consecrated on the feast 
of St. Joseph and in the church of 
San Carlo al Corso, he asked Us in 
that very direct and pointed but 
friendly way he had: 

—And why in the world on the 
feast of St. Joseph? 

Our reply was a simple one: 

—Because this is the Saint We 
think would be the ideal teacher 
and patron for diplomats of the 
Holy See. 

—Oh! So that’s it, said the Car- 
dinal, I would never have guessed. 

—Well, you see, your Eminence, 
it’s this way. Knowing how to 
obey; knowing how to keep quiet; 
when need be, speaking with care 
and reserve. That’s a diplomat of 





1In the innermost parts of Christ. 
2 Foal of an ass. 

3 Love of silence. 

4 Cf. Gen. 9, 12. 
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the Holy See; and that’s St. Joseph. 
Just picture him setting out for 
Bethlehem at once out of obedi- 
ence; carefully looking for some 
place to stay; and then watching 
over the cave; eight days after the 
birth of Jesus, presiding over the 
Jewish rite that made a new-born 
child one of the chosen people.* Just 
picture him receiving with honor 
the Magi, those splendid ambassa- 
dors from the East. Just see him on 
the roads of Egypt and then back 
at Nazareth, always silent and obe- 
dient: showing Jesus to people and 
hiding Him: defending Him and 
taking care of Him. And as for him- 
self, just following along quietly, 
remaining in the shadow of the 
mysteries of the Lord, and seeing a 
little heavenly light thrown upon 
them every so often by an angel. 

—I get it, I see, Cardinal Gas- 
parri replied. You are right. And if 
you have any difficulty in picking 
the person to consecrate you, re- 
member that I have already conse- 
crated many representatives of the 
Holy See. 


THE LIFE OF ST. JOSEPH 
A Most ATTRACTIVE EXAMPLE 
OF THE GOSPEL TEACHING 


This year St. Joseph stands on 
the threshold of the annual celebra- 
tions of the Passion and Death of 
the Savior of the world. 

If you think it over carefully, this 
is just the place and just the role in 
which he and his devout imitators 
belong: never abandoning the Lord 
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Jesus ; not losing courage at the ap- 
parent success of the enemy of all 
good, at the momentary eclipse to 
be noted in so many, many men, 
whom God loves, an eclipse—one 
might say—of good judgment, of 
right conscience, of generous ac- 
tivity. 

Great dangers 


Dear children of Rome! The 
temptations are strong and the 
dangers great. It was so in the 
past, it is so today, it will always 
be so. 

The threefold concupiscence: 
money first of all has a terrible 
power of attraction; the thirst for 
power cannot be stamped out; the 
pleasures of life lead to compromise 
and weakness. 

There is an old saying that fits in 
here very well. If a person wants 
to save his soul and feel safe in the 
House of the Father and preserve 
the precious gifts of nature and of 
grace that God has bestowed upon 
him, all he has to do is examine his 
conscience on the everlasting teach- 
ing of the Gospel and of the 
Church; and St. Joseph’s life offers 
a most attractive example of this 
teaching. 


New appreciation 


Beloved children, you know what 
We mean. The happy experiences 
of Our recent meetings have 
brought Us a new knowledge and 
appreciation of all of you who are 
now enrolled in those wonderful in- 
stitutes: the one, of Artists and 
Workers, the other for the Promo- 
tion of Good Works. You are just 
like the outstanding priests and 
laymen of Rome whom We knew so 
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well in the years of Our studies in 
Rome and later on when We were 
serving in Propaganda Fide. 


OUTSTANDING INSTITUTES 
OF RELIGIOUS LIFE IN THE CITY 


The two institutes that are here 
today in the Vatican celebrating 
the ninetieth anniversary of their 
founding hold a place of honor 
along with many, many others that 
make up the wealth and treasure of 
this dear City. 

All of you, keep moving ahead 
serenely and with a generous en- 
thusiasm for good works, while 
still maintaining a respect for an- 
cient traditions and an openness to 
those new measures of a practical 
nature that will be of greatest ad- 
vantage to parishes and to indivi- 
dual souls. 

Rome is very much alive! Its 
people have offered Us spontaneous 
and impressive evidence of this. 

We have gone into parishes in 
obedience to Our duty as a bishop 
who feels that, despite the care and 
attention that he must direct to the 
whole world, he must not cut him- 
self off from the service that he 
loves to render to the clergy and 
people of his own diocese. 


THE ENCHANTMENT 
OF A NEW BLOSSOMING 
OF CHRISTIAN ACTIVITY 


What did We bring to Our be- 
loved children? In the material 
order, practically nothing, except 
for a small offering to those who 
In the spiritual 


are very poor. 
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order, We brought with Us a sim- 
ple word and a large blessing. 

But these encounters, where eyes 
speak to eyes and hearts to hearts, 
have left Us with a secret, inde- 
scribable feeling of joy and of a 
promise of springtime. 

Enormous crowds: not people 
stirred up over politics, or excited 
over seeing some sports event, or 
movie, or television performance, 
but people turning with respect 
and love toward the old Father 
who represents the youth of the 
Catholic Church, its heart-beat of 
universal charity and missionary 
zeal, 

O Rome, Our episcopal city, and 
all you her children, old and new, 
God bless you! 

The sight that always moves Us 
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more than any other is the spon- 
taneous gesture of young mothers 
and fathers who lift up their chil- 
dren toward the Pope so that He 
may bless them. What a joy, what 
a delight! 

Yes, We want to bless this new 
flowering of the Roman Church, 
the universal Church: children 
and adults, young and old, clergy 
and laity, nuns and brothers. 

Beloved children of Ours! March 
19, 1925—-March 19, 1961. Today 
here with you We are completing 
thirty-six years as a bishop. Per- 
mit Us once again to call upon the 
special protection of St. Joseph 
and to beg him to obtain the graces 
of heaven and the consolations of 
earth for all of you present here, 
your families, and your institutes. 











The Achievement of St. Patrick 


An Address of Pope John XXill to the Irish Colony in Rome 


I fedeli di Irlanda 


IA IS MUIRE dhibh is Pé- 
draig.. 

On this day, the faithful peo- 
ple of Ireland, in their own beloved 
country and in every part of the 
world, are celebrating the liturgi- 
cal Feast of St. Patrick, the fear- 
less apostle and father of their 
faith, in the fifteenth Centenary of 
his holy death. You, beloved chil- 
dren of the Irish colony in Rome, 
have wished to gather in prayer 
at the Altar of the Divine Sacrifice, 
around the humble Successor of St. 
Peter. With great pleasure did 
We accede to your filial desire: not 
only in order to render this occa- 
sion memorable, but especially in 
order to bear open witness to the 
esteem and affection which We 
cherish in Our heart for your 
glorious Nation. 


Love for Ireland 


At this moment your thoughts 
fly back to the fatherland you che- 
rish, and to whieh, though in dis- 
tant exile, you are bound by the 
closest ties of dedication and love. 
Well, let Us tell you that We too 
are present there, not only in the 
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person of Our very worthy Legate, 
but more especially in spirit, with 
Our prayers and Our Blessing. 
And during Holy Mass this morn- 
ing, Our fervent prayers were 
raised up to the Lord, beseeching 
Him to keep ever intact, from cen- 
tury to century, the fruits of holi- 
ness, of zeal and of the apostolate 
which St. Patrick caused to spring 
forth in that land, the land which 
with and through him became the 
Island of Saints. 


A profound transformation 


The devotion to your great Pa- 
tron is ever alive and operative in 
you Irish people, and you have 
spread it in all the countries where 
the English language is spoken. 
Fifteen centuries ago, the good and 
faithful servant, at the end of an 
indefatigable and fruitful minis- 
try, was called to the joy of his 
Lord?: his labours had _ trans- 
formed a pagan people into a fer- 
vent community of Christians, 
amongst whom vocations to the 
apostolate and to the religious life 
immediately blossomed forth in 
countless numbers, centres of cul- 
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ture and of civilization sprang up 
and multiplied, and there com- 
menced a wonderful radiation of 
faith, which paid back to Europe 
and the world with abundant in- 
terest all that that blessed land had 
received from its Christian evan- 
gelization. St. Patrick was the 
author and cause of so profound a 
transformation: with good right 
could Sechnall, his saintly nephew, 
sing of his uncle in the alphabetic 
hymn, which breathes forth in its 
entirety a simple candour and a 
perfumed fragrance, this admir- 
able and eloquent summary of gifts 
and of virtues: 


Fedelis Dei minister, 
Insignisque nuntius ... 
Lumenque mundi accensum 
Ingens, evangelicum, 

In candelabro levatum 
Toti fulgens saeculo; 
Civitas regis munita 
Supra montem posita ... 
Pastor bonus ac fidelis 
Gregis evangelici. 


The faithful minister and 
eminent messenger of God . 
The great, evangelical light of 
the world, enkindled, raised on a 
Candlestick, and shining over 
the whole earth, 
pos of the King, fortified 
placed on a hill . 
The ‘ool and faithful shepherd 
of the evangelical flock.: 
To St. Patrick God granted what 
few other heroes of Christianity 
were enabled to accomplish, even 
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with tremendous efforts: namely, 
within the short space of a lifetime, 
to see the complete transformation 
of the land which had once received 
him as a young slave, and to which 
he had returned in the fulness of 
his apostolic fervour, with the man- 
date and the authority conferred 
upon him by the Supreme Pastor of 
the Church. 


The glorious fruits 


And since his death until this 
day, what fruits his work has con- 
tinued to produce! How many 
saints have trodden the furrow 
which he ploughed, triumphantly 
expanding Christianity: Columba 
and Columbanus, Aidan, Cathal- 
dus, Virgilius and Gall, who spread 
the Gospel throughout the length 
and breadth of Great Britain and 
Europe! How many priests and 
missionaries, whose names are 
written in heaven,® have left and 
are still leaving their sweet home- 
land in order to carry on a work so 
highly meritorious! How many 
struggles and sufferings, trials and 
persecutions there have been, all 
borne with serene courage, to en- 
sure for that ministry the stability 
characteristic of the works of God! 

Beloved sons and daughters: 

These glories of Ireland’s re- 
ligious history, beginning with the 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, March 18, 1961. 


tion in Osservatore Romano. 


Italian text. English transla- 


This address was delivered to more than five hundred of Rome’s Irish at a Mass 


celebrated by the Pope in the Consistorial Hall. 


The occasion also marked the 


opening of the Patrician Year, fifteenth centenary of the death of St. Patrick. 
The Holy Father saluted the audience in Gaelic at the opening and close of his 


address. 
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mission of St. Patrick, stand forth 
in your memory with greater prom- 
inence today, and render your joy 
more intense. 


Good resolutions 


The memory of the saint, how- 
ever, arouses fervent and renewed 
holy resolutions: his tender and 
deeprooted piety prompts you to 
live in the light of the Blessed 
Trinity, jealously safeguarding the 
gift of grace and of the interior 
life; his love for the Scriptures and 
the sacred sciences — which made 
him spend long periods in ‘divine 
readings,” divinis lectionibus, as 
the Breviary tells us—exhorts you 
to a humble and ardent study of 
the “knowledge of holy things” ‘; 
and especially it is an exhortation 
to you, students of ecclesiastical 
colleges in Rome, hope and comfort 
of the Church of tomorrow; his un- 
tiring apostolate spurs you to 
continue in his generosity, to pass 
on intact the flaming torch you 
have received, to make yourselves 
worthy of his teachings and of his 
sacrifices. 

The life of St. Patrick has an 
illuminating and joyful lesson for 
everybody: for priests and semina- 
rians, for religious, both men and 
women, for mothers and fathers of 
families. 


His fidelity to Rome 


But there is one particular trait 
in the character of the Saint which 
We would like to underline at the 
end of this address of Ours, a trait 
which is common to the generous 
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faith of Ireland, and which is 
strongly emphasized by your pres- 
ence here in Rome: We refer to 
his “Roman spirit”, that is, his un- 
flinching fidelity to the rock of 
Peter, which remained intact in his 
children throughout the long and 
troublesome course of their history. 

Rome had been the point of de- 
parture for St. Patrick’s mission: 
his deepest yearnings were ever di- 
rected towards this blessed soil, 
which guards the relics of the 
Apostles and martyrs; to Rome he 
had been brought by an angel of 
the Lord; and so one can under- 
stand the full significance of the 
admonition which he addressed to 
his children: “Ut Christiani ita et 
Romani sitis’—“As you are Chris- 
tians, be you also Romans.” To be- 
long to the Church of Rome is the 
distinguishing mark for every true 
Christian. 

That invitation of his has been 
jealously kept by you as the testa- 
ment of a very loving father: Rome 
has always been the focal point for 
the simple and granite-like faith of 
your people; Rome has been a 
place of continuous pilgrimages 
for Bishops, priests and monks, for 
men in authority and for the ordi- 
nary faithful; Rome welcomed 
with hospitable arms the aspirants 
to the priesthood, in those Colleges 
which are the pride of your Dio- 
ceses and of your Religious com- 
munities, two of which were 


founded by the intrepid Francis- 
can Luke Wadding. Rome was 


1May God, Mary, and Patrick be with you. 
* Cf. Matt. 25, 21. 
* Cf. Luke 10, 20. 
* Cf. Wisd. 10, 10. 
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again the guiding spirit of hero- 
isms without number. 


A wish for Ireland 


Beloved sons and daughters: 

We beseech Almighty God, 
through the intercession of St. 
Patrick—faithful witness of the 
Lord in the Catholic law, as St. 
Secundinus calls him—always to 
keep your noble nation in that law, 
and to make it shine forth with all 
the Christian virtues and with 
every desirable gift of human pros- 
perity and peace; We pray too that 
God may continue to fructify its 
soil so that it will produce ever- 
increasing ranks of apostles and 
missionaries, of convinced and 
generous-hearted faithful, who, in 
their love of God and their fidelity 
to the Church of Rome, will be an 


5 2 Cor. 13, 13. 
* God’s blessing to all of you. 
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inspiring example to others, the 
leaven in the midst of the wheat, 
the good odour of Christ. 

Courage then, beloved sons and 
daughters! It gives Us very great 
pleasure to be in your presence. 
Tell that to your fellow-country- 
men; tell them that the Pope is 
with them, that He loves them and 
esteems them with all His heart. 
And to render the joy of this day 
all the greater, We send Our Apo- 
stolic Blessing to you and to all 
your dear ones, to your fellow- 
countrymen in Ireland and the 
world over, to your works and ac- 
tivities, so that ‘‘the grace of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the charity 
of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Amen.” 5 

Beannacht Dé oraibh go léir.® 


A 











Vatican Radio After Thirty Years 


An Address of Pope John XXill on the Thirtieth Anniversary 
of the Vatican Radio Station 


Or sono trent’anni 


XACTLY thirty years have 
passed since the voice of the 
Holy Father Pius XI first 

went forth from these microphones 
over the invisible air-waves at 4:30 
p.m. on February 12, 1931. It had 
been preceded by a distinguished 
address by Guglielmo Marconi, who 
had contributed his personal ser- 
ices to help erect Vatican Radio. 


A vivid memory 


The memory of the words drawn 
from the Sacred Book that the 
Pope spoke to call the whole hu- 
man family together is still vivid: 
Audite caeli quae loquor, audiat 
terra verba oris mei. Audite haec, 
omnes gentes, auribus percipite 
omnes qui habitatis orbem, simul- 
unum dives et pauper. Audite in- 
sulae et attendite populi de longe.’ 

That day saw the beginning of 
the radio-messages of the popes: 
for the first time in history, the 
voice of the Pope could be heard 
in every part of the world at one 
and the same time, and this 
brought indescribable comfort to 
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Catholics, especially to those who 
were farthest-off and most isolated. 


An apostolic instrument 


Now thirty years later, in the 
wake of so many sad and joyous 
events, it stirs Us deeply and 
brings Us profound joy to make 
the same words re-echo once again. 
The events of that day put a new 
and powerful instrument into the 
hands of this Apostolic See and 
opened up new ways of proclaim- 
ing truth and charity and making 
them penetrate everywhere. 

This is what it was designed to 
do; and this was and is what 
really happened. Vatican Radio, 
which was set up with great fore- 
sight and wisdom, stands at the 
beck and call of the thoughts and 
the voice of the Pope, ready to 
send out the echoes of his words 
in all directions swiftly and effect- 
ively; it is an eloquent witness to 
the independence of the Apostolic 
See as well as an instrument for 
spreading the teachings of the 
Pope far and wide. 
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A sign of brotherhood 


Right from the very beginning, 
this product of modern technical 
advances was put to work in be- 
half of a greater unity among 
peoples, for it stood as a universal 
sign of brotherhood. Since then, 
this voice coming from the center 
of Catholicism has crossed the 
borders of nations and made every- 
one more aware of the brotherhood 
existing between peoples united by 
the bond of a common faith and a 
charity lived in exemplary fashion ; 
and it has enkindled a light in the 
heart of the oppressed. Even more, 
when the sad spectacle of the 
second world war was at its fier- 
cest, the free voice of Vatican 
Radio carried far and wide to 
bring consolation that went above 
and beyond the interests of either 
side; to encourage men toward the 
great good of peace, union and 
love; to re-establish invisible lines 
of hope by transmitting touching 
messages from unknown prisoners, 
from refugees and exiles, from 
grieving mothers and wives, thus 
giving strong support in the dark- 
ness of uncertainty and of anguish. 


Continued improvement 


The road travelled in these 
thirty years gives Us good reason 
for great consolation—We repeat 
it—and for intense joy. 


Our predecessors Pius XI and 
Pius XII saw to it that this road 
led constantly upward: the origi- 
nal station has been enlarged and 
improved in keeping with the pro- 
gress made in means of radio 
transmission, and Vatican Radio 
has, with the help of the Catholics 
of the whole world, taken on an 
ever greater importance among the 
broadcasting systems of the five 
continents. 


Gratitude 


The first thing We want to do is 
to thank the Lord for the very 
obvious way in which He has con- 
tinued to bless and help this work; 
and We want to thank all of those 
who have served as valuable in- 
struments for Him during these 
thirty years. We would like to 
single out for special mention the 
first two directors, Fr. Giuseppe 
Gianfranceschi and Fr. Filippo 
Soccorsi, who were succeded in 
1953 by Our beloved son, Fr. An- 
tonio Stefanizzi; and along with 
them the Community of the Fa- 
thers of the Society of Jesus who 
are specially attached to Vatican 
Radio and are performing a ser- 
vice that they have always carried 
out with competence and self- 
sacrifice, helped by some distingu- 
ished fellow-workers and techni- 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, February 13-14, 1961. Italian text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

Vatican Radio, among the most powerful stations in Europe, broadcasts twenty- 
three and a half hours evety day, seven days a week. Its programs are transmitted 
in twenty-nine languages. More than half of the entire output of Vatican Radio is 


aimed at people behind the Iron Curtain. 
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cians of various nationalities and 
origins. 


Television 


One of the encouraging develop- 
ments of these years has been the 
very promising beginning of a new 
invention that We might call the 
sister of radio: television. Right 
from the very beginning, it too has 
offered its services to the Apostolic 
See; it is a prompt and ready ve- 
hicle for transmitting inspiring 
pictures, memorable events, and 
sacred functions celebrated with 
great devotion and beauty. Vatican 
Radio maintains a very friendly 
attitude toward this most recent 
product of modern technical skill, 
the use of which has most courte- 
ously and generously been made 
available to it, for the present, by 
the closest station of the Radio- 
Television-Network.? Its antennas 
and studios maintain fraternal re- 
lationships with Vatican Radio. 


A special meaning 

Beloved sons! All of these things 
involved in the vast field of audio- 
visual communications taken to- 
gether have a meaning of their 
own that goes beyond the histori- 
cal record or the purely technical 
side. And that is why it gives Us 
great pleasure to address men of 
good will and to take Our cue from 
this anniversary to point up a 
triple warning and teaching that 
comes to Our mind. 


Truth 
When radio-waves are put at 
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the service of the timeless teaching 
of the Church, then they are 
spreading —as We have said be- 
fore—an invitation to truth, which 
is the only thing that can save man 
from the danger of giving in to 
the inclinations of his senses, and 
which can restore him to his dig- 
nity as a child of God. These waves 
serve aS a warning to speak the 
truth and to live it, as We recalled 
in Our recent Christmas radio mes- 
sage. 


Charity 


They are also spreading and 
amplifying an invitation to charity 
which will, through mutual re- 
spect, break through the barriers 
of nationality, race, and social dis- 
tinction and will recall men to 
the lofty ideal of union, of mutual 
cooperation, of harmonious and 
constructive understanding. 


Science 


Last of all, they proclaim a 
warning on the real worth of 
science, which should be directed 
not so much toward mastering the 
techniques of destruction that can 
cause a violent upheaval of the 
order of nature and threaten the 
security of man, as toward the 
peaceful conquest of the mysteri- 
ous forces that God has hidden in 
creation to serve as a help to man 
and to contribute to his elevation 
and lasting progress. 


Hope for the future 
These are the wishes that spring 


+ Hear, O ye heavens, the things I speak, let the earth give ear to the words of my 
mouth. (Deut. 32, 1) Hear these things, all ye nations: give ear all ye inhabitants 


of the world ... both rich and poor together. 


(Ps, 48, 2-83) Give ear, ye islands, and 


hearken, ye people from afar. (Isa. 49, 1) Cf. AAS 23 (1931) 65. 
urope. 


* This networ 


includes most of the countries of western 
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from Our heart today, harbingers 
of renewed hope for the future. 

All this is encouragement to 
continue to work with simplicity, 
trust, and perseverance. The Lord 
will be with Us, to lend new 
strength to Our efforts, sustained 
by the good will of Our beloved 
children throughout the whole 
world. 


A blessing 
Qur dearest and most fatherly 
* Eph. 8, 19. 
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thoughts go out to them; and as 
We thank the various authorities 
and orgaizations throughout the 
world for their help and good will 
during the thirty years Vatican 
Radio has been in existence, We 
are happy to embrace the whole 
human family with Our Apostolic 
Blessing, and to send it especially 
to the little ones, to workers, to 
the unemployed, and to the sick, so 
that all of them may be “filled 
unto all the fullness of God.’ 
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Fostering Vocations 


An Address of Pope John XxXiIll to an Italian Congress 
on Vocations to the Priesthood 


E’ grande 


ENERABLE BRETHREN, 
beloved sons. It gives Us 
great joy to welcome you at 

the conclusion of the sessions of 
the first National Italian Congress 
on Vocations to the Priesthood. 

The venerable and beloved Car- 
dinal Giuseppe Pizzardo, along 
with his fine fellow-workers in the 
Congregation of Seminaries and 
Universities, is completely devoted 
to the holy cause of vocations, to 
solid training for future priests, 
and to making the Church’s pre- 
sence felt in every sector of sacred 
and profane arts and sciences. 
When plans for this meeting were 
being made, he spoke to Us of it 
with a youthful enthusiasm and 
with priestly fervor. 


A vital question 


This timely undertaking has 
seen a chosen group of venerable 
bishops and distinguished church- 
men from all regions gather to- 
gether for the first time here at 
Rome in the Domus Mariae — a 
title and omen of joy and of heav- 
enly graces—in order to study the 


April 21, 1961 


problems that have to do with 
“the selection and development of 
voeations to the priesthood in the 
pastoral activity of today.” The 
convention has really been one 
more evidence of the interest and 
care shown by the Sacred Congre- 
gation of Seminaries and of Uni- 
versities in taking up and facing a 
question that is of vital importance 
to the religious future of the dio- 
ceses of Italy. We want to express 
Our keen satisfaction with what 
you have done, Cardinal, and Our 
joy at the work of the bishops who 
have addressed the Congress and 
offered the valuable contribution of 
their knowledge and experience, 
and We want to let all those who 
have gathered at this very impor- 
tant and very helpful meeting know 
just how pleased Weare with them. 


The role of the clergy 


The subject that was chosen has 
laid stress on the indispensable role 
played by the clergy in preparing 
the way for vocations and develop- 
ing them, in the hope that this will 
encourage more and more priests 
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to give this problem a position of 
primary importance in the exercise 
of their pastoral ministry. 

The main point of the question 
lies right here: the lives of holy 
priests preclaim this most effec- 
tively and the experience of each 
of you gives clear proof of it. Even 
the Pope who is speaking to you 
has a very dear and touching mem- 
ory of His own in this regard. 


A personal memory 


It is the memory of the day of 
His first Communion: when the 
ceremonies were over, His vener- 
able pastor, whom all the children 
regarded as a saint, chose him to 
write down the names of the new 
members of the apostleship of 
prayer there in front of everyone; 
it was his first honorary duty and 
it set a blessed and happy inno- 
cence on its way. 

And later on, the child’s respect- 
ful and pious familiarity with the 
priest, nurtured by the lovable at- 
tractiveness of the man himself 
and of the example he gave, blos- 
somed forth into a priestly voca- 
tion so naturally and quietly that 
the boy never felt a doubt for even 
a moment that this was the reason 
he had been called into the world. 


The force of example 


Oh, what a wonderful force and 
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power there is in the models and 
examples we look up to in child- 
hood, and what an instrument they 
are in the hands of divine Provi- 
dence for unveiling the great ideal 
of the priesthood before the eyes 
of a child! One’s way of praying: 
one’s way of teaching, of speaking, 
of living. A kindness and wisdom 
that is always calm and dignified. 
Such is always the example of a 
priest who is really completely de- 
voted to God and to souls. 

The story of every vocation adds 
new confirmation of the impor- 
tance of the pastoral ministry in 
the formation of youngsters called 
to the priesthood and, to every 
priest entrusted with the care of 
souls, it serves as a reminder of 
his responsibility and duties in an 
area that is so delicate and yet so 
full of promise. That is why We 
want to offer you a few considera- 
tions that may put a kind of seal on 
the conclusions and resolutions of 
this congress. 


The loftiness of the priesthood 


I. First of all: respect and es- 
teem for the great dignity of the 
priesthood. 

The priest engaged in the work 
of caring for souls must resolve to 
instill a lofty concept of the dignity 
and mission of a priest deep in the 
minds and hearts of the faithful, 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, April 22, 1961. Italian text. Translation pre- 
pared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

The Holy Father delivered this address to the First National Italian Congress on 
Vocations to the Priesthood. His audience consisted of about three hundred seminary 
rectors and diocesan directors of vocations. Most of them were from Italy but also 
present were representatives from seven other countries in Western Europe. 

















FOSTERING 


and especially of those who are 
most responsive and most gener- 
ous. 

The pre-eminent position grant- 
ed to technology and science in the 
whole orientation of modern so- 
ciety; the capricious fluctuations 
that characterize a certain worldly 
spirit (which is in turn nourished 
by a press and entertainment that 
are often empty and superficial) ; 
and influences that are sometimes 
clearly harmful and corrupting— 
all these may serve to blot out the 
thought-provoking beauty of self- 
dedication to a higher ideal from 
the minds of all too many individ- 
uals during those years that hold 
the greatest promise for a life that 
will be apostolic and generous. 

The priest, who is in contact 
with those in the Christian flock 
who are frank, open, and healthy, 
has the main responsibility for 
making the eyes of the faithful, 
and especially of teen-agers and 
young people, dwell for a while on 
the sublime beauty of the priest- 
hood, which is superior to any 
other role in life, however noble or 
difficult these other roles may be. 


The priest, a man apart 


As Our predecessor of vener- 
ated memory, Pius XII, points out 
in the Encyclical Mediator Dei, 
“the Sacrament of Holy Orders 
sets priests apart from all other 
Christians who have not been con- 
secrated, for they alone have, 
through a supernatural vocation, 
been introduced into the august 
ministry that destines them to the 
sacred altars and makes them di- 
vine instruments by means of 


1 AAS 39 (1947) 539. 
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which heavenly and supernatural 
life is communicated to the mysti- 
cal Body of Jesus Christ . . . they 
alone are marked with the indelible 
character that makes them resem- 
ble Christ the priest.’’! 

Oh, what splendor radiates from 
the figure of a humble priest, the 
minister of salvation and of grace, 
the bestower of heavenly pardon, 
divinely absorbed in the very mis- 
sion of Jesus, even to the point of 
lending Him his voice, his hands, 
his deeds! 

Instead of bewailing the scarcity 
and shortage of vocations in many 
parts of the world, it would be a 
better idea to point out to young- 
sters the great breadth of the field 
that is waiting for the workers who 
go out to the harvest, and the beau- 
ty of the priestly ideal, so that 
many, many vocations may blos- 
som forth among Christian fami- 
lies. 


Early interest in 
diocesan seminaries 


Il. The role of seminaries in de- 
veloping vocations to the priest- 
hood. This thought carries Us back 
to Our favorite studies during the 
early years of Our priesthood; de- 
spite the many serious worries and 
concerns that filled those fruitful 
years, We had a special interest in 
deepening Our knowledge of the 
matter that was the main concern 
of the Council of Trent in dealing 
with the care of souls: diocesan 
seminaries, which were the happy 
fulfillment of its plans to bring 
about a re-birth of Catholic life. 
We made a study of the topic “St. 
Charles Borromeo and the Begin- 
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nings of the Seminary of Ber- 
gamo,” which, as you might expect, 
was about the application of the 
decrees of the Council in Our own 
native diocese. 

Into that work We poured all of 
Our love for what may rightly be 
called the garden of the diocese: 
the seminary, where the young en- 
ergies of tomorrow, the resources 
for fine pastoral work, the promise 
of a perpetual youth in the sacra- 
mental and spiritual life of Holy 
Church are developed and reach 
full maturity. 


Efforts of Italian seminaries 


It is comforting for Us to know 
that the way was paved for this 
congress for a full year through 
meetings of seminary rectors and 
diocesan vocation-directors in the 
nineteen conciliar regions of Italy. 
The conclusions reached at those 
meetings give clear evidence of the 
zeal and devotion with which the 
seminaries of Italy are trying to 
ensure that they are ever better- 
fitted to carry on their unique and 
delicate mission. 


What the seminary offers 


Do not get discouraged, beloved 
sons; keep up your efforts in the 
holy work that has been entrusted 
to you. The youngster who comes 
into the seminary with good dis- 
positions and a pure intention is a 
sacred trust and every care and at- 
tention should be devoted to him. 

The seminary provides him with 
an environment that is ideally suit- 
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ed to forming natural and Chris- 
tian virtues in him, to hardening 
him to face future difficulties 
and setbacks, to getting him ready 
for sacrifice. It offers him faculty 
members who are interested and 
who give fine example, who are 
fatherly and understanding, strict 
when need be, but well-balanced, 
just, and patient. He. finds there 
men who offer heavenly wisdom 
rather than human erudition and 
who help form his mind and heart 
and make him responsive to the 
needs of souls rather than to the 
idle curiosities of learning that ex- 
ists just for its own sake. 


Formation im the critical years 


He comes to be formed, in his 
critical years, in the school of char- 
ity and of apostolic zeal; We tried 
to express this in an article of the 
First Roman Synod: “Extremis 
praesertim studiorum annis doc- 
trina et usus alumnis explanetur de 
catechismo tradendo, de sacris ora- 
tionibus habendis, de Poenitentiae 
Sacramento ministrando atque di- 
rectione animarum ... de aegrotis 
ac pauperibus invisendis, deque 
moribundis juvandis.”2 Andagain: 
“Qui sacrorum alumnos ad sacer- 
dotium instituunt, ad id in primis 
operam conferant, ut eorundem ju- 
venum animi moresque ad pieta- 
tem cum primis probe conformen- 
tur; quoniam si secus acciderit, 
vel exquisitissima doctrina, ob su- 
perbiam et arrogantiam quae facile 


2“Especially in their final years, students should be instructed in doctrine and 
in methods of teaching catechism, preaching, administering the sacrament of Pen- 


ance and directing souls... 
the dying.” (478, no. 3) 


king care of the sick and the poor, and helping 
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descenderet in animos, maximas 
edere poterit ruinas.”’® 


Help from pastors 
and young priests 


A young seminarian is also 
helped and defended in persevering 
by the paternal vigilance of pastors 
and the example of young priests; 
and he should be helped in economic 
difficulties. We like to feel that the 
priests of today will emulate their 
confreres in the past in this regard 
by offering a prompt and edifying 
example to those working in the 
Institute for Promoting Vocations 
and to the laity, who are always 
responsive and generous. 

A vocation that is carefully se- 
lected and helped and surrounded 
with care is a gift of God, and oh, 
how much can and must be done to 
have it reach its full flowering in 
a holy and sanctifying priesthood! 
This is what is brought to Our 
mind by the role and work of sem- 
inaries in selecting and developing 
vocations to the priesthood. 


Shortage of vocations 


Ill. A third point is suggested to 
Us by some figures and statistics 
that are always before Our mind 
and Our eyes. The thoughts that 
spring up when we realize that the 
number of priests available is, un- 
fortunately, unequal to the needs 
and demands of a population that 
is constantly growing and a pas- 
toral ministry that is already very 
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complex, offer good reason for the 
anxiety felt by pastors. 

The sad and moving words of 
Jesus, which come down to us over 
the course of two thousand years, 
are still true and still sobering: 
“The harvest indeed is great, but 
the laborers are few.’’* Still, the 
number of newly-ordained priests 
and especially the number of stu- 
dents in minor seminaries give us 
reason to hope for happier days for 
major seminaries in the years to 
come. This brings Us great con- 
solation. 


Nourishing the vocation 


But a priest does not appear just 
by accident; a vocation does not de- 
velop by itself. And so we must 
work. All together and with good 
will: priests first of all, and then 
good lay people, parents, each ac- 
cording to his own capacities and 
opportunities, but always without 
any hesitation or fear. 

The work of harvesting the crop 
is not a complicated one. It is sim- 
ple and all it demands is a heart 
that is open and ready, some in- 
sight and discretion, sincere zeal 
and love of God. All you have to 
do is to follow the furrow, which 
is like a trail left behind by divine 
Providence: discover a sign, re- 
spect a secret, give warmth to 
an idea, seize the right moment to 
direct, counsel, guide, with a hand 
that is light and yet firm in mo- 
ments of crisis and of temptation. 


3“Those who are training students in the sacred studies that lead to the priest- 
hood should aim principally at having the attitudes and actions of these youngsters 


conform as they shoul 


to the rules of piety; for if this does not happen, the most 


subtle learning may lead to the greatest ruin because of the pride and arrogance 
that can easily make their way into souls.” (479) 


4 Luke 10, 2 
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And above all, pray and make 
others pray, in response to the 
moving invitation of Jesus: “You 
must ask the Lord to whom the 
harvest belongs to send laborers 
out for the harvesting.”5 


A plea to heaven 


We want to conclude Our words 
with an ardent and trusting plea 
to the heavenly Father, ex quo om- 
nis paternitas in caelis et in terra 
nominatur,® to send us many holy 
priests; We turn to the Mother of 
Jesus and our Mother, who stayed 
at the side of the Apostles in the 
Cenacle, praying silently; to the 
Holy Apostles, the first Twelve, 
and to all the others who followed 
them, to continue to pour forth 
the treasures of their example and 
of their very powerful interces- 
sion. 


A plea to the clergy 


And We want to extend this plea 
to Our beloved clergy and ask 
them to be shining examples of the 
virtues that will attract the hearts 
and minds of children and inspire 
and encourage young people; for 
thus they will be responsible for 
a steadily-growing stream of voca- 
tions that will be the honor and 
the salvation of our Christian 
people. 

A plea to families 


And once again, We turn to 
faithful and generous families, to 
ask them to consider it the highest 
honor that can touch them on 
earth if they can offer the Lord a 
priest, who will be their crowning 


5 Tbid. 
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joy and their consolation in life 
and in death and especially in 
Paradise. May they succeed in pre- 
serving in their homes an atmos- 
phere that will be peaceful and 
joyous, hard-working and pure, 
where the threats of storms are 
known, but only as a distant echo; 
may they have the strength to be 
detached and to be so joyfully, 
when the Lord demands it. May 
they be a precious reservoir of ar- 
dent hearts that are ready to an- 
swer the heavenly call to labor for 
the Kingdom of God. 


Concern for Latin America 


Venerable brethren, beloved 
sons. Won’t you permit the Pope 
who is speaking to you to share 
with you a secret about something 
that troubles him deeply and con- 
stantly? Of course it is only natu- 
ral and proper for Us to be con- 
cerned and worried over the num- 
ber and the training of future 
priests for the dioceses of Italy 
and of Europe. But Our anxious 
eyes go out to all the nations of the 
world and especially to those of 
Latin America, where the vastness 
of the territories, the rapid growth 
of population, political and eco- 
nomic changes, and other causes 
have added to the difficulty and 
delayed any solution for the serious 
problem of vocations and the con- 
sequent one of caring for individ- 
ual aspects of pastoral activity in 
accordance with the increased 
needs of the times. 

We like to look ahead with the 
same trust that animates the Pon- 
tifical Commission for Latin Amer- 


6 From whom all Fatherhood in heaven and on earth takes its title. (Hph. 8, 15) 
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ica, which has succeeded in defin- 
ing the situation and suggesting 
proper remedies. 

The mind and heart of the Pope 
are anxious in this regard. 


Help from Italy 


Permit Us to express a hope that 
the dioceses of Italy not only may 
quickly and generously provide for 
their own needs, but also may be in 
a position—especially those in the 
north —to offer the Church the 
precious energies of their sons; We 
invite them to turn lovingly to- 
ward the immense fields of the dio- 
ceses of South America, which are 
sister-dioceses in a double sense. 


The Sacred Congregation 


Cardinal Prefect of the Congre- 
gation of Seminaries, We take 
courage and comfort and consola- 
tion from the prompt, noble, and 
generous cooperation We receive 
from the Roman Congregations, 
who feel and live and spread in all 
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its fullness the command of the 
Lord Jesus, who is always hurry- 
ing our steps toward other cities 
and villages that are waiting for 
His word. 


A blessing 


Venerable brethren and beloved 
sons! These are Our interests and 
concerns and these are Our pa- 
ternal wishes. Try to become the 
spokesmen for them in the work 
you are carrying on in the service 
of an ideal that is so lofty and so 
precious. In the hope that your 
activity may bear rich and consol- 
ing fruits, it gives Us great joy to 
send Our Apostolic Blessing along 
with you and We pour it forth with 
all Our heart upon you, upon your 
seminarians, upon your fellow- 
workers in the Institute for Pro- 
moting Vocations to the Priest- 
hood, and upon all those who are 
deeply attached to this mission, 
which is of priceless value to God 
and to His Church. 


* 








Brief Messages 


and Excerpts 


The Monastic Life 


. . . But if Saint Martin was a bishop and a zealous pastor who can well be 
imitated in the practice of charity, he was also and first of all a monk. You 
might even say that the only reason he was such a marvelous man of action 
was that he was first of all a man of prayer. And from this point of view, 
too, he has a great lesson to give to the Christians of today. 


Eager for solitude and union with God, this giant of the apostolate lived 
in constant prayer: numquam animum ob oratione laxabat [he never turned 
his mind away from prayer], according to the expression—later picked up by 
the liturgy—of his contemporary and first biographer Sulpicius Severus, who 
adds that once he was elevated to the episcopacy, the servant of God 
"remained what he had been before and bore the dignity of bishop with- 
out abandoning the design of life and the virtue of a monk: ita implebat 
episcopi dignitatem, ut non tamen propositum monachi virtutemque des- 


ereret." (cf. Migne PL 20, 166) 


Was not his principal means of evangelization to found churches and mon- 
asteries everywhere? ‘Ubi fana destruxerat, statim ibi aut ecclesias aut mon- 
asteria construebat."" [Wherever he destroyed (pagan) temples, he imme- 
diately built monasteries or churches on the spot.] (ibid. 168) And thus it 
was that, thanks to him, monasticism was introduced into France. 


Throwing light on this side of the activity of the great convert-maker is 
a way of reminding the sons of this privileged land of the immense benefits 
that the monks brought to their country; it is a way of drawing their atten- 
tion, which is so easily distracted at the present time by the agitated pace 
of modern life, back to the lasting greatness and beauties of monastic life; 
it is a way of inviting them to hold this form of life, and, in general, the grace 
of a religious vocation, high in their esteem. 


Again, by our recent visits to the Abbey of Grottaferrata, to the Bene- 
dictine monastery of Subiaco, and to the Generalate of the Trappists at the 
gates of Rome, We Ourself wished to give a kind of public testimony of the 
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value that the Church attaches to the institution of monasticism. The example 
of St. Martin, which has been confirmed by the experience of centuries, 
shows what invaluable instruments for spiritual elevation cloisters are in 
Christian society and what an effective contribution they make to the apos- 
tolate of the Church. 


During all this year, may the great Bishop, model of the monk and the 
pastor, succeed in stirring up a new spirit of fervor for the service of God 
all over this land of France, which is so dear to us and has always shown 
itself so rich in generosity! We like to think, too, that those who are today 
the happy beneficiaries of the work of evangelization that was accomplished 
by St. Martin will remember in their prayers the native land of the 
Saint—Pannonia as it was known then, Hungary today—and that they will, 
with fraternal thoughtfulness recommend the suffering sons of this noble 
nation to his powerful intercession. . . . 


—John XXIII. From a letter to the Archbishop of Tours on the occasion 
of the French "Martin of Tours Year.'' December 10, 1960. 


Foundations for a Christian Nation 


... As Father of the faithful, who embraces Africa with particular con- 
cern, We greet and congratulate today the sons of the Congo, as We did 
not long ago their brothers in other young African nations. We know the 
efforts made in the past to establish the Church firmly in their land, and 
We express a fervent prayer that this young Church may send its roots still 
more deeply among the people and rise like a strong, protective tree for the 
greatest good of the Catholic community and of the entire Congolese 
society... . 


To Our warm congratulations addressed to the clergy and faithful for the 
work accomplished, We wish to add some thoughts dictated on this great 
day by Our paternal heart. 


We wish first of all that the family life of Our sons may be in complete 
conformity with the laws established by God: husbands and wives deeply 
united and faithful, solicitous for the religious and secular education of their 
children; sons and daughters submissive to their parents, because the basic 
cell of a nation is the family and the nation is what the home is: healthy, 
strong, and fruitful. 


We wish also that parish societies may be strengthened in each town and 
in each city; may they be of one mind around their priests, may they wor- 
ship God by prayer and the practice of virtues, may they give to pagans 
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the attractive example of charity, so that one may say of them what was 
reported of the first Christians: ‘See how they love one another.” (Tertul- 
lian, Apologetics, 39, 7). 


Finally, We shall be happy and proud of Our sons if they are sufficiently 
permeated by their Christianity to surmount the obstacles that can arise, 
knowing that a truly free people wishes and accepts diversity in its members 
and enjoys a higher good from this difference. Fraternal love for one's 
fellow-countrymen, willingly practiced in filial obedience to the Lord Jesus, 
is the best cement for a people. It is also—We do not fear to say so—the 
best sign and the most unerring architect of its unity, of its prosperity, and 
of its greatness. ... 


—John XXIII. From a letter to the Archbishop of Brazzaville, 
on the occasion of the independence of the Congolese Repub- 
lic, Brazzaville (formerly French Congo). November 7, 1960 


Help for Families 


Beloved sons! The “Angelus” is particularly moving and meaningful on 
the liturgical feast of the Holy Family. Heaven and earth meet each other: 
and today the name of Jesus, invoked along with those of Mary and Joseph 
and radiating the brightness of His example, the warmth of His encourage- 
ment, and the strength of His protection, is shining on each and every family 
that has been sanctified by prayer, by patience, and by hard work. 


We know the kind of difficulties and dangers that Christian families meet 
along the way. /n the spiritual order, in particular: the effort of sacrifice and 
self-denial that is required of fathers and mothers to raise their children in 
a Christian way; to remain faithful to God's unchanging law in the midst of 
the wiles and attractions of a worldly atmosphere and mentality whose tend- 
ency is all towards pleasure and enjoyment; to build the strong rampart of a 
sound moral conscience and defend it against the kind of compromise and 
surrender that you can see here and there. Nor are We blind to the anxieties 
in the material order that come from the straitened circumstances in which 
many families have to live—especially large ones and those belonging to men 
who are unemployed or not steadily employed, or who are otherwise in need. 


In Our talks, We never miss an opportunity of encouraging the authorities 
who are responsible for these matters to do something about meeting all 
these spiritual and temporal needs; and We will keep on urging everyone, 
especially those who are in a comfortable position, to outdo themselves in 
generosity and see to it that every family obtains some lasting help that will 
enable it to meet its needs. 
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Beloved children, fathers and mothers! How happy it makes Us to assure 
you that We are always close to each and every one of you. 


We are close to you in Our prayers. And this is particularly true on this 
feast of the Holy Family of Nazareth, for it calls down the fullness of God's 
heavenly graces upon your beloved families: upon the innocence of your 
children, upon the unsullied strength and vigor of the young people, upon 
the thoughtful twilight of the aged. We ask for all of them the gifts of peace, 
of serenity, and of joy that will last through any trial. May the love of God 
ease and soften their trials. 


We are close to you in Our paternal affection and We hope to see each 
of you get what his heart most ardently longs for. 


We are close to you in Our very deep concern that there may ever shine 
upon your families some reflection of the nobility that comes from imitating 
the example of Nazareth, from a generous and whole-hearted observance of 
the Commandments, and from the practice of the works of mercy. 


Now We call down all God's consolations upon all of you. May Our 
propitiatory Apostolic Blessing descend in all its fullness upon all of Our beloved 
children here in St. Peter's Square and upon all those listening over the radio, 
may it descend as a pledge of Our great interest and love, so that there may 
be fulfilled the Church's prayer today: that ‘'families may be solidly estab- 
lished in peace and in the grace of the Lord." (cf. Missale Rom., Orat. Secr.} 


—John XXIII. A radio address on the Feast 
of the Holy Family. January 8, 1961. 


To Queen Elizabeth 


We welcome Your Majesty to the Vatican today with great joy. Indeed, 
your presence here with His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh crowns 
in the happiest way the series of demonstrations of friendship which, from the 
beginning of this century, have marked relations between the United Kingdom 
and the Holy See. 


We were a young seminarian at the time of the unforgettable visit of King 
Edward VII to our glorious predecessor Leo XIII, which he made in 1903 after 
coming to the throne. After so many years We still remember the great 
impression made then by this gesture of courteous respect. It was the first 
time after three and a half centuries that a sovereign of Great Britain had 
come to speak with the Pope. 
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Twenty years later, in 1923, Your Majesty's grandfather, King George V, 
was solemnly received here by the great pontiff, Pius XI. Being in Rome in 
the service of the Holy See at that time, We were once again witness to the 
favorable effect of this event on public opinion. 


Between these two royal visits there was the happy decision taken by your 
forebear in 1914 to establish diplomatic relations with the Holy See, the 
cordial nature of which has continued unfailingly to this day. 


Your Majesty herself was also received by Our immediate predecessor 
Pius XII shortly before your coronation, and the memory is still fresh in Our 
mind of the very amiable visit paid Us in the days after Our election by the 
Queen Mother and Princess Margaret. 


We are happy to recall all these past events in your presence, because We 
consider it rich in comforting promise for the development of good under- 
standing and reciprocal friendship between Great Britain and the Holy See. 
This good understanding, We are happy to recognize, is facilitated by the 
high quality of the diplomats that the United Kingdom accredits to the 
Apostolic See; their distinction and capability We cannot fail to praise. Good 
understanding is facilitated still more by reciprocal good will and, we should 
say, by a certain community of efforts performed mutually for the defense 
of the fundamental values upon which the life of society rests. 


As you know, the Holy See desires and constantly promotes with all its 
means the realization of the great Christian ideal of peace, charity, and 
brotherhood between men and nations. 


In a world disturbed by so many uncertainties and dangers but deeply and 
ardently aspiring to see this ideal translated into fact, the great and noble 
British nation with its wealth of courage, its spirit of initiative, and its tenacity 
occupies a place that We are happy to emphasize in Your Majesty's presence. 
lt is with personal satisfacton that We continually observe in the development 
of international events the valuable contribution which the statesmen of your 
country make toward the maintenance of peace and the development of 
friendly relations between nations. 


We very attentively followed press accounts of Your Majesty's recent 
journey to parts of the Commonwealth. While our thoughts are turned toward 
Great Britain and the vast association of this Commonwealth, We also think 
particularly of the many children of the Catholic Church who live in those 
vast territories and contribute their part to the promotion of progress and 
the interests of their countries. 


We believe that We can assure Your Majesty that they aspire to be second 
to none in the practice of the most sincere loyalty to the Crown and to con- 
stituted authority. 
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Finally, may We express the assurance of Our deepest personal esteem 
toward Your Majesty, who bears the weight of such vast responsibilities with 
so much simplicity and dignity. With all Our heart We raise Our prayers to 
God to invoke for your person and for that of your spouse, for the royal 
family, and for all the people of Great Britain and the Commonwealth, an 
abundance of heavenly favors. 


—John XXIll. To Queen Elizabeth Il of Eng- 
land during an official visit. May 5, 1961. 


Electronic Computers and the Men They Serve 


Gentlemen, We were very happy to accede to your wish and talk to you 
briefly during this Roman meeting of yours, which brings together numerous 
members of "International Business Machines'’ of Europe and the Middle 
East. We extend to you a most cordial welcome. 


For the non-specialist, ''l.B.M.'' conjures up a complex and mysterious 
world of machines with unusual shapes ahd complicated mechanisms, the 
technical perfection of which allows the almost instantaneous performance 
of operations that otherwise would require from man years of intense and 
uncertain work. A special appeal is exerted upon the imagination by those 
electronic computers, which perform thousands of mathematical calculations 
in infinitesimally small fractions of a second. But, gentlemen, about these 
technical matters you know more than We would ever be able to tell you, 
and that is not the purpose of this informal conversation. 


If for many "I.B.M." calls to mind these extraordinary machines, the 
thoughts and the heart of the Pope, who is now speaking to you, center upon 
men: the men who devised the machines at the cost of long years of re- 
search, the men who are using the machines to earn bread for their families, 
and, finally, the men for whorh these machines should lighten work, enhance 
physical well-being, and facilitate spiritual growth. 


As Our Predecessor, Pius XII, emphasized in his memorable Christmas mes- 
sage of 1953, “the Church loves and favors human progress.'' (Discorsi e 
Radiomessagi XV, 646) There is no doubt that technical means, which are 
being improved daily by the science of electronics, can be invaluable instru- 
ments of this progress. Thus, the introduction of automation into the pro- 
duction and use of information makes it possible to take into consideration 
an increasing number of human coefficients in working out economic fore- 
casts, and facilitates the humanization of production plans. 


By the same token, the continuous, detailed analysis of possibilities to be 
realized and of needs to be satisfied allows a better knowledge of actual 
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situations and of their foreseeable development. It thus leads to the formu- 
lation of more adequate decisions and to the orienting of resources toward 
populations which are in the greatest need of them, thereby better promot- 
ing the common good of the great human family. 


Insofar as your machines help coordinate efforts, synchronize operations, 
and develop the entire economy in a balanced way, they show regard for the 
ultimate aim of human labor and promote the satisfaction of those great 
needs which, in so many areas of the world and in so many social classes, 
constitute an anguished appeal to the riches of the most favored countries. 


lt gives Us pleasure to single out, in your presence, a very special appli- 
cation of the techniques of automation, because it is a happy example of the 
invaluable assistance rendered by the progress of electronics to the loftiest 
of disciplines. We like to mention the compilation of the "Index Thomisticus,”’ 
conceived and carried out, with praiseworthy effort, by Our dear son, 
Roberto Busa, of the Society of Jesus. We know how much you contributed 
to this monumental work, an important milestone in the knowledge of the 
cultural heritage of mankind, and the harbinger of a new approach to the 
sciences of philology and documentation. 


This is — and how can one help rejoicing in it —a utilization of technical 
progress in the service of humanism, a use of machines for the benefit of 
spiritual values, a novel and striking example of the mastery of spirit over 
matter and of the fulfillment of the command given by the Creator to our 
first parents: ‘Fill the earth and subdue it." (Gen. |, 28) This means that 
instead of swelling us with foolish pride, technological advances bring us 
back to the humility of the creature, and to the wonder of the child who is 
filled with gratitude for the gifts he has received and tries to make them 
bear fruit. 


How can we not see in this a compelling reminder of the dignity of man, 
‘‘wondrously established and yet more wondrously restored" (Missale Roman- 
um), redeemed with the precious blood of Our Lord? (cf. / Peter |, 19) 
This confers upon all members of the great Christian family a value so great 
that all machines, regardless of their price, become as nothing compared 
to the exalted dignity of God's children. 


Such, gentlemen, are the thoughts suggested to Us by this morning's 
agreeable meeting and which We wish to offer for your consideration. May 
you find in them a proof of Our benevolence toward you and your activities, 
in which We are happy to wish you the best of success. 


And, as a pledge of the abundant favors which We entreat from the Lord 
for you and your families, with all Our heart We grant you the favor of a 
special Apostolic Blessing. 


—John XXIII. To directors and employees 
of International Business Machines. March 18, 1961. 
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A Christmas Blessing 


Sons and brothers! The sacred rite that has just come to a close inside the 
temple calls for the gift of a most solemn blessing to the whole world from 
here. . 


This Mass that has been celebrated by the lowly successor of St. Peter is 
shared in by the priests of the Church in the whole world, as they join in the 
very same Eucharistic benediction and consecration that Jesus used to insti- 
tute the Sacrament of His real presence among men under the appearances 
of bread and wine, a little before the Passion. 


The great, final benediction of the Pope from this balcony puts a seal on 


the blessings that bishops and priests give to the whole world with open 
hands. 


The Pope imparts it Urbi et Orbi" [To the City and to the World] in the 


name of Jesus, with five special intentions in mind: 


First of all, for children, who are closest to the divine Infant of Bethlehem 
on this day: for the innocence that smiles in their eyes and because they 
are the promise of the future, whose mystery fests in the Heart of Christ, the 
glorious and triumphant king of all ages. 


For the workers, who today in the intimacy of their families can drink more 
deeply of that serenity that sometimes is hard to find and to enjoy, because 
of the discomforts and sacrifices involved in life. 


For those of all ages and social classes who are suffering from afflictions 
and sicknesses of body and mind. This intention applies especially to those 
who are suffering “propter justitiam” [for the sake of justice] (cf. Matt. 5, 10) 
and who find the exercise of their liberties strongly opposed or completely 
denied to them. 


We ardently beg God's great blessing upon those in highest positions of 
responsibility in civil society, in the sincere hope that they will respect truth 
and liberty and that their service to peoples will be edifying and will produce 
the happy result of true progress in human and Christian values, for indi- 
viduals and for society. 


Last of all, Our gesture of benediction goes out to the whole family of the 
Church universal scattered throughout the world, in continuation of her offer 
of spiritual riches to all men (often lost and wandering), for their light and 
comfort in the present life, for security of the future one. 


We hope that the fruit of this great blessing that We entrust to the 
merciful goodness of the Divine Savior will be a renewal of religious fervor 
in all, and that individuals, families, and all peoples on the face of the earth 
will enjoy the serenity that comes from good order and joy and peace..... 


—John XXIII. From an address to the whole 
world after his third Christmas Mass. December 25, 1960. 














The Seminarian in Today’s World 


An Address of Pope John XXIII to Italian Seminarians 


L’incontro 


ELOVED seminarians! This 
meeting with you this morn- 
ing brings Us the joy and en- 

chantment that always comes from 
contact with young people who are 
preparing for the priesthood, and 
it stirs up joy and hope and confi- 
dence in Our heart. 


Seminarians from Florence 


Dear sons of Florence, our first 
thought goes out to your city, 
which is entrusted to the special 
protection of its glorious patron, 
the first John. A distant memory, 
going back to the very first days of 
Our priesthood, binds Us to it, as 
We were pleased to point out in the 
letter We sent on the occasion of 
your city-wide mission.’ 

The last time We were in Flor- 
ence was April 29, 1954. We were 
on Our way to Siena, to preside 
over the offering of the oil from 
the Veneto to the shrines of St. 
Catherine. We stopped off for a 
few hours out of respect and epis- 
copal brotherliness toward your 
Cardinal Archbishop, who received 
Us with joy and gladdened Our 
heart with his conversation, which 
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was so rich in useful comments on 
pastoral life. We had known the 
venerable prelate since 1922, when 
a meeting of priests engaged in 
work for the missions was held at 
Vicenza. 

Today Florence seems to Us to 
be a picture of springtime in 
bloom, with the enchantment of its 
harmonious hills serving as an 
image and a symbol of it. 

The resounding echoes of the re- 
cent city-wide mission, are, judging 
from what you, dear Coadjutor- 
Archbishop — always so zealous 
and so dear to Us—have told Us, 
a good omen for the future of the 
diocese, which is the heart of Tus- 
cany, of that ancient Etruria which 
is so rich in civilization and history 
and was specially blessed by God 
with every gift of nature and of 
grace. 


From Monreale 


And what shall We say to you, 
beloved sons of Monreale? Your 
charming city, which We visited 
on May 1, 1923, is still in Our 
mind’s eye. But most of all We 
carry it in Our heart, because of 
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the news We have received of the 
promising development of its apos- 
tolic activities. They seem in a way 
to be pouring down from that won- 
derland of mosiacs that adorns the 
ceilings of your cathedral to exalt 
the grandeur of Christianity, as 
their inspiring principle. 

The Old and the New Testa- 
ments—just as in Ravenna and at 
Venice—impressed upon and into 
the human spirit through the pow- 
er of art, and brought to life by the 
harmony of faith: this is the 
wealth of a people; this is the first 
school for a youngster called to 
the priesthood. 


From Siena 


And We are glad to see, along 
with those of you from Florence 
and Monreale, the youngsters from 
the regional minor seminary of 
Siena, which is named after Our 
predecessor of venerable memory, 
Pius XII, as well as the seminar- 
ians of the Congregation of the 
Sons of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
who are called Combonians. 

Siena, “faithful and courteous 
. .. lively and vigorous, tenacious 
of its civic and religious tradi- 
tions,” 2 was how We described it 
on April 29, 1954 on the joyous 
occasion We mentioned above; and 
it is always in Our mind as We 
think of its noblest daughter, who 
bears its name throughout the 
world—mystically associated with 
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that love for Christ and for His 
most Precious Blood of which she 
was the fiery standard-bearer. 

And it brings Us just as much 
comfort and joy to have present 
young men from various other 
places who are preparing to be 
missionary priests and carry the 
joyful tidings to far-off peoples, 
working in brotherly cooperation 
in the sacred ministry with the 
native clergy that is growing so 
rapidly, to the great consolation of 
holy Church and to the good of 
souls. 


Two thoughts 


We want to take the opportunity 
of this meeting with you today, 
beloved seminarians, to offer you 
two thoughts that spring from Our 
heart at this moment, for your re- 
flection : 

I—A clear but calm view of pres- 
ent reality. 

II—An apostolic activity that 
will always be prompt, willing, and 
generous. 


I. A CLEAR BUT CALM VIEW 
OF PRESENT REALITY 


Some people have pointed to the 
Pope’s mention of his present con- 
cerns in his Easter message as if 
this were something new; instead 
We were simply recalling some- 
thing that We have always had in 
mind and something that We have, 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, April 7, 1961. Italian text. Translation pre- 
pared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

This address was delivered to an audience of seminarians from central ltaly and 
Sicily. The Holy Father warns them that they face a life of trial and suffering after 
they leave the seminary and undertake their priestly ministry out in the world. 
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on a number of occasions, stated 
explicitly. 

But maybe there is a little bit of 
truth in what they say: for the 
characteristic note of the Easter 
message was Our revealing a little 
bit more of what is weighing heavy 
on Our heart, despite the fact that 
We usually refrain from this and 
impose a discreet silence upon Our- 
selves. 


The road to Calvary 


Beloved sons! It is only natural 
for causes of worry and concern to 
exist. There have always been 
some in the centuries that have 
passed. 

History repeats itself. There will 
never be a time when the Church 
will not have to face trials. The 
Pope must be first and go ahead of 
everybody else in walking along 
the Via Crucis* which is the path 
of Our Lord, the Sacerdos in aeter- 
num.* And, as you know, the road 
to Calvary begins with the agony 
in Gethsemane. 


A call to suffering 


And so, beloved sons, you have 
been called and chosen to walk this 
road with the suffering and perse- 
cuted Church. 

Your lives as seminarians today 
are not supposed to be preparing 
you for a service that can be or 
ought to be carried on in some 
ideal world built on illusions. Woe 
to you if you think so! You will 
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run into some bitter disappoint- 
ments. 

You know this well. The real 
priest of the Lord does not spend 
his life chasing after dreams of an 
earthly happiness that can never 
be, or after comfort and security; 
the priest is not supposed to spend 
his time weeping over the golden 
days of yesteryear, which never 
really existed in the first place. 

Yesterday, today, always: we 
have to fight, to remain strong in 
the faith and in charity, so as not 
to give in to the attractions offered 
by a shallow life without any hard 
knocks. 


The weapons of the enemy 


Any man at all, any Christian, 
and all the more any priest, has to 
face the enemy of all good: quaerens 
quem devoret.5 He does all he can 
to upset the order planned by God. 
He finds every kind of weapon use- 
ful: from contempt for the eternal 
laws as merely a kind of supersti- 
tion believed by ignorant people, to 
the most selfish kind of spiritual 
laziness; from an undue stress on 
personal interests to a facile and 
rebellious demagoguery; from the 
temptations of loneliness to those of 
intellectual pride and unwilling- 
ness to submit to any discipline or 
restraint. 


Our weapons 

But our weapons are more pow- 
erful than the ones the princeps hu- 
jus mundi® has prepared against 


1 Letter to Cardinal Dalla Costa, Archbishop of Florence, August 31, 1960. English 
bar Flas on page 120 of this issue of TPS. 
G. Roncalli, Scritti e Discorsi, I, (1954) 199. 
3 Way of the Cross. 

4 Priest forever. 
5 Seeking whom he may devour. (1 Peter 5, 8) 
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us. They call for constant vigilance: 
sobrii estote et vigilate . . . resistite 
fortes in fide.” 

In fide, beloved sons, in fide. As 
in the times of St. Catherine and of 
St. Antoninus. For then, too, holi- 
ness was able to conquer difficulties 
and rebellions. This is the secret 
and the assignment that We en- 
trust to you: your life must be 
hidden away spiritually with 
Christ in God and develop there.® 
You are called upon to overcome 
every obstacle and snare and to 
struggle manfully in the practice 
of zeal, of purity of intention, of 
cooperation with God in the sal- 
vation of the world. 

And this brings Us to Our sec- 
ond thought. 


II. APOSTOLIC ACTIVITY 


This is where the priest’s contri- 
bution fits into the Lord’s plan. 
This is the heart and core and the 
real meaning of the priest’s minis- 
try: ministerium, that is, real ser- 
vice: humble and fervent, giving 
without asking anything in return, 
without thinking of one’s self, like 
the ministry of those servants who 
seem to be worthless but are actu- 
ally valiant and fearless: quod de- 
buimus facere, fecimus.® 


Principles for the apostolate 


The principles that bring an a- 
postle into the service of the Lord 
and of souls are completely differ- 
ent from those of the world: not 
presumption but vocation; not 





6 Prince of this world. 
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some sentimental whim but solid 
study, deeply-rooted piety, con- 
stant discipline. 

In these times, a young priest 
must make use of the advance in 
methods of winning souls and the 
aid furnished by better organized 
pastoral teaching. But be particu- 
larly careful not to get into the 
habit of looking upon the aposto- 
late as a matter of technique; 
rather, it is a matter of bringing 
your thinking and your life into 
line with the sincerity, the gener- 
osity, and the sacrifice that Chris- 
tianity teaches, and to which we 
must all be completely committed. 


The servant of God 


Just look at the passage from 
the Acts of the Apostles that was 
read at Mass today—with its epi- 
sode about the deacon Philip. It is 
a scene filled with the fragrance of 
spiritual joy and of apostolic 
charm.’ This is how the servant 
of God and souls moves along the 
highways of the world. Like Philip 
he is recollected in prayer, always 
confident, always completely aban- 
doned to the inspirations of the 
Paraclete, to the action of grace. 
Ready to do his part, which is that 
of cooperating with grace, not of 
anticipating it; of stepping for- 
ward at the proper moment, and 
of withdrawing into silence when 
the work is done: leaving a great 
peace and an indescribable joy in 
the hearts of those who have been 
helped. 


7 Be sober, be watchful. ... Resist him, steadfast in the faith. (1 Peter 5, 8 and 9) 


8 Cf. Col. 3, 3. 


9 We have done that which we ought to do. (Luke 17, 10) 


10 Cf. Acts 8, 26-40. 








164 


Your apostolate will be just as 
fruitful as his, if you learn to be- 
come docile instruments of the 
grace of God and do not look for 
words of human praise or mean- 
ingless approval, but rather dig 
deeply to form a path along which 
the Lord may come. Then the Holy 
Spirit will be able to take posses- 
sion of you and to work miracles 
of reform and transformation of 
souls by means of you. 


Joyful hopes 


Beloved sons! As We entrust 
these thoughts to you, Our spirit 
is filled with joy at the foretaste of 
the good that the Lord intends to 
bring out of each of you in accord- 
ance with His plan of infinite love: 
at the thought that your priest- 
hood will reap the first fruits of the 
Ecumenical Council in the up- 
surge in souls that every one of 
these solemn events at the time of 
its celebration has always pro- 





THE PoPE SPEAKS 


duced in the Church. And We beg 
the eternal priest, Jesus Christ, 
through the intercession of Mary 
Most Holy, His Mother and ours, 
that your preparation for the altar 
may move along calmly, gener- 
ously, joyfully, and in an orderly 
fashion. It is in these years which 
are so important to your future 
life that your future fidelity will 
actually be decided. 

To confirm Our fatherly wishes, 
and as a pledge of the deep affec- 
tion that We nourish for you, We 
are happy to accompany you as you 
return to the seminary, with the 
special comfort and strength of 
Our Apostolic Blessing, which We 
extend with all Our heart to your 
bishops, your rectors, superiors, 
and teachers, and to your families 
and parishes, so that you and all of 
them may enjoy a foretaste of the 
joy promised to good and faithful 
servants. 


L 














A Seminarian's Prayer 


O Holy Virgin, Our Lady of Trust, kind and loving Mother 
of Seminarians throughout the world, your presence once 
brought joy to the first apostles of the Gospel as they waited 
tensely and eagerly in the Cenacle for the coming of the Divine 
Spirit. Look down upon us now, as we stir with the same eager 
longing for grace and for a priestly zeal that will be holy and 
bring holiness to others. 


Just as you have been our morning star, so always remain 
the serene joy of our vocation, the safeguard of our purity, 
the flame of our good work in the service of Jesus and of the 
souls redeemed by His Blood and of His Church, which suf- 
fers at times but always remains glorious and unbowed. 


What joy it brings each of us and all of us together, the 
seminarians of the whole world, to repeat: “Opus tuum nos, 
O Maria.” What a sense of exultation always, always to be 
able to add, at every turn in our lives: we are not afraid of 
anything, O Mary, for you are and will be our trust, our Mother, 
“in aevum et aeternum.” 

—Pope John XXIII 





His Holiness, Pope John XXIII, has graciously deigned to 
grant the following indulgences: 1) partial of seven years, to 
be gained by seminarians who recite the above prayer with 
devotion and with a contrite heart; 2) plenary, to be gained by 
them once a month under the usual conditions, if they recite 
the prayer daily with devotion for a whole month. 

All contrary prescriptions notwithstanding. 


N. Card. Canali, Paenitentiarius Major 


I. Rossi, Regens 
April 7, 1961 
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Marian Devotion and Brotherly Love 


A Radio Address of Pope John XXill to an Inter-American Marian Congress 


Con deslumbres 


ELOVED faithful who have 
gathered at the First Inter- 
American Marian Congress! 

With a dazzling display of the 
heavenly brilliance that radiates 
from the sun of justice — Christ 
Our Lord—Mary has made herself 
manifest to you who, for the past 
few days, have been studying the 
privileges and prerogatives of her 
who is the Mother of the Church. 
Thousands and thousands of hearts 
are offering to serve as a symbolic 
pedestal for her most pure feet. 
And all the Nations of America 
have gathered like stars to form a 
crown around their Queen and Pro- 
tectress. 


Source of joy 


What joy this magnificent spec- 
tacle must be giving to the Virgin 
of Lujan, of Guadalupe, of Cobre, 
of Copacabana, and of so many, 
many other shrines that adorn the 
varied landscape of your continent 
and send out rays of supernatural 
life and nourishment to your homes 
and fields! Just imagine the joy 
that is flooding through the soul of 
the lowly Vicar of Christ, who is 
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speaking to you, as his mind’s eye 
sees all of you gathered together 
in love for one and the same 
Mother. 

There are so many things on the 
tip of Our tongue on this occasion! 
We cannot speak of all of them 
now, but We are going to make a 
brief mention of two ideas. 


INTENSIFY YOUR DEVOTION TO 
MARY EACH DAY 


Devotion to Mary is the best and 
surest road to a deeper understand- 
ing of the teaching of the Divine 
Master, and it helps us make our 
own lives correspond in every way 
to the vocation by reason of which 
“flit Dei nominemur et simus.” 1 


Mary in the New World 


Who did more than Mary to 
nourish the zeal of the first Spanish 
missionaries and of all those who 
preached the Gospel in the New 
World? The very route to it was 
opened by the good ship “Santa 
Maria,” sailing with the “Pinta” 
and the “Nijia.” The titles and in- 
vocations of Our Lady supplied 
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the names for the cities that were 
built on this continent; it was 
Marian in its very nomenclature. 
Thus, in your history the Queen of 
heaven and earth appears as the 
Mother in whose lap your peoples 
awakened to the light of the Chris- 
tian faith, this faith that was the 
strong support of your past, the 
basic element in your culture, and 
the fundamental item in your per- 
sonality. 

And so if a time ever comes 
when the enemy tries to snatch the 
precious heritage of your Catholic 
traditions away from you, from 
that moment on, may devotion to 
Mary grow even more intense with- 
in your homes, may your hearts 
throb with love for her whom the 
Liturgy hails as the conqueror of 
heresies: “Cunctas haereses sola 
interemisti in universo mundo,” 2 
her whom you have studied in this 
Congress under the titles of “Mater 
Christi,” “Mater gratiae,” “Mater 
Ecclesiae.” ® 


LET CHARITY RULE 
IN ALL YOUR RELATIONSHIPS 


The first Christians called each 
other “brothers” and this name was 
not just an empty formula, for even 
the pagans were struck with ad- 
miration for the love that they had 
for each other. In this way, Chris- 
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tianity revealed to mankind a rich 
oasis that was to be the font of the 
many works of mercy and the many 
institutions that are the glory of 
the Church. Charity, the heritage 
of Christianity, is rooted in the 
sublime reality that all men are 
bound together in one single Father 
Creator, in one single Redeemer, 
and in one single Mother who gave 
Him to us in the culminating mo- 
ment of His crucifixion. 

This brotherly love that makes 
no exceptions is the surest source 
of well-being for society and it en- 
compasses vast perspectives, on the 
level both of personal relationships 
and of those that involve groups 
or society. 

True and lasting peace is not 
something superficial and nega- 
tive; it blossoms forth from a spirit 
of general agreement and it is the 
fruit of a constant and progres- 
sive effort that first works to re- 
duce social tensions within each 
nation, and then builds and ex- 
tends bridges of understanding 
between various countries. 


Need for charity 


The great task facing the New 
World at the present moment can- 
not be accomplished if there is a 
basic lack of unity and agreement, 
and these will never be sincere and 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, November 16, 1960. Spanish text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

The Holy Father delivered this radio address to participants in the First Inter- 
American Marian Congress, held at Buenos Aires. An NC Press report stated that 
the congress had been called “to revitalize the Catholic religion in the Americas and 


to organize the fight against Communism.” 
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lasting if they do not draw their 
life and inspiration from the 
Christian notion of being one big 
human family. 

Oh, if only all men, those in po- 
sitions of command and those call- 
ed upon to obey, powerful peoples 
and weak ones, would only keep in 
mind that charity is the supreme 
link, the supreme uniting force in 
any community, whether it be on 
the family, the national, or the in- 
ternational level! 

St. John Chrysostom had this to 
say of Christian celebrations of the 
liturgy: “When we stand at the 
altar, we are praying first of all for 
the whole world and for the inter- 
ests of all society.” * Let this be 
true of your prayers to Our Lady 
now and forever: and her lips will 
break into a smile full of blessings. 


A hope for the future 


For each one of you, may this 
act of devotion to Mary be a 
pledge by which he obliges himself 
to strive each day to live a life that 
will be more truly Christian, and 
more filled with the spirit of Mary, 
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with a more refined love for each 
other, with a more solid participa- 
tion in Catholic activities. 

May the First Inter-American 
Marian Congress serve as the point 
of departure for a uniting of the 
forces of men of good will in de- 
fense of the Christian faith. What 
great good in the form of a flour- 
ishing of the Catholic faith in the 
nations of the Americas We expect 
to see come from fraternal coop- 
eration—We can almost see it 
already ! 

It is with great trust that We 
beg these graces and invoke the 
Most Holy Name of Jesus upon 
you; and, at the same time, with 
the deepest affection of Our Father- 
ly heart, We grant a special Apos- 
tolic Blessing to Our most worthy 
Cardinal Legate, to the beloved and 
outstanding Cardinal Archbishop 
of Buenos Aires, to the authorities 
of church and of state gathered 
there, to the clergy, religious, and 
the whole people, as well as to each 
and every nation in Our dearest 
America. 


1“‘We should be called children of God; and such we are.” (1 John 8, 1) 
*“Thou alone hast wiped out all heresies in the whole world.” 
*“Mother of Christ,” “Mother of grace,” “Mother of the Church.” 
“Hom. II on 2 Cor.; Migne PG 61, 398. 

















The Woman of Today — 
at Home and at Work 


An Address of Pope John XXIII to the Italian Center for Women 


Ci é gradito 


T BRINGS Us great pleasure 

and joy to meet you once again, 

beloved daughters from the 
Italian Center for Women, as you 
celebrate your tenth national con- 
gress. 

The joy and enthusiasm of the 
souls gathered around the Pope 
here today take on new beauty 
from the reflection of a double 
light, which emits a spirit of can- 
dor and gentleness: the Immac- 
ulate Virgin, who attracts our 
hearts with the brilliance of her 
person, which is “full of grace,” 
and her blessed Son, Christ Jesus, 
to whom peoples turn with fer- 
vent longing during this time of 
Advent. “Egredietur virga de ra- 
dice Jesse, et flos de radice ejus 
ascendet.”1 The morning star 
that announces the day of the In- 
carnation has come into view; the 
most pure stem has_ sprouted, 
from which the most beautiful 
flower of creation—Jesus, Son of 
God, Son of Mary—will blossom 
forth. Today’s meeting has been 
enkindled by this light, and ac- 
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quires sweetness and grace from 
it. 
An admirable record 


The joy that this heart-to-heart 
talk with you brings Us is born 
from a vision of the good that the 
Italian Center for Women has 
carried forward from its very be- 
ginning and is still accomplishing 
now, as it carries on its lofty mis- 
sion; above all we take joy from 
the knowledge that your Center 
has remained faithful to the su- 
pernatural principles that  in- 
spire its work of welfare, educa- 
tion, and charity. 

We are not going to go into a 
list of the good accomplished and 
the results achieved, even though 
we have received an extensive re- 
port on them. Beloved daughters! 
The Pope is well-satisfied with all 
you have done to stir up the good 
efforts of women by calling on 
them to take their place in every 
sector of family, civic, and social 
life. The Pope is with you, sup- 
porting you, and he joins you in 
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encouraging all those throughout 
the world who are promoting and 
helping women’s movements, and 
drawing their inspiration from 
the same ideals of unity, apostolic 
zeal, and most ardent generosity 
that inspire you. 


Two roles for women 


The theme of your congress has 
to do with woman in the family 
and at work. The topic you have 
chosen is one of great interest and 
importance and it offers Us the 
opportunity of entrusting a few 
thoughts to you as a reminder of 
your days in Rome. 

Family and work: two centers 
of attraction, two basic structures 
upon which the life of woman 
rests. They well deserve a word 
of attention and of thoughtful 
consideration. 


WoMAN IN THE FAMILY 


First of all, 
family. 

In a talk to you last year, on 
the 1st of March, We had the op- 
portunity of touching upon some 
aspects of the family, “taken as 
the natural environment for the 
development of human personali- 
ty, and as a providential refuge, 


woman in the 
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where the storms of life become 
calm and gentle.’ 2 


A warning repeated 


We are more than happy to 
come back to this subject, but Our 
tone is somewhat sadder, as We 
repeat the warning that burst 
from Our lips at that time: “This 
sanctuary—We say it with sor- 
row in Our heart—is threatened 
by so many snares. A propaganda 
that at times goes beyond all con- 
trol makes use of the powerful 
means of the press, shows, and 
entertainment to spread the wick- 
ed seeds of corruption, especially 
among young people. It is neces- 
sary for the family to defend it- 
self, for women to take their 
places in this work with courage 
and with a keen sense of respon- 
sibility and to be tireless in keep- 
ing on the watch, in correcting, in 
teaching others to distinguish 
good from evil; taking advantage, 
where necessary, of the protec- 
tion provided by civil law.” 8 

We wanted to repeat this invi- 
tation, for the dangerous situa- 
tions that We complained of then 
unfortunately have not been elim- 
inated, and in addition there are 
more and more new attacks being 
launched on the sanctity of the 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, December 8, 1960. Italian text. Translation 
prepared for The Pope Speaks by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 

Pope John spoke these words to delegates to the Tenth National Congress held 
by the Italian Center for Women. 

Also in the audience were winners of a Christian Doctrine contest sponsored by 
Halian Catholic Action, and the Holy Father addressed a few words to this group 
at the end of his main talk. 














THE WOMAN OF TODAY 


family. Those who have respon- 
sibility and a proper outlook as 
Christians and as human beings 
should neglect no means or effort 
that will help us to succeed in get- 
ting back to conditions that are 
healthier for the development and 
defense of the family. 


Gift of God 


The family is a gift of God: it 
involves a vocation that comes 
from on high and that does not ad- 
mit of any ready substitute. It is 
the basis for good, true education; 
the family is everything, or al- 
most everything for a human 
being. For example: for the in- 
fant who comes into contact with 
life in his first unforgettable ex- 
periences within it; for the ado- 
lescent and the young man, to 
whom it offers a model for emu- 
lation as well as a_ bulwark 
against the wicked spirit of evil; 
for the married couple themselves, 
whom it defends from the crises 
and loss of direction that some- 
times face them; finally, for old 
people, who can enjoy in it the 
hard-earned fruits of long fidelity 
and constancy. ‘ 


The voice of the mother 


In this picture of the family, 
there is an irreplaceable role that 
belongs to woman. There is a 
voice in the home that everyone 
will listen to, if it knows how to 
make itself heard, if it has always 
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made itself respected: it is the 
watchful and prudent voice of the 
woman, wife and mother. She can 
claim the testament of the dying 
Moses as her own and say to her 
children, and through them to 
future generations: “I call heaven 
and earth to witness this day that 
I have set before you life and 
death . . . choose therefore life, 
that both thou and thy seed may 
live; and that thou mayest love 
the Lord thy God, and obey his 
voice, and adhere to him.” ¢ 

When the voice of the mother 
encourages, invites, entreats, it re- 
mains engraved deep in the heart 
of her own, and is never again for- 
gotten. Oh, only God knows how 
much good is stirred up by this 
voice and what benefits it brings 
to the Church and to human soci- 
ety! 

Beloved daughters, make wom- 
en aware of their great mission; 
keep on working in breadth and 
depth to elicit from the ardent and 
generous ranks of Christian wom- 
en a drive toward a lasting renewal 
of public and private morals and 
toward an effective strengthening 
of family and civil life in the light 
of the teachings of the Gospel. 


WOMAN AT WORK 


Besides its extensive program 
dealing with woman in the family, 
your congress is also taking up the 
position of woman at work as part 
of its theme. 


1“ And there shall come forth a rod out of the root of Jesse, and a flower shall rise 


up out of his root.” (Isa. 11, 1) 


® Discorsi, Messaggi, Colloqui I, 172. A digest of this talk appeared in TPS v. 5, 


no. 8, 290. 


* Deut. 30, 19-20. 
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In this regard, we are facing 
new situations, involving a vast 
expansion of things to be done and 
of responsibilities to be met, some 
of which were not even dreamed 
of before. 


A widespread problem 


This problem touches everyone 
to some small extent, and it par- 
ticularly affects parents around the 
time their daughters reach the full 
flower of girlhood and the problems 
of eking out a living and meeting 
urgent family needs start them 
thinking about sources of employ- 
ment and income, or about prepar- 
ing them in school for the various 
professions and occupations of to- 
morrow. 

There has been and still is some 
discussion over how wise it is, from 
certain points of view, to employ 
women in certain specified types 
of labor and certain professions. 
But we have to face facts as they 
are and they make it clear that 
there is an ever greater flow of 
women toward sources of employ- 
ment, of labor, and an ever more 
widespread desire on their part for 
some kind of activity that can make 
them economically independent and 
free from want. 


Problems of working mothers 


But even if the economic inde- 
pendence of women brings certain 
advantages, it also results in many, 
many problems with regard to 
their fundamental mission of form- 
ing new creatures! Hence we have 
new situations that are serious and 
urgent, and that call for prepara- 
tion and for a spirit of adaptability 
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and of self-sacrifice. These arise in 
the area of family life: in the care 
and education of youngsters; in 
homes that are left without the 
presence of someone that they need 
so much; in the loss or disturbance 
of rest resulting from the assump- 
tion of new responsibilities; and, 
above all, in keeping feast days 
holy and, in general, in: fulfilling 
those religious duties which are 
the only thing that can make the 
mother’s work of training her chil- 
dren really fruitful. 

Everyone knows that outside 
work, as you might naturally ex- 
pect, makes a person tired and may 
even dull the personality; some- 
times it is humiliating and morti- 
fying besides. When a man comes 
back to his home after being away 
for long hours and sometimes after 
having completely spent his ener- 
gies, is he going to find in it a ref- 
uge and a source for restoring his 
energies and the reward that will 
make up for the dry, mechanical 
nature of the things that have sur- 
rounded him? 


A great task 


Here again, there is a great task 
waiting for women: let them prom- 
ise themselves that they will not 
let their contacts with the harsh 
realities of outside work dry up 
the richness of their inner life, the 
resources of their sensitivity, of 
their open and delicate spirit; that 
they will not forget those spiritual 
values that are the only defense of 
their nobility; last of all, that they 
will not fail to go to the fonts of 
prayer and sacramental life for the 
strength to maintain themselves on 
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a level with their matchless mis- 
sion. 

They are called to an effort per- 
haps greater than that of men, if 
you take into consideration wom- 
en’s natural frailty in certain re- 
spects and the fact that more is 
being asked of them. At all times 
and in all circumstances, they are 
the ones who have to be wise 
enough to find the resources to face 
their duties as wives and mothers 
calmly and with their eyes wide 
open; to make their homes warm 
and peaceful after the tiring labors 
of daily work; and not to shrink 
from the responsibilities involved 
in raising children. 


Need for confidence 


So the work that awaits you is a 
great and noble one, beloved daugh- 
ters, if by your presence you are 
really going to enlighten, sustain, 
direct. Do not let the many difficul- 
ties involved in this task frighten 
you; have confidence in the gener- 
osity and willingness of Christian 
women, in the healthy spiritual re- 
sources of this marvelous legion of 
beautiful souls, who are nourished 
with faith and with love and are 
satisfied to give themselves in sac- 
rifice for their families, without 
asking for anything in return, 
without complaining if no reward 
is forthcoming. 

But especially trust in God, who 
is close to you and “of his good 
pleasure works in you both the 
will and the performance.”® He 
strengthens you and inspires you 
and He will make your work ever 
more fruitful. 





® Phil. 2, 13. 
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Our Immaculate Heavenly Mother 
is always keeping an eager watch 
with her love and her grace over 
these thoughts of our minds and 
these concerns so dear to our 
hearts. 

With the assurance of this moth- 
erly protection, We are very pleased 
to pour forth the full strength and 
comfort of Our Apostolic Blessing 
on each of you here present, and to 
extend it, first of all to your chap- 
lains and then to all those who are 
working with you for the spread of 
the Kingdom of God and the safe- 
guarding of the dignity of woman- 
hood. 

(Pope John then addressed the 
following remarks to a group of 
giris in the audience, winners in a 
Christian Doctrine competition.) 

May We be permitted a word of 
fatherly, joyful congratulations to 
the members of the Girls Branch of 
Catholic Action who were winners 
in the National Christian Doctrine 
Contest. 

You have heard Our remarks and 
you understand what We are so 
concerned about, good daughters. 
If We had given you a talk all to 
yourselves, We could not have of- 
fered you any different instruc- 
tions or pointed out any different 
road. 

From this moment forward, you 
must find the ideal for your role in 
the picture of the woman who, in 
a sense, presides over the spiritual 
running of her home, just as she is 
described in a passage in the Bible 
that is so familiar to Our mind: 
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“Os suum aperuit sapientiae, et lex 
clementiae in lingua ejus.” ® 

Applying yourselves to the study 
of catechism is the first condition 
and the basis for the life you will 
lead tomorrow in the environment 
of the home and for the relation- 
ships you may eventually have in 
outside labor. 

So persevere in your search for 
truth and its beauties; do honor 
both to really genuine beauty and 
to truth; experience in yourselves 
the warmth and sweetness as well 
as the strength of the doctrine you 
are studying. 

The angels of the Lord will go 
before you, and your youth will 
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offer the beautiful and persuasive 
testimony of a life that is upright, 
noble, Christian. 

Your apostolate will be convinc- 
ing because of the power of your 
example, which will make you 
apostles of those eternal truths 
that give light to the intellect and 
warmth to the heart. 

And so We bless each of you and 
your aims and all of the dear ones 
who are the object of your love or 
your anxious care, with the father- 
ly wish that your presence, which 
today is a foretaste of Spring, may 
tomorrow become the delight and 
consolation of Holy Church and of 
your families. 


* “She hath opened her mouth to wisdom, and the law of clemency is on her tongue.” 


(Prov. 31, 26) 


A ds 

















Words of Hope for the Farmer 


An Address of Pope John XXIII to the Italian Confederation 
of Independent Farmers 


EccoCi nuovamente 


E ARE HERE among you 
once more, beloved sons 
and daughters of the Ital- 

ian Confederation of Independent 
Farmers. Your Fifteenth National 
Congress is being crowned, so to 
speak, close to the memorials of the 
Prince of the Apostles. We very 
gladly greet with a paternal word 
and a gracious blessing this joyful 
meeting of generous souls. 

Our word is above all an invi- 
tation to hope. 


Theme of the Congress 


This year the Confederation of 
Independent Farmers is emphasiz- 
ing the not-always-favorable cir- 
cumstances under which your 
work proceeds; and pondering 
with a sense of informed respon- 
sibility on the hardship that it 
entails, you plan to call the atten- 
tion of the authorities and of pub- 
lic: opinion to those problems of 
your life that cannot be put off. 
“To restore confidence to the farm- 
ing world, by means of an organic 
and courageous agricultural pol- 
icy” is the subject proposed for 
general consideration. 


April 19, 1961 


Gaining in importance, in this 
regard, is the work already accom- 
plished not only by rural women’s 
groups that have illustrated the 
value of woman’s activity and the 
importance of her contribution to 
the agricultural enterprise, but 
also by the groups of young farm- 
ers, presenting and guiding the 
needs of young men in the face of 
present-day social progress, inso- 
far as this concerns the work and 
the circumstances of farming life. 

These topics interpret in a sen- 
sitive and precise manner the legit- 
imate expectations of the good 
people of the farms, whose work, 
accomplished with silent toil and a 
spirit of sacrifice, surely repre- 
sents one of the most important 
factors of the world economy, and 
therefore deserves every attention 
and foresight from the constituted 
authorities. 


Sympathy 

The anxieties mentioned above 
find in Our heart a ready and 
affectionate echo. They are related 
to a basic need of moral and social 
life: dignus est operarius mercede 
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sua,’ the laborer deserves his 
wages. This is the word of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ, repeated with 
another nuance: dignus est opera- 
rius cibo suo,? the laborer deser- 
ves his living. Man’s work is sa- 
cred, because it is the endeavor of a 
rational creature, raised to the dig- 
nity of a child of God. Christian 
social doctrine is very clear on this 
point, and solemn pontifical docu- 
ments give testimony of the ma- 
ternal attention of the Church to 
the guardianship of work. 
Beloved sons and daughters! 
Your concern finds complete un- 
derstanding. And it is precisely in 
the midst of present-day anxieties 
and the impassioned interest in 
remedies and in requested provi- 
sions that We want Our word to 
sound as a call to hope and trust. 


TRUST IN GOD 


I. Above all, trust in God, with- 
out whose help nothing prosperous 
and lasting can be achieved, even 
in material life. 

“Unless the Lord build the 
house, they labor in vain who build 
it. Unless the Lord guard the city, 
the guard watches in vain. It is 
vain for you to rise before the 
light, to sit up late into the night, 
you who eat the bread of hard toil: 
for he is bountiful to his loved ones 
in sleep.” ® 
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Oh, how sweet are these words 
of the psalm, inviting us to look 
beyond our own burden of daily 
anguish and to see above us the 
serene face of the heavenly Father! 


Religious integrity 

A lofty title of honor for farmers 
is integrity of religious life, con- 
stantly preserved and lived sin- 
cerely. It instills this trust in the 
Lord, in His loving Providence, in 
His continuous aid to homes and 
families. We know with what fer- 
vor you celebrate each year, at the 
end of long agricultural toil, the 
feast of thanksgiving, raising to 
God a canticle of gratitude for the 
benefits received. 

We know that your “Sections” 
put in first place a careful work of 
religious and moral training, 
which is carried out so well by 
your ecclesiastic counsellors, who 
are nearly always your pastors. 
Dear pastors! We greet them with 
great love because they are the 
precious and most valuable col- 
laborators of the Pope and of the 
bishops. 


TRUST IN YOURSELVES 


II. Trust in God, then, but also 
trust in yourselves, in the admir- 
able energies that God has given 
to every man for the development 
of his personality, in his chosen 
form of life. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, April 21, 1961. Italian text. Translation by TPS 
staff, based on one issued by N.C.W.C. News Service. 

This address was delivered in St. Peter's Basilica to some thirty thousand mem- 
bers of the Italian Confederation of Independent Farmers. 

The Holy Father himself was born and raised on a farm and has often expressed 
a special sympathy for farmers. His brother, Giuseppe Roncalli, was in the audience. 

















WorDs OF HOPE 


In the first pages of the Bible it 
is written that God created man in 
His own image and likeness... and 
put him into the terrestrial para- 
dise, to dress it and keep it. * What 
dignity and what strength come 
to man from this divine transpar- 
ency, by reason of which he bears 
the imprint of the splendor of the 
heavenly Father!5 

Here is an inexhaustible source 
of humble, conscious trust in your- 
selves, in your own inventive and 
productive capabilities and in your 
own strength, created by God for 
the purpose of subduing the earth.*® 


Self reliance 


When a people, or a part of it, 
becomes used to expecting every- 
thing from without and is more in- 
clined to accuse others than to 
stimulate itself, there is reason to 
fear for its freedom and for its 
very life. Oh, yes, the help and the 
work of society are necessary and 
sometimes irreplaceable, as We 
again wish to say: but they can- 
not replace personal initiative, the 
keen industry of each person who 
thinks always of bettering himself 
by drawing on his resources of in- 
telligence, capability, and thrift. 

It is therefore necessary that 
vou have trust in yourselves, avoid- 
ing the subtle dangers of egotisti- 
cal individualism (which isolates 
and paralyzes every effort), the 
obstacles of faint-heartedness, the 
habits of conformity. 





1 Luke 10, 7 and 1 Tim. 5, 18. 
* Matt. 10, 10. 
* Ps, 126, 1-2. 
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Mutual assistance 


It is necessary to cultivate a deep 
sense of solidarity and of mutual 
assistance, passing on to each other 
both efforts and successes, becom- 
ing organized into cooperatives 
and societies, placing yourselves at 
the level of a basic demand of to- 
day’s social and economic life— 
which is union and collaboration 
for a more certain improvement in 
the fruits of one’s own labor. 

Here again the teachings of the 
Church are clear and encouraging, 
particularly in the Encyclical Re- 
rum novarum of Our predecessor 
Leo XIII, the seventieth anniver- 
sary of which will occur next 
month. In it are openly encouraged 
all’ associative forms that permit 
those who work to join their labor 
to that of others, to guard it, and 
to increase it. 


TRUST IN SOCIETY 


III. In the third place, We ex- 
hort you to have trust in society, a 
very prominent part of which is 
made up of your peaceful and 
orderly ranks. From it you must 
expect those laws and measures 
that you cannot make available to 
yourselves by means of your efforts 
alone: that is to say, proper sub- 
sidies, the different types of insur- 
ance and pensions, and the grant- 
ing of family allowances, which 
your confederation, backed by 
your support, has tried up to now 


*Cf. Gen. 1, 27; Gen. 2, 7 and 15; Wis, 2, 23; Eccl. 17, 1. 


* CL Pe. 4, 7. 
° Cf. Gen. 1, 28. 
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to obtain, or intends to achieve in 
the future. 


Justice 


Such measures, already granted 
to other social categories, are owed 
to you as a duty of justice: and 
again, Rerum novarum proposes 
wise norms: “It being absurd to 
provide for one part of the citizens 
and neglect the other part, it is the 
strict duty of the State to take due 
care of the well-being of workers: 
in not doing so, justice is offended, 
as it wants everyone to have what 
rightly belongs to him . . . Thus, 
among the many and serious duties 
of those in power, solicitous of 
public good, in first place is that of 
providing equally for each class of 
citizen, observing distributive jus- 
tice with inviolable impartiality.” 7 

The validity of such justice, in- 
spired by and based on the infalli- 
ble justice of God, is what ani- 
mates your trust and lends to 
your claims their highest value. 
And basing Ourself on it, We also 
lend paternal encouragement to 
those who can and must provide for 
your needs and exigencies, in or- 
der that these be taken care of as 
soon as possible. 


Encouragement 


Have confidence, beloved sons 
and daughters! The Church is 
with you, understands and en- 
courages you. May the word of 
hope which today We have echoed 
forth, go with you on the way back 
to the homes that await you. May 
it sing in your heart during work, 
both in the satisfaction that your 
work brings you and in the inevi- 
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table trials—the merit from which 
adorns our life here on earth. May 
it call you always to a filial and 
tender trust in the Lord, who will 
never abandon those who trust in 
Him. 

Our unremitting prayer goes 
with you, that you may remain 
faithful to your ideals and at the 
same time bear abundant fruits 
and prosper in the gifts of heaven 
and of earth. 

Again We thank you for this 
evening meeting that brings such 
comfort to Our heart and animates 
the prayer of these weeks after 
Easter, which resound in hope, 
courage, and apostolic fervor. 


Encyclical forthcoming 


The occurrence of the feast of 
St. Joseph the Worker on May Ist 
and the seventieth anniversary of 
Rerum novarum on May 15th will 
give Us occasion to speak again 
to workers and renew to them and 
to their individual categories the 
anxious, but at the same time, 
courageous and generous attention 
of the Church to the working 
world. 

Afterwards will come the sol- 
emn Pontifical document, in the 
form of an Encyclical Letter, which 
We announced on December 29th 
of the past year. It is now being 
prepared and stays in the heart of 
the Pope as a flame of doctrine and 
a design for charity and brother- 
hood, humbly and firmly lived and 
affirmed, for the spiritual and ma- 
terial good of all God’s children, 
called to know Him and to belong 
to Him. 


*Leo XIII, Pont. Max., Acta XI, 1892, pp. 121-122. 














WorDs OF HOPE 


While We again confirm to you 
all Our paternal affection, We are 
happy to leave with you as an en- 
couraging and promising pledge, 
Our particular, consoling Apo- 
stolic Blessing, which We reserve 
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in a special manner to your chil- 
dren, to the suffering, and to the 
aged, so that in everyone and al- 
ways there be the peace of God. 
Pax Domini sit semper vobiscum.® 
Amen, Amen. 


* May the peace of the Lord be always with you. 








The Flight from the Farm 


A Letter to the Social Week at Rosario, Argentina, Signed 
by Cardinal Tardini, Vatican Secretary of State 


Your Excellency: 

The seventh Social Week, to be held 
shortly in Rosario, continues the series 
of those held previously in Argentina, 
and the Central Board of Argentine 
Catholic Action has chosen for its theme 
the problems of the nation’s rural life. 
It is a very timely topic. When he re- 
ceived notice of this promising meeting, 
His Holiness, acceding gladly to the 
filial desires of its organizers, asked me 
to convey to you his fervent wishes for 
the greatest success of the meeting and, 
at the same time, to offer you a word 
of encouragement to serve as an expres- 
sion of the special affection he feels 
for rural folk. 

The seriousness and scope of these 
problems, which are complex and varied 
in Argentina because they assume dif- 
ferent characteristics in each region, 
lend special importance to the theme 
chosen. The most interesting aspects of 
these topics—demographic trends of 
rural populations, their economic situa- 
tion, functions of agrarian property, 
welfare of the rural population, and the 
religious life of the men who work in 
the fields—will be studied and examined, 
together with the actual circumstances 
of rural life in the various social regions 
of Argentina. 


Movement to the cities 


Unfortunately, it happens that in 
many countries great masses of farmers 
leave their land and flow into the cities, 
attracted by the lure of more permanent 
and less tiring work, by the aspiration 
for greater and easier earnings, and by 
the desire to enjoy the conveniences and 
diversions offered by large cities. 


It will not be possible to remedy ade- 
quately this sad and dangerous phenom- 
enon until, above all, the farming people 
become conscious of the dignity and 
social usefulness of their mission and 
until, on the other hand, they are guar- 
anteed suitable and decent living con- 
ditions. That is why every effort must 
be made to assure those people who work 
the land the greatest possible partici- 
pation in the advantages and services 
which organized society offers to the 
other categories of citizens. 

“In this respect,” the Holy Father 
said, “any effort made in favor of a 
greater application of justice and of 
charity must be not only approved but 
also encouraged and blessed.”* 


Higher living standards 

It must also be borne in mind that 
it corresponds to the demands of the 
common good that workers of the land 
should derive from their own work an 
income permitting them a standard of 
living proportionate to the standard of 
living of those who devote their energies 
to industry or to services. This requires 
the modernization of agriculture, and 
that, insofar as possible, it be modern- 
ized in proportion to the progress in 
other fields of labor. 

It is evident that proprietors and all 
those in agriculture who pursue their 
own productive activities should strive 
toward this goal. Furthermore, it is also 
indispensable for the public authorities 
to adopt an appropriate economic policy 
for the benefit of agriculture, with 
special attention to taxation, extension 
of credit, the application of social in- 
surance, and the prices of agricultural 
products. 
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Fundamental criteria 


The study of concrete reality in Argen- 
tina, a country of such broad expanses 
and such varied rural areas, can pro- 
duce the right formula for determining 
the best structure for each zone and the 
best dimensions for agricultural enter- 
prise. In any case, the following funda- 
mental criteria must not be forgotten: 
have the greatest consideration for the 
personal dignity of those who work in 
agriculture; let the income derived be 
distributed according to criteria of jus- 
tice and equity among all who contribute 
toward producing it; let the interest of 
each undertaking be reconciled with the 
demands of the common good and the 
coordination of agriculture with crafts 
and industry. 

These provisions must have the com- 
mon denominator of “assuring to rural 
peoples everywhere their proper char- 
acter, their proper dignity, their proper 
value in the economy and in society.” * 


Education and organization 


Special care must be given to the 
adequate technical and _ professional 
training of farmers and to a good re- 
ligious and moral education. Today, 
thank God, people are beginning to real- 
ize that, even in the economic field, the 
problems of greatest importance are 
those pertaining to man. Workers must 
be educated in the manner and in the 
proportion required by the agricultural 
profession today. They must be brought 
constantly up to date on progress and 
developments in this field. 

But it is above all indispensable that 
a sense of solidarity be developed and 
strengthened among them and that, 
whenever necessary or suitable, this soli- 
darity be expressed in forms of associa- 
tion intended to promote the moderniza- 


tion of agriculture and capable of having 
a positive influence on the market and of 
making its own voice heard effectively 
in local administrations or in state or- 
ganizations. 


The dignity of work 

“May loyalty to Christ and His 
Church,” said His Holiness to the Italian 
farmers, “...guide you in your sure- 
footed advance toward a progress more 
and more in keeping with your dignity as 
men and workers; may it preserve you 
from the danger of materialism, both in 
theory and in practice; and may it sus- 
tain you in your labors, in your trials, 
and in your patient expectation of better 
times.” * 

May the efforts of this “Week” con- 
tribute to the farm workers’ conscious- 
ness—as was stated before—of the 
dignity of their work. May they derive 
from it that which is sufficient for a 
decent standard of living and for meet- 
ing their own family responsibilities with 
dignity. And above all, may they consider 
their work more as the fulfillment of a 
duty than as a source of wealth. May 
they consider it more as a service per- 
formed for one’s neighbor, a collabora- 
tion in the creative activity of God, and 
the continuation of the labors of Jesus, 
the Redeemer of mankind. 


Love of the earth 

“Love the earth,”’—said the Holy 
Father to the farmers—‘a generous and 
severe mother who holds in her womb 
the treasures of Providence. Love it, 
particularly today, when a dangerous 
frame of mind is spreading and envel- 
oping the most sacred values of man; 
love it that you may find in it the serene 
framework for the development and 
protection of your complete personality. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, March 30, 1961. Spanish text. Translation by 
TPS staff, based on one released by N.C.W.C. News Service. 

This letter of Cardinal Tardini’s was addressed to Auxiliary Bishop Manuel Menen- 
dez of Buenos Aires on the occasion of the Seventh Argentine Social Week, conducted 
in Rosario. “Social weeks” are conferences of professional people, sociologists, and 
other scholars for the discussion of social problems. 
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Love it because, through your contact 
with it and through your noble work, 
it will be easier for you to improve your 
soul and raise it to God.” ‘ 


An invitation 

With these wishes, His Holiness invites 
the delegates attending the present meet- 
ings to put all their efforts, their en- 
lightened intelligence and their good will 
into favoring the most just solutions of 
the manifold problems of Argentina’s 


1 Discourse to farmers, November 18, 1959. See TPS Guide, v. 6, no. 4, ent 
*Pope Pius XII, address to the First International Catholic Congress on 
Problems, July 2, 1951. 
ew = to Italian farmers, April 27, 1960; English translation in TPS, v. 6, 
no. 3, p. 305. 
* Address to Independent Italian Farmers, April 22, 1959; English digest in TPS, 
v. 5, no. 8, p. 291. 
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agriculture, thus making an effective con- 
tribution to the Christian prosperity of 
such a noble country. As a token of the 
divine light, the August Pontiff sends 
wholeheartedly a special Apostolic Bene- 
diction to the participants in the “Week” 
at Rosario. 
I am happy to take this occasion to 
express once again my greatest esteem. 
Devotedly yours, 
D. Card. Tardini 
The Vatican, March 11, 1961. 


904. 
ural 
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A Finder's List for Papal Documents 


Documents appearing 
July 1-September 30, 1960 


1022. To Cardinal Muench. (Undevi- 
ginti saecula cum) March 3, 1960. Letter 
of Pope John XXIII to Cardinal Muench: 
Appoints him Papal Legate to solemni- 
ties at Malta celebrating 1900th anniver- 
sary of St. Paul’s landing there; praises 
loyalty of Maltese to Catholicism. (Est. 
length: 400 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, July 
18-19, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 760-761. 


1023. To Cardinal Ruffini. (Mox quin- 
quagesima anniversaria) June 13, 1960. 
Letter of Pope John XXIII to Cardinal 
Ruffini: Congratulates on 50th anniver- 
sary of priesthood; praises teaching work 
in theology; cites work as builder of new 
churches, seminaries. (Est. length: 400 
words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, July 
10, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 561-562. 


1024. To Cardinal Muench on Anniver- 
sary. (Si religiosae piaeque) June 25, 
1960. Letter of Pope John XXIII to Car- 
dinal Muench: Congratulates on 25th an- 
niversary of episcopacy; praises cardi- 
nal’s achievements in social work and 
welfare activities. (Est. length: 350 
words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, August 
10, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 761-762. 


1025. Unity in the Eucharist. (Mon- 
achium, Bavariae caput) June 27, 1960. 





Letter of Pope John XXIII to Cardinal 
Testa, papal legate to Eucharistic Con- 
gress in Munich: Cites importance of 
congress; praises qualities of Cardinal 
Testa; discusses Eucharist and unity; 
cites effects of Eucharist; asks prayers 
for spread of Christianity; blesses Mu- 
nich. (Est. length: 900 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, August 
1-2, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 763-5. English 
excerpt: TPS, v. 6, no. 4, 348-44. 


1026. To Cardinal Cushing. (Alta 
stirpe inhaerens) June 27, 1960. Letter 
of Pope John XXIII to Cardinal Cushing 
appointing him legate to Peruvian Eu- 
charistic Congress: Names Cardinal his 
delegate; urges stress on increased devo- 
tion to Eucharist; cites need for more 
priests. (Est. length: 600 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, August 
31, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 811-12. Eng- 
lish excerpt: TPS, v. 6, no. 4, 341-42. 


1027. On Devotion to Precious Blood. 
(Inde a primis) June 30, 1960. Apostolic 
Letter of Pope John XXIII: States links 
among devotions to Holy Name, Sacred 
Heart, Precious Blood; discusses faith as 
norm for liturgy; cites papal approval 
of the three devotions; urges increased 
devotion to Precious Blood; describes ef- 
ficacy of Holy Communion, devotion to 
Precious Blood. (Est. length: 2500 
words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, July 2, 
1960; AAS 52 (1960) 545-50. English 
digest: TPS, v. 6, no. 3, 250-51. 


1028. First Greetings to a New Country. 
(Accueillant avec une) June 30, 1960. 
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Message of Pope John XXIII to Catho- 
lies of Congo: Congratulates on newly- 
acquired independence; recalls history of 
Catholic Congolese community; exhorts 
to active roles in national political, so- 
cial, civic activities. (Est. length: 1400 
words) 


French and Latin text: AAS 52 (1960) 
567-570; Osservatore Romano, July 3, 
1960. English translation: TPS, v. 6, 
no, 3, 298-296. 


1029. On Anti-Hunger Campaign. (Au 
moment ot s’inaugure) July 1, 1960. 
Message of Pope John XXIII to United 
Nations Food and Agriculture Organi- 


zation: Praises inauguration of anti- 
hunger campaign in underdeveloped 
areas; describes project as work of 


mercy. (Est. length: 150 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, July 
3, 1960. 


1030. To Palatine Guard. (Siamo grati 
al Signore) July 3, 1960. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to Papal Palatine 
Guard: Praises loyal service; blesses an- 
nual celebration. (Est. length: 350 
words) 


Italian Text: Osservatore Romano, July 
4-5, 1960. 


1031. Cardinal Frings’ Golden Jubilee. 
(Proximo mense Augusto) July 5, 1960. 
Letter of Pope John XXIII to Cardinal 
Frings: Notes 50th anniversary of ordi- 
nation; praises achievements and chari- 
table works; prays for welfare. Est. 
length: 850 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, August 
11, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 765-67. 


1032. To Marian pilgrims from France. 
(Nous sommes heureux) July 14, 1960. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to a pil- 
grimage of the French Legion of Mary: 
Notes 20th anniversary of group; con- 
gratulates on lay apostolate coordina- 
tion; praises welfare work. (Est. length: 
630 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, July 
15, 1960. 
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1033. St. Paul’s Visit to Malta. (Con 
profonda) July 24, 1960. Radio message 
of Pope John XXIII to the Catholics of 
Malta: Praises devotion of Maltese; re- 
calls biblical account of Paul’s ship- 
wreck; praises teachings of Paul; urges 
religious progress; prays to Paul. (Est. 
length: 1750 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, July 
25-26, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 770-4. Eng- 
lish excerpt: TPS, v. 6, no. 4, 339-41. 


1034. Motu Proprio on Rubric Changes. 
(Rubricarum instructum) July 25, 1960. 
Apostolic Letter of Pope John XXIII on 
liturgical revisions: Approves new Ru- 
brie body for Breviary and Missale Ro- 
manum; recounts preparatory work; 
comments on changes; states purpose of 
reform. (Est. length: 1200 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, July 
28, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 593-95. 


1035. To International Catholic Char- 
ities. (Ce nous est une joie) July 27, 
1960. Address of Pope John XXIII to 5th 
General Assembly of International Con- 
ference of Catholic Charities: Recalls 
organization’s history; cites need for 
international welfare work; stresses role 
of Catholic charities. (Est. length: 1250 
words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, July 
29, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 767-69. 


1036. For the Life of the World. Sia- 
mo tanto lieti) July 30, 1960. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to papal mission to 
Eucharistic Congress at Munich: Recalls 
own trip to earlier congress; regrets he 
not attending Munich congress; mentions 
his prayers for separated Christians; 
reveals own meditations on Bible; dis- 
cusses Eucharist as life of world. (Est. 
length: 1050 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, July 
31, 1960. 


1037. Prayer for Eucharistic Congress. 


(O Gest, Re delle Genti) Undated. Pray- 
er of Pope John XXIII for 37th Interna- 
tional Eucharistic Congress at Munich: 
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Prays for Kingdom of God and world 
peace. (Est. length: 400 wordz) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, 
August 1-2, 1960. 


1038. Thoughts on a Fortieth Anniver- 
sary. (Mi viene riferito) August 6, 1960. 
Letter of Pope John XXIII to Cardinal 
Micara: Notes 40th anniversary of epis- 
copacy; recalls own long friendship with 
Cardinal; sends affectionate wishes. 
(Est. length: 315 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, 
August 8-9, 1960. English translation: 
TPS, v. 6, no. 4, 344-45. 


1039. To Cardinal Testa. (Abbiamo 
assistito) August 7, 1960. Cable of Pope 
John XXIII to Cardinal Testa: Congrat- 
ulates Papal Legate on success of Eucha- 
ristic Congress. (Est. length: 100 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, 
August 8-9, 1960. 


1040. Divine Life in the Eucharist. 
(Animo praesentes) August 7, 1960. 
Radio message of Pope John XXIII to 
37th International Eucharistic Congress 
in Munich: Recommends attendance; 
praises spiritual benefits to faithful and 
Church; calls Eucharist source of world 
peace. (Est. length: 1450 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, 
August 8-9, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 774- 
76. English translation: TPS, v. 6, no. 4, 
333-36. : 


1041. To Bishops of India. (Quod Di- 
lectum Filium) August 20, 1960. Letter 
of Pope John XXIII to the Bishops of 
India: Praises pastoral and charitable 
work; discusses local conditions; cites 
need for native priests; states effective- 
ness of clergy’s example in evangeliza- 
tion. (Est. length: 1360 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Sep- 
tember 29, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 805-08. 


1042. Letter to Cardinal Wendel. Grat- 
ulationis et laudis) August 21, 1960. 
Letter of Pope John XXIII to Cardinal 
Wendel: Praises Munich Archbishop’s 
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cooperation in 87th Eucharistic Congress 
arrangements; cites congress’ success; 
hopes for lasting fruits. (Est. length: 
520 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Sep- 
tember 5-6, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 813-14. 


1043. A Sound Mind in a Sound Body. 
(Prope huius fori obeliscum) August 25, 
1960. Address of Pope John XXIII to 
Olympic athletes: Welcomes; discusses 
benefits from sports; urges right spirit; 
points to history, beauty of Rome. Est. 
length: 850 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, August 
26, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 817-19. English 
excerpt: TPS, v. 6, no. 4, 382. 


1044. A Blessed Union. (Sea por siem- 
pre) August 28, 1960. Radio message of 
Pope John XXIII to the Eucharistic Con- 
gress in Peru: Cites faith of Peru; dis- 
cusses unity in the Eucharist, effects of 
Holy Communion; blesses Peru. (Est. 
length: 500 words) 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano, 
August 31, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 829-30. 
English excerpt: TPS, v. 6, no. 4, 336. 


1045. Significance of the Olympics. (Le 
beau spectacle) August 29, 1960. Address 
of Pope John XXIII to the International 
Olympic Committee: Discusses earlier 
meeting with Olympic athletes; cites 
spiritual gains from sports; affirms joy, 
optimism. (Est. length: 800 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, 
August 29-30, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 819- 
21. English excerpt: TPS, v. 6, no. 4, 328. 


1046. “Remember Thou Keep Holy 
the Sabbath Day.” (Il richiamo) Septem- 
ber 8, 1960. Letter of Pope John XXIII 
to clergy and faithful of Bergamo: Re- 
calls earlier Eucharistic congresses; 
points to missionary activity; mentions 
theme of congress, “The Third Com- 
mandment”; contrasts Christian and 
secular attitudes to Sabbath; urges holy 
Sabbath, watchfulness. (Est. length: 
1750 words) 





Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Sep- 
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tember 12-138, 1960. English excerpt: 
TPS, v. 6, no. 4, 338-39. 


1047. The Blessed Mother and the 
Spanish People. (En medio del) Sep- 
tember 11, 1960. Radio message of Pope 
John XXIII to the faithful of Spain: 
Praises Spain’s traditions, devotion to 
Mary; commends family life, spirituality 
of Spanish people; urges devotion to ros- 
ary. (Est. length: 650 words) 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano, Sep- 
tember 12-13, 1960. English excerpt: 
TPS, v. 6, no. 4, 345. 


1048. A Call to Seminarians. (E’ grande 
la gioia) September 12, 1960. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to Roman Seminarians: 
Recalls own early years; stresses holi- 
ness of priestly mission; names Christ 
source of spiritual strength; cites need 
for priestly submission to Church’s au- 
thority; states unity, holiness, catholic- 
ity, and apostolicity of Church; asks 
seminarians’ prayers for Ecumenical 
Council. (Est. length: 2500 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Sep- 
tember 14, 1960. English translation: 
TPS, v. 6, no. 4, 319-24. 


1049. The Teaching of St. Thomas and 
the Problems of Today. (Singulari sane 
animi) September 16, 1960. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to 5th International 
Thomist Congress: Praises work of Pon- 
tifical Academy of St. Thomas; calls 
Thomism guide to eternity; cites Thom- 
ist studies as valuable training for all 
Catholics. (Est. length: 1500 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Sep- 
tember 18, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 821-24. 
English translation: TPS, v. 6, no. 4, 
325-28. 


1050. Fight Against Disease. (Jl Nous 
bien agréable) September 18, 1960. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to 7th Inter- 
national Idatology Congress: Praises 
fight against tapeworm diseases; stresses 
Church’s concern for man’s physical wel- 
fare. (Est. length: 400 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, Sep- 
tember 19-20, 1960. 
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1051. Knowledge of the Bible. (J nu- 
merosi gruppi) September 22, 1960. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to participants 
in 16th Italian Biblical Study Week: 
Calls Bible source of pastoral inspira- 
tion; mentions theme of Study Week, 
“Eschatology of Old and New Testa- 
ments”; cites importance of biblical 
studies for laity training; discusses bib- 
lical interpretation. (Est. length: 960 
words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Sep- 
tember 23, 1960. 


1052. Faith and the Heart of Man. 
(Nous vous remercions) September 24, 
1960. Address of Pope John XXIII to 
the European Society of Cardiologists: 
Praises progress of cardiology; cites ref- 
erences to heart in Bible; discusses faith 
and human learning; points to personal 
element in medicine. (Est. length: 1100 
words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, Sep- 
tember 26-27, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 824- 
27. English excerpt: TPS, v. 6, no. 4, 
342-43. 


1053. The Supremacy of the Soul. 
(Nous recevions) September 25, 1960. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to partici- 
pants in international sports competition 
for paraplegics: Praises victory of spirit 
over bodily handicaps; cites need for 
equal energy in spiritual combats. (Est. 
length: 480 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, Sep- 
tember 26-27, 1960. English translation: 
TPS, v. 6, no. 4, 337-38. 


1054. Business Ethics. (Con paterna 
benevolenza) September 25, 1960. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to Italian 
Confederation of Commerce: Praises 
small businesses’ contribution to national 
economy; exhorts compliance with God’s 
law; cites adherence to golden rule as 
source of temporal happiness. (Est. 
length: 800 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Sep- 
tember 26-27, 1960. 


1055. To “Veritas” Group. (Abbiamo 


ancora un debito) September 25, 1960. 
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Address of Pope John XXIII to Young 
People participating in “Veritas” reli- 
gious culture competition: Praises 
youth’s study of Catechism; mentions 
own writings on religious education; 
calls religious instruction hierarchy’s 
first responsibility. (Est. length: 880 
words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Sep- 
tember 26-27, 1960. 


1056. The Rosary and This Dangerous 
Era. (L’ottobre che ci sta) September 
28, 1960. Letter of Pope John XXIII to 
Cardinal Micara: Discusses world situa- 
tion; praises October’s dedication to 
Rosary; cites Rosary’s simplicity and 
effectiveness; calls for greater devotion 
to Mary. (Est. length: 1080 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Sep- 
tember 80, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 814-17. 
English translation: TPS, v. 6, no. 4, 
370-72. 


Il. 


Documents appearing 
October 1-December 31, 1960 


1057. The Church, Our Mother. (Con 
grande soddisfazione) August 31, 1960. 
Letter of Pope John XXIII to Cardinal 
Dalla Costa, Archbishop of Florence: 
Recalls youthful impressions; cites mis- 
sion’s theme, “The Church Our Mother”; 
stresses importance, influence of parish. 
(Est. length: 680 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano,’ No- 
vember 18, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 946- 
947. English excerpt: TPS, v. 7, no. 2, 
120. 


1058. On the First Centenary of the 
Major Seminary of Dublin. (Sollemnia 
proxime) September 20, 1960. Letter of 
Pope John XXIII to Msgr. McQuaid, 
Archbishop of Dublin: Congratulates on 
100th anniversary of Dublin’s major 
seminary; praises achievements, aca- 
demic standards, spiritual life, quality 
of graduates. (Est. length: 1820 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Octo- 
ber 18, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 890-892. 
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1059. A Word to Teen-agers. (Di gran 
cuore) September 29, 1960. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to Young Women of 
Catholic Action: Congratulates on forti- 
eth anniversary; cites Christ’s predilec- 
tion for youth; exhorts to self-sacrifice, 
generosity, spiritual life; stresses duty 
of all Catholics to spread God’s kingdom. 
(Est. length: 1120 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Octo- 
ber 1, 1960. English translation: TPS, 
v. 6, no. 4, 346-349. 


1060. Greeting to Sovereigns of Thai- 
land. (Nous sommes vivement) October 
1, 1960. Address of Pope John XXIII to 
the King and Queen of Thailand: Notes 
enlightened government, social progress; 
praises protection of Catholic Missions. 
(Est. length: 400 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, Octo- 
ber 2, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 827-828. 


pg Greeting to Rulers of Liechten- 
(C'est avec joie) October 8, 1960. 
Sadness of Pope John XXIII to Prince 
and Princess of Liechtenstein: Cites 
beauty, prosperity of country; praises 
life in the Faith. (Est. length: 350 
words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, Octo- 
ber 9, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 828-829. 


1062. The Value of a Midwife’s Work. 
(Il Nous est bien) October 8, 1960. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to an Inter- 
national Midwives’ Convention: Cites 
beauty of task; states importance of 
professional competence; emphasizes 
need for moral formation. (Est. length: 
440 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, Octo- 
ber 9, 1960. 


1063. The Farm and Modern Technol- 
ogy. (Aprés avoir participé) October 
11, 1960. Address of Pope John XXIII 
to participants in the World Motorized 
Plowing Championship: States interest 
in rural work improvements; commends 
technological aids. (Est. length: 400 
words) 
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French text: Osservatore Romano, Octo- 
ber 12, 1960. English excerpt: TPS, v. 7, 
no, 1, 83. 


1064. The Contemplative Life in the 
Church. (Notre joie est grande) October 
20, 1960. Address of Pope John XXIII 
to a gathering of Trappists: Praises 
contemplative life; notes significance of 
Roman location of generalate and inter- 
national study house of the order; com- 
pares active religious to Martha, con- 
templatives to Mary of Bethany; asks 
prayers for ecumenical council. (Est. 
length: 1080 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, Octo- 
ber 22, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 896-898. 
English translation: TPS, v. 6, no. 4, 
878-375. 


1065. The Call to the Priesthood. 
(L’odierna giornata) October 20, 1960. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to students 
of the Pontifical Beda College for de- 
layed vocations: Reminds of his interest 
in clergy; mentions St. Paul as inspira- 
tion; cites motives of seminarians; dis- 
cusses vocations and age; affirms good 
will toward England; states good wishes 
in English. (Est. length: 1280 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Octo- 
ber 22, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 893-6. 
English excerpt: TPS, v. 7, no. 1, 29. 


1066. Christian Peace. (Libenter mozx 
futurum) October 21, 1960. Letter of 
Pope John XXIII to Cardinal Mimmi: 
Appoints Cardinal Mimmi papal legate 
to Inter-American Marian Congress; 
mentions help of Mary; describes pre- 
requisites for peace; mentions Christian 
solution to social problems. (Est. length: 
680 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Novem- 
ber 12, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 948-9. Eng- 
lish excerpt: TPS, v. 7, no. 1, 42. 


1067. On World Mission Day. (Nella 
imminenza) October 22, 1960. Television 
broadcast of Pope John XXIII on World 
Mission Day: Stresses world’s need for 
evangelization; hopes for more voca- 
tions; urges support. (Est. length: 150 
words) 
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Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Octo- 
ber 24-25, 1960. 


1068. Guardians of Holy Marriage. 
(E” motivo) October 25, 1960. Address 
of Pope John XXIII to the Sacred Ro- 
man Rota: Praises accomplishments; 
notes marriage main work item; dis- 
cusses modern threats to family; cites 
need for marriage instruction for all, 
wise counselors, recalling of God’s fa- 
therhood; offers special prayer. (Est. 
length: 2240 words) 


Ttalian text: Osservatore Romano, Octo- 
ber 26, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 898-903. 
English translation: TPS, v. 6, no. 4, 
356-361. 


1069. To New Bishops. (La solennita) 
October 28, 1960. Address of Pope John 
XXIII on the occasion of the consecra- 
tion of eight new bishops: Mentions 
heavenly aid received; discusses signifi- 
cance of naming new bishops; points to 
trials, achievements of bishops; com- 
ments on meaning of “apostolate”, Pen- 
tecostal fire; prays for bishops. (Est. 
length: 1920 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Octo- 
ber 29, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 954-8. Eng- 
lish excerpt: TPS, v. 7, no. 1, 30-82. 


1070. Homage on Second Anniversary 
of His Coronation. (Al fervido) Novem- 
ber 4, 1960. Address of Pope John XXIII 
to College of Cardinals: Notes concur- 
rence of St. Charles Borromeo’s com- 
memoration, own second coronation anni- 
versary; recalls achievements; mentions 
publication of first volume of own docu- 
ments. (Est. length: 440 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, No- 
vember 5, 1960. 


1071. To a New Nation. (L’heureuse 
nouvelle) November 7, 1960. Letter of 
Pope John XXIII to the Archbishop of 
Brazzaville: Congratulates Republic of 
Congo (Brazzaville) on independence; 
notes progress of Church there; states 
hope for spread of parishes; urges na- 
tional harmony. (Est. length: 920 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, De- 
cember 1, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 950-951. 
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1072. Congratulations to Kennedy on 
Election. (We congratulate you) Novem- 
ber 10, 1960. Telegram of Pope John 
XXIII to President-elect John F. Ken- 
nedy: Congratulates on election to presi- 
dency. (Est. length: 65 words) 


English text: Osservatore Romano, No- 
vember 11, 1960. 


1073. One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic. 
(La bellezza) November 18, 1960. Ad- 
dress of Pope John XXIII to representa- 
tives of the various rites of the Church: 
Praises beauty, significance of Byzan- 
tine-Slav liturgy; notes beginning of 
preparatory phase of ecumenical coun- 
cil; comments on Church unity; names 
great Eastern, Western Saints; urges 
collective sanctification effort, hard work, 
prayer, for Council’s success; cites 
Church’s catholicity, apostolicity; offers 


special prayers. (Est. length: 2360 
words) 
Italian text: Osservatore Romano, No- 


vember 14-15, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 958- 
964. English translation: TPS, v. 7, no. 
1, 64-69. 


1074. Devotion to Mary. (Con deslum- 
bres) November 18, 1960. Radio mes- 
sage of Pope John XXIII to Inter-Amer- 
ican Marian Congress at Buenos Aires: 
Praises devotion to Mary; recalls Marian 
traditions; urges preservation of Faith, 
charity; hopes for South American 
brotherly cooperation. (Est. length: 
1040 words) 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano, 
November 16, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 980- 
982. English translation: TPS, v. 7, no. 
2, 166-168. 


1075. Toward the Ecumenical Council. 
(Ad aprire questo) November 14, 1960. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to the 
Preparatory Commission for the Second 
Vatican Council: Recalls previous coun- 
cils, occasions for them; names historical 
records; discusses nature of Church 
membership; sums up antepreparatory 
phase; restates goals, scope; notes re- 
sponse; remembers persecuted brethren. 
(Est. length: 4040 words) 
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Italian text: Osservatore Romano, 
November 14-15, 1960; Latin text: AAS 
52 (1960) 1004-1014 (In sollemnis). Eng- 
lish translation: TPS, v. 6, no. 4, 376-385. 


1076. Secular and Religious. (L’acco- 
gliervi) November 15, 1960. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to the Committee of 
Provincial Superiors of Italian Institutes 
of Perfection for Men: Praises aims; re- 
calls synodal formulations on co-opera- 
tion between secular and_ religious 
clergies; stresses harmony; urges prayer, 
example, for successful apostolate. (Est. 
length: 1000 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, 
November 17, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 964- 
966. English translation: TPS, v. 7, no. 
1, 70-72. 


1077. Protection of Youth. Negli in- 
contri molteplici) November 20, 1960. 
Address of Pope John XXIII to Confer- 
ence on Protection of Young Women: 
Praises spiritual, practical assistance to 
working women; discusses problems, 
dangers. (Est. length: 1160 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, 
November 21-22, 1960. 


1078. The Church and Material Wel- 
fare. (Nei giorni) November 21, 1960. 
Letter of Pope John XXIII to the Bishop 
of Adria on flood damage in Polesine 
area: States sympathy; comments on aid 
groups; asserts Church’s interest in ma- 
terial lot of people, social justice. (Est. 
length: 840 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, 
November 27, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 952- 
4. English excerpt: TPS, v. 7, no. 1, 59. 


1079. To Prime Minister MacMillan. 
(La visite que vous avez) November 23, 
1960. Address of Pope John XXIII to 
British Premier MacMillan: Praises 
British nation; cites Premier’s work for 
peace; extends wishes. (Est. length: 440 
words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, 
November 24, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 966- 
967. 
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1080. The Synod and the Priest. (Da 
quando) November 24, 1960. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to clergy of Rome: 
Recalls Roman Synod; urges study of, 
adherence to, synodal regulations; dis- 
cusses personal devotions; urges immac- 
ulate life, kindness, serenity, detach- 
ment; counsels meditation of St. Peter’s 
epistles; mentions own interest in ecu- 
menical council. (Est. length: 5200 
words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, 
November 25, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 967- 
979; English translation: TPS, v. 7, no. 
1, 10-22. 


1081. Twenty-fifth Anniversary of Fran- 
cisean Radio Station. (Las Bodas de 
Plata) November 25, 1960. Radio mes- 
sage of Pope John XXIII to Catholics of 
Paraguay: Notes efficacy of religious 
broadcasts; recalls missionary history; 
praises children’s formation. (Est. 
length: 600 words) 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano, 
November 27, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 982- 
984. 


1082. The Padua Seminary of St. Gre- 
gory Barbarigo. (Con Vabituale) Un- 
dated. Message of Pope John XXIII to 
Msgr. Bortignon, Bishop of Padua: Re- 
calls St. Gregory Barbarigo’s reform, 
legislation of Padua Seminary; urges 
Saint’s example on seminarians. (Est. 
length: 320 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, 
December 8, 1960. 


1083. Greetings to President of Uru- 
guay. (Vuestra presencia) December 3, 
1960. Address of Pope John XXIII to 
President of Uruguay, Dr. Benito Nar- 
done: Praises country’s loyalty to Faith, 
enlightened government; mentions cre- 
ation of Uruguayan cardinal. (Est. 
length: 320 words) 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano, 
December 4, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 979- 
980. 


1084. The Catholic Journalist. (Vi ac- 
cogliamo) December 4, 1960. Address of 
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Pope John XXIII to the Catholic Press 
Union of Italy: States need for pro- 
fessional preparation, adequate finan- 
cial rewards; urges charity, mutual co- 
operation; counsels preference of educa- 
tional, lofty subjects. (Est. length: 2400 
words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, 
December 5-6, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 
1014-1019; English translation: TPS, v. 
7, no. 1, 23-28. 


1085. The Woman of Today—at Home 
and at Work. (Ci e’ gradito) December 
7, 1960. Address of Pope John XXIII to 
a general audience and Italian Women’s 
Center: Discusses woman’s role in the 
home; explains problems of working 
mothers; congratulates winners of re- 
ligious culture contest. (Est. length: 
1760 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, 
December 8, 1960. English translation: 
TPS, v. 7, no. 2, 169-174. 


1086. On the Immaculate Conception. 
(Portiamo con Noi) December 8, 1960. 
Homily of Pope John XXIII on the Feast 
of the Immaculate Conception: Notes 
modern disregard of purity; recalls own 
sheltered childhood; prays to Immacu- 
late; cites predecessors’ devotion to 
Mary; rejoices at world-wide response 
to forthcoming council; places it under 
Mary’s protection. (Est. length: 3240 
words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, 
December 9-10, 1960; AAS 52 (1960) 
80-37. English translation: TPS, v. 7, 
no. 1, 34-42. 


1087. Rome’s Devotion to Mary Im- 
maculate. (Rientrando in Vaticano) De- 
cember 8, 1960. Telegram of Pope John 
XXIII to Papal Vicar, Cardinal Micara: 
Rejoices at Roman crowds’ response to 
Immaculate’s feast; sends special bless- 
ing. (Est. length: 200 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, 
December 9-10, 1960. 


1088. St. Martin of Tours. (Nous avons 
appris) December 10, 1960. Letter of 
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Pope John XXIII to Msgr. Ferrand, 
Archbishop of Tours: Praises plan to 
celebrate “Martin of Tours Year’; men- 
tions own devotion to Saint; recalls own 
pilgrimages to his tomb; extols his char- 
ity, monastic life, missionary zeal. (Est. 
length: 1350 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, 
December 18, 1960; AAS 53 (1961) 27- 
29. English excerpt: TPS, v. 7, no. 2, 
152-153. 


1089. Seventy-five Years a Priest. (Per 
la fausta) December 15, 1960. Telegram 
of Pope John XXIII to Msgr. Alfonso 
Carinci, Secretary Emeritus of the Sa- 
cred Congregation of Rites: Congratu- 
lates on 75th anniversary of priesthood. 
(Est. length: 90 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, 
December 23, 1960. 


1090. Twenty-five Years a Cardinal. 
(Tibi Dilecte Fili) December 16, 1960. 
Letter of Pope John XXIII to Cardinal 
Nicola Canali: Congratulates on 25th 
anniversary of cardinalate; praises ad- 
ministration. (Est. length: 180 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Decem- 
ber 18, 1960. 


1091. Commemoration of St. Gregory 
Barbarigo. (Con animo lieto) Undated. 
Telegram of Pope John XXIII to Msgr. 
Bortignon, Bishop of Padua: Praises 
Padua University’s history, traditions; 
states numerous saints among alumni; 
cites alumnus, St. Gregory Barbarigo; 
sends wishes for his commemoration. 
(Est. length: 150 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, 
December 21, 1960. 


1092. Truth and Peace. (Vidimus glo- 
riam) December 22, 1960. Christmas 
oproadcast of Pope John XXIII to the 
world: Draws inspiration from prologue 
to Gospel of St. John; states truth is 
sore of biblical teaching; affirms man’s 
responsibility to know truth; stresses 
eighth Commandment; urges truth in 
thought, word, deed; pleads for truth- 
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fulness from world rulers, communica- 
tion media. (Est. length: 5,040 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, 
December 24, 1960; AAS 53 (1961) 5-15. 
English translation: TPS, v. 7, no. 1, 
13-83. 


1093. Christmas Greetings to Cardinals. 
(Con animo commosso) December 24, 
1960. Address of Pope John XXIII to the 
College of Cardinals: Returns Christmas 
greetings; explains reasons for advance 
broadcast of Christmas message; men- 
tions gratifying response; states hope 
for clergy’s dedication to truth; mentions 
centenary of foundation of a French 
apostolate; affirms New Year hope for 
truth, justice, peace. (Est. length: 1530 
words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, 
December 25, 1960; AAS 53 (1961) 37- 
41, 


1094. Bethlehem. (Nous voici réunis) 
December 25, 1960. Address of Pope John 
XXIII to the Vatican Diplomatic Corps 
at first Midnight Mass: Recalls own 
youthful impressions of Nativity read- 
ing; likens diplomats to nations gather- 
ing around crib; prays for world peace. 
(Est. length: 990 words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, 
December 27-28, 1960. English transla- 
tion: TPS, v. 7, no. 1, 55-56. 


1095. A Christmas Blessing. (Il sacro 
rito) December 25, 1960. Address of Pope 
John XXIII to faithful of Rome and the 
world after third Midnight Mass: Com- 
ments on Incarnation and Mass; dedi- 
cates “Urbi et Orbi” Blessing to chil- 
dren, workers, the suffering, world 
rulers, universal Church; gives season’s 
greetings in ten languages. (Est. length: 
855 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, 


December 27-28, 1960. English excerpt: 
TPS, v. 7, no. 2, 158-159. 


1096. World Peace. (L’agréable ren- 
contre) December 29, 1960. Address of 
Pope John XXIII to the Vatican diplo- 
matic corps: States concern over world 
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situation; mentions plan to celebrate 
forthcoming 70th anniversary of “Rerum 
Novarum” with own social document; af- 
firms optimistic 1961 outlook; returns 
New Year’s greetings. (Est. length: 1125 
words) 


French text: Osservatore Romano, 
December 30, 1960; AAS 58 (1961) 41- 
43. English translation: TPS, v. 7, no. 1, 
56-59. 


Ii. 


Documents in this issue in the 
form of a digest or excerpt. 





To the Bishops of Vietnam. (Jam 


in Pontificatus) January 14, 1961. Letter 
of Pope John XXIII to the Vietnamese 
hierarchy: Praises growth of Church in 
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Vietnam; discusses cooperation between 
hierarchy and missionaries; praises mis- 
sionary achievements; exhorts Vietnam- 
ese Catholics to exemplary citizenship. 
(Est. length: 2025 words) 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano, Janu- 
ary 22, 1961; AAS 58 (1961) 84-88. Eng- 
lish digest: TPS, v. 7, no. 2, 121-122. 


The Cardinals’ Birettas. (Le sia- 
mo grati) January 18, 1961; Address of 
Pope John XXIII in reply to newly- 
elected Cardinal Ritter: Discusses sig- 
nificance of ritual distribution of cardi- 
nals’ hats; mentions symbolical mean- 
ings of number of cardinals elected. (Est. 
length: 2250 words) 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano, Janu- 
ary 20, 1961. English digest: TPS, v. 7, 
no. 2, 122. 
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